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^Patestinian stabs bn^ In W. Bank 

'"‘^OOUPIED ^RUSA1£M (Agencies) — A Falestuiian stabbed an 
isjwu at a ^rtage dwnp- near a Jewisb settlement in the oecnpied 
Bank Wedn^y, seeority sources said. The IsraeU signed 
, Iggj wate wounds m the attack. The sources said the Israeli, a cmUan 
.^uactof, stabbed while domping garbage for the army near the 
yuement of A<^, south of the Palestiiiian dly of Hebron. Israel 
reports that he slnt his assaOant, who was later arreaed at a 
■ - poor on bospitaL The radio said the Palesdnian was released recently 
from an Israeli prison. In the occupied Gaza Strip some 5,OOQ 
suppers of the blamic Rewstance Movement Hamas demonstrated 
]^esday for the release of former Palestinian enles held by IsreaL 
.Witnesses said the protesters mardied throu^ the streets of 
•Yans bailingthe return of 197 Palestinians eneiled to Lebanon in 
December 1992, but demanded the release of those among them stUl 
i -iniprisoned in Israel, 
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/ YttiMni offficiai ends visit 

AMMAN (Pttra) — Yemeni Deputy Prime Rfinister Mujalwd 
Shawsreb Wednesday left Amman at the end of a chr 80 <iay yisif to 
Jordiu) during adiich be conv^ed to ffis Majestjj King Hu^n a 
• vertial message from the Yemeni leadership on die situation in 
and Jkndanian-Yemeni relations. In a statement to the press tefore ms 
departure, Mr. Abu.Shawareb thanked Kln^ Hussein for h» rote in 
a^ keen ihtecest in ending the political crisb in Yemen. The bog ok 
ezpressed his readiness to play a major role to end the crips, the 
Yemeni official said. Headded that the Yemeni people afmeqate the 
Ki^s efforts exerted to aditeve Yemeni natfonm reooi^iatio^ .Mr. 
Abu .Suwateb was seen <rff at die airport by tbe King’s advisor, 
.Khal^ Ai Karafci, and the Yemeni ambassador to Jonlan.. 
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. King visits army 
unit command 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
.'Majesty King Hussein 
; Wednesday idsited the general 
j command of the Third Royal 
; Armed Division, the Spedal 
Forces and the Fifth Royal 
. Amed Division. King Hus- 
sein, who was accompanied on 
tbe visits 1^ Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff General 
.Abdul Hafez Mirai, was 
.briefed on. the duties of the 
formations he visited and met 
! wth their ofRcers. Commend- 
iiM the Armed Forces, King 
‘ Hussein expressed confidence 
' that the- Armed Forces mil 
; always maintain the high level 
of performance they attained. 
Tbe Special Forces, he said, 

[ also have an important role in* 
other parts of the world. “The 
: reputation of this army, thanks 
to the continued efforts and 
‘ (be incessant ^vihg, 'has ex- 
ceeded the boi^rs of this re- 
' ^on to the worid through the 
interaction of people with 
them and with those cepresent- 
; in^ us here and there," die 
. King said, referring to Jorda- 
i nian forces participating in 
I peacekeeping forces in various 
i parts of the worid. 

i AI Ahlf retains 
' basketball title 

-a 

AMMAN (J.T.) — AI Ahli 
.Wednesday retained die first 
division basketball cham- 
{Nonship after scoring a 7S-69 
victory over all-time rivals AI 
Orthodox!. AI Ahli, who had 
won the title in 1990 and 1992 
after a decade-long reign by AI 
Orthodox!, led tfarou^out the 
match and ended the first half 
41-3S. AI Jazireh finished 
third. Two teams. AI Ashra- 
fii^ and AI Wifaq, were rele- 
. gated while Homentmen won 
the second division title, .to^re*-' 
turn to the first division. - 

t Two killed in 
£g|ptian sweep 

; ASSIYUT (R) — A policeman 
V and a susp^ed militant were 
1 killed and at least two people 
'were wounded Wednesday 
when police raided a militants' 
hideout on an island in the 
southern Egyptian province of 
Assiyut, security sources said. 
Hundreds of policemen 
stormed the island of AI 
Ebidw, 100 kilometres south 
orCairo. They usixl armoured 
vehides and a helicopter to 
round up nulitants befoved to 
have escaped there after car- 
rying out attacks in other areas 
of Assiyut province. Ten mili- 
tants were arrested and several 
were seized, the s ources said. 

Iraq ready to 
repatriate Iranians 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq is 
prepared to repatriate 
tiionsands of Iranian civilians 
still in the country since the 
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war and 
urges Tehran to receive them, 
the official Iraqi News Agen^ 
(^A) reported. A Foreign ' 
Mkiistry statement cited by 
INA said Iraq was “prepared 
to repatriate all the Iranian 
refugees still on its territory 
and calls on the Iranian gov- 
ernment to announce its r^di- 
ness to receive the refugees 
who wish to go home." INA 
sajri tbe refugees had fled Iran 
during the war, adding that 
Baghdad had received them 
“in keeping with its interna- 
tional humanitarian commit- 
ments.” 

Iranian banker whipped, 
Jailed for bribery 

TEHRAN (AIT) — A senior 
banking offidal in northern 
ton has been jailed for seven 
ySirs and sentenced to 5S 
lasbes of the whip for taking 
bribes, Jomhuri Islami news- 
paper reported. Wednesday. ' 
Gbolamreza Rostami was flog- 
Tuesday in the bank's ex- 
ecutive office in the city of 
Sari- 'T^e authorities' arrested 
the director of the state Sepah 
•Bank in Mazandaran province 
on It the second 

f^ud case involving Sepah in 
10 days, newspapers reported 
on Dec, 10 that a branch mana- 
ger bad been arrested in 
Tehran on embezzlement 
charges. The daily Kayhan said 
'the authorities h^ arrested 10 
other people, including three 
senior bankers, on embezzfe- 
^nt and drug-trafficking 


PLO officials report stalemate in self-rule talk 

Israel claims accord after Cairp meetings^ but Palestinians say no deal 


By Lamis K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Saff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite Israeli 
reports about progress in their 
autonomy negotiations. Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials said talks which 
conduded on Wednesday in 
Cairo, did not succeed in re- 
moving major obstacles imped- 
ing the implementation of 
PalestiiuaD self-rule in Gaza 
Strip and Jeridio. 

A senior Palestinian ne^ 
tiator categorically denied 
Israeli reports that tbe two 
sides had reached an under- 
standing regarding control 
over 'crossing points and the 
area oi Jeridto that will come 
under Palestinian administra- 
tion. 

“This is the first in tiie his- 
tory of oegotiations that a 
stalemate is described as Mog- 
re»,” FLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, who took part in tbe 
Cairo meetings, told die. Jor- 
dan Times before leaving ffie' 
Eg}^3tian ca|rital. 

“We have leai^ied no agree- 
ment vriiatsoever. There is a 
paper ootUning basically feraeli 
kto, and some of the Palesti- 
nian ideas raised at the nego- 
tiations. But we cannot call it 
an understwding, let alone an 
agreement,” said Mr. Abed 
Rabbo. 

Other PLO officials accused 


Israel of backtracking on 
understandings reached last 
week in Pam regarding the 
crossing points. ’The offiicals 
said that the Israelis had ex- 
pressed readiness, in Paris to 
acc^t a Palestinian proposal 
asking for four crossing points, 
indnding one for those travell- 
ing to and feom Jericho and 
Gaza that will be fully under 
Palestinian control. 

They also said that in Paris 
die toaelis d£d not otqect to 
expanding tbe area of Jericho 
that will come under Palesti- 
nian administration, to about 
100 square kOometres. 

■ “The Israelis have definitely 
retracted. Thm was no trace 
of the flexibility that they 
showed In Paris," said one 
PLO • official describing die 
Cairo talks. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Mahmoud Abbas told repor- 
ters tibat all proposals that were 
put forward in Cairo were to 
be discussed by both lead-, 
erships eod^ the talks widi a 
more positive note. 

Mr. Abbas’ cautiously |^- 
tive toue appeared to di^r 
hrom the reaction of both Mr. 
Abed Rabbo and PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, who ar- 
rived in Cairo ioun^Sately af- 
ter the negotiations, to meet 
with Egyptian offidals. 

The FLO ambassador in 
Amman, AI Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim was quoted as saying in 


agen^ reports that Mr. Arafat 
was ^hig to convey to the 
Israelis, through Egypt, that 
the (feraeli) proposals were 
“humiliating.” 

But Palestinian officials said 
diat the PLO .had -officially 
rejected the paper as a bam 
for an agreement ' despite 
Egyptian intervention to save 
the talks from reading a dead- 
lode. 

The conflicting 'Palesdnian 
and Israeli accounts of the out- 
come of the Cairo talks clearly 
indicated that Israel wants to 
stq> np pressure on the PLO to 
acce^ its proporels conceining 
.crosring points uid tbe area <n 
Jericho. 

Some Palestinian officials 
said that the Egyptiw.and 
Saudis were ' pressuring the 
PLO to accept die bradi pr^ 
osal as a compromiae stalling 
poiiit. 

Aooordhig to PtXJ offidals, 
what the Israelis' caR an. under- 
standing was basically an 
Israeli paper that incMided 
modification introduced by the 
Egyptians in an attempt to 
indude some of the Patestiman 
concerns. 

The paper, endorsed by 'die 
biaclis, suggests that PMesti- 
nians t^ part in snperviaog 
one of two windows on tbe 
King Hnssein Bridge betiveen 
Jordan and tbe West Bank 
under total braeli ooQtroi; they 
said. 


“Palestinian paitidpation 
Wpl be cenfined to one of two 
windows dealing with Palesti- 
-nian travellers, but ^ Israelis 
.sill retain control of die King 
Hussein Bridge,” said a 
.Pale^iiian offidal describing 
the Isr^ proposals. 

He e^lained that the Israeli 
paper made it dear by implica- 
tion diat the Palestinians can- 
not have any role over the 
o^r crossing pdnts. 

. Israel Radio reported earlier 
on Wednesday that Israel 
would allow Palestinians to 
have checlqioints 500 metres 
.into die border preceded 
toaeli diedc pmnts — meaning 
titat Israel would retain the 
actual control. 

Aooxding to. the PLO offi- 
.dal, 4 innmber of modalities 
and scenarios were discussed in 
Cairo. He said that Israel (fid 
not have. proMems- with the 
modalities as long it retained 
actual control over the borders 
and crossings. 

In the papier described by 
the braeiis a joiiit undeistand- 
ing, Israel was ready to expand 
the )uea of Jericho to around 
70 l^metres. The Palestinians 
insisted on 250 square 
kyomecres within the pr^l9fi7 
war bcndeis of the Jendto dis- 
tricL 

The only pewt that the two 
sides seinned to be close of 

(CuHaini «B page 5) 


CAIRO (Agencies) Israel 
said Wedne^y it had readied 
broad agreement with the 
Palestine liberation Organisar 
tion (PLO) on a rrithdrawal - 
Gaza and Jeridio. But 
the FLO said they were still 
arguing about control of bor- 
der crossings. 

Israeli F(»eign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres told a joint news 
conference with toe . PLQ's 
Mahmoud Abbas after talks in 
Cairo: “Tbe two .delegations 
have reared a meeting of toe ' 
minds on toe central issues of 
toe border crossings, die size 
of Jericbo and matters relating 
to toe Gaza Strip.” 

“The leadership of tbe two 
partiro wfll nciw luve to accqx 
or reject tito statement,” hfr. 
Peres sai^ ^qiarentiy refer- 
ring to die dnn agreement. 

He said there were still 
points to be discussed, sndi as 
security airangenieim on roads 
used 'by both Jewish setders 
and Paiestinians in the Gaza 
Stiip, and talks would continue 
at a lower level. He and hfr, 
Abbas will meet again in 
Cdro, posribly at the b^jn- 
nii^ of next week. 

At die end of die news ocm- ' 
fereooe, Mr. Peres turned to 
Mr. Abbas, smiled, and said 
quiedy: “I hope toe leaders . 
tollow toe wisdom of the de- 
legations.” 

Mr. Abbas, head of tbe PLO 
team, said toe idns raised ni 


talks here rince Monday that 
foiled to produce a final agree- 
ment wewd be submitted to 
'toe Israeli and -PLO lead- 
eiriiqxs. 

The three main obstades 
were “arrangenients” for cros- 
sing between Jeridio' and Jor- 
dan, the . of toe Jeridio 
. autonomous region and “ques- 
tions to jtoe Gaza Stnp," 
Mr: Perm tokf the press con- 
ference. 

“We have drawn op a docu- 
.ment utoiefa reflects the joint 
poations of tiie two delega- 
tions and we are now waiting 
toe agroBment' of Palestinian 
t^ -UraeU leaders," be said 
after both sides mrt Egypt’s 
Presideat Hosni Mubarak. 

Mr. Peres said diey agreed 
to (tonthnie committee meet- 


in 0 on security. 

The coontinatiiig conunittoe 
whi^ Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Abbas lead “could meet once 
again to.tbis end in Cairo” next 
weel^ be said. “When toe 
Pilcitipians have even dieir 
response we will give ours.” 

Mr. Abbas said the Egyptian 
efio r ts to broken an accord 
“made a great impact on the 
n^otiations.”. 

“I believe tbe oegotiatkms 
have been very constructive 
and that toe two leaderships 
will contome bonsnltatioiis and 
we hope that we ^ leadi a 
comprehensive aj^eement,” 
he sM. 


The Executive committee of 
toe PLO in Tunis rejected the 
latest foraeli propc^ls and in- 
sisted that Palestinians must 
have to^ control of border 
crossings after Israel with- 
(haws. 

Committee member Samir 
Gfac^ told Renters in Tunis 
that Mr. Arafot was flying to 
Cairo later on Wednesday to 
discuss problems in die talks 
with Mr. Mubarak. The Egyp- 
tians would also contact Israeli 
Prince Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Mr. Abbas told toe neu« 
conference: “Tbe negotiations 
were constructive. There were 
some id^ that will be discus- 
sed and we will continue to 
consult and negotiate, and we 
hope to reach an agreement.” 

He added: “There are still 
differences about toe issue of 
toe crossings and other issues 
that will M discussed ... we 
hope to meet again as toe 
liaison committee within a 
week to achieve toe required 
progress.” 

Under die accord signed in 
September, Israel sbc^d have 
stmted to vrididraw from toe 
Gaza Strip and the Jericho 
area on Dec. 13. Mr, . Rabin 
forced Mr. Arafot to accept an 
indefinite (lelay on Dec. 12. 

The Israelis presented -new 
proposals on the key issues on 

(Continued on pa^ 5)' . 


U.S. protests Israeli construction, Majali briefs lawmakers on peace talks 


but told to mind own binmess 


TEL AVIV (Agencies)— The - 
United States protested to 
Israel against huge Jewish 
building projects in and around 
East Jerusalem, toe IsraeU 
foreign ounistry siud Wednes- 
day. 

U.S. Ambassador Wiltiam 
Brown handed toe protest to 
the ministry's deputy director, 
Eytan Bentsur this week. 

Thousands more bousing un- 
its are due to go up on territor- 
ies seized in toe 1967 Mildle 
East war in a bid to maintain 
Israel’s bold on occupied Jeru- 
salem as a “united captaL” 

Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor, 
Ehud Olmert, rejected toe 
protest saying: “The future of. 
Jerusalem will not be decided 
at toe Stare Department, but 
here. 

'To stop Jerusalem from be- 
coming the capital of a Palesti- 
nian state we have to continue 
to bufid in toe town and out- 
side it," be told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Olmert, right-wing 
Likud Fa^, MP, said he had 
no intention of developing the 


city '.ter- tbe -w^. 

would condmiQlle on th^east " IsraeTS ^dam to.oqiaiidthfrc^ 


and north into toe West Bdtik, 
to fink Maale Adumim, where 
15,000 settlers live, toe 
Holy Qty in one continuous 
built-up area. 

The government announced 
a oonstnKXion ban on occupied 
lands after winning the 1992 
etectioDS, but exempted settle- 
ments considered “vital” to 
Israd's “seemity.” indwfing 
the Jerusalem region and 
allowed 11,000 othm to be 
completed. 

The ban was considered cru- 
cial to winmng $10 biliion loan 
gurantees over five years from 
the United States in August 
toe same year, but Washington 
chopped more than $4(X) mil- 
lion off tito year's $2 billion as 
a penalty for settlement bnild- 
ing. 

Israeli settlement of East 
Jerusalem turned the Arab 
population into a minority, 
wito 150,000 ^estinians com- 
pared to 155,000 Jews. 

The Israeli daily Maariv said 


and bmld into toe odriipfed 
West Bank between Jerusalem 
and Maale Adumim, the 
largest West Bank Jew^ set- 
tlement. 

Maariv quoted Israeli gov^- 
ernment sources as saying 
Israel promised to investi^ite 
and respond to toe protest. 
The United States is IssaePs 
closest ally and snf^riier ztf $3 
billion in annual aid. 

“I never thought they were 
tbe ones to decide tbe fore of 
Jerusalem. We will deckle toe 
fore of Jerusalem, and- 1 say 
toat here not in a provocative 
way,” Mr. Olmert told Israel 
Radio. 

Israel and tbe PLO have 
agreed to delay (fiscussioos ab- 
out he future the dty during 
at least two years (tf tte interim 
Palestiman self-rule envisaged 
by their September peace d^. 

brad continues to grab laud, 
pase 10 


By JKyiBito B1 Satodi 
Jadan Staff Rqptijcttx. 

iMiflifAN ~ ‘The -governmeiit 
and the Lower 'Hduse of Par- 
fiamdht .Wednesday (fiscussed 
Jordan’s stwd on tiie ^ab- 
braeli pmice proce^ and toe 
progress it has achieved. 

Pariiamrataiy sources said 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
AI Majali briefed tbe House on 
Jordan's stand on the 26- 
mointa-old n^otiations, coor- 
dination among Arab parties 
to the- peace talks and 
Jordahian-Palestinian rela- 
tums. 

Lawmakeis said Dr. Majali 
wqioiidcid to questions raised 
by more than 40 deputies on 
almost “all istoes” related to 
the peace talks during the ses- 
sion, utoidi was tnld beUftd 
dos^ doors at the request of 
toe prime minister. 

RtoOe many deputies de- 


sciibed-Dr. hfoj.afi^ <tiri>4KMr 
-statement aad-reqionsesfotoe . 
doraties' qodrtioos as '“de- 
tafled, frank and candi^” 
least one parfiamentariah said 
the sesrion <fid not add any 
thing new to what be already 
knows about tbe peace pro- 
cess. 

“Tbe session did not add any 
thing new... h (fid not reveal 
more than yon read at news- 
papers,” said Islamic Actum 
Front (lAF) Deputy Hammam 
Said. 

“The sessioo was compre- 
benrive, and (Dr. Majali's) 
answers were frank,” raid a 
member of the indepeiident 
bloc in the House, Abdul Raz- 
zaq Tlibeishat. 

Sources said that in his state- 
ment, Dr. Majali reiterated 
Jordan’s commitment to a 
oomprebensive settlement to 
toe Arab-lsraefi conflict and 
teqilained toe basic prindftiiBS 


Jordan^ ;pbiicy:on 
rtiA pefce'jiro(^.^ 

Hoi^ 

' ,to^\:^\ Joc^ 

^geh^,‘ Pefra, that Dr.'Majaii 
also - focused: on Jordanfon- 
Palestinian relations and gave 
•a tiioroi^ .defoription of the 
draft economic agreement be- 
tweea Jordan and toe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), 

Sourcra said Dr. Maj^ told 
tlie'House that diere were no 
(fifferenocs between the King- 
dom and toe FLO, and 
draft agreement on economic 
refotioos, whidi was drafted in 
'September and revised in. 
October and November, was 
not signed because the PLO 
was preoixupied wito other 
issues. 

.Sources said Dr. Majali taid 
the House that the FIX) ex- 
plained its pbdtitm to Jordan 
and requested the delay in 


signing the draft agreement, 
whidi w^T^utoed in.^^,mao..- 
* ■' i>B{inties said toe Irome and' 
toe govmnment would resume 
their debate of toe peace pro- 
cess at an unspecified date to 
diat depu^ can reqiond to 
Dr. bfojali. 

The “general (fisenssioa,” 
during wt^ Dr. Maj^ also 
briefiro deputies on the out- 
come of toe visit of Syrian 
Foreign MSmsier Farouk AI 
Sharaa, was requested by law- 
makezs earlier tins mouth after 
they described as common 
knowledge a briefing given by 
hfinister of State fm Foreign 
Affoirs Talal Ai Hassan.- . 

Some dqwties had argued 
against holding toe sessioo in 
camera saying toe people h^ 
toe right to learn ab(»t' prog- 
ress in tbe peace- process, but a 
majority of deputies vot^ it be 
held in secret when Mr.Masri 
put the issue to vote. 


Fahd opens Shura 
Council, reaffirms 
Vatican, Israel approve adherence to Sharia 

^ ^ RIYADH (Ageodes) — King pie’s aflmis itod would 

,1 _1 • g A.^ Fahd of Saudi Arabia Wednes- allow others to meddle i 

accord on diplomatic ties I dom’s first representative teadtings of itiam. 

ivi KA varatew ■ ■ i ■ ■ mi I ■ m 


Syria rejects Israeli 
call to halt resistance 


VATICAN CITY (Agendes) 
. — An Israeli-Vatican commit- 
tee Wednesday approved a 
basic agreement on estab- 
lishing bilateral diplomatic re- 
lations which is to be signed in 
occupied Jerusalem llniTsday, 
said a joint communique re- 
leased by the Vatican. 

Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro said toe statement 
welcomed “toe important re- 
sult” readied during working 
sessions rince July 19^ as weU 
as the dimate of “sinoere coop- 
eration” and “mutual trust” 
which marked them. 

The committee session, held 
at toe Vatican, was chair^ by 
foraeli Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yossi B^in and bis Vati- 
can counterpart Qaudio Cell!. 


The last working session be- 
fore toe Thursday signing cere- 
mony consisted- of a point by 
point scrutiny of toe preamble, 
toe 15 artides of toe agreement 
.and its protocol on toe di- 
plomatic status of the q)edai 
representatives the two si^ 
are to exchan^, Mr. Navarro 
said. 

Once toe Israeli parliament 
and toe Vatican authorities 
Tatify the agreement, (fiplo- 
mats will l>e exchanged at 
ambassadorial and pap^ nun^. 
do level, according to artide 


The document, the most im- 
poitwt step in Israeli-Vatican 
relations since tiie'Jewish state 
was founded in 1948, was given 
final aroroval by (ielegations 
which had worked on the 
accord for 17 months. 

The new relati(nis are ex- 
pected to make it easier for 
Pope John Paul to accept 
standing invitations by Israeli 
government and Jewish reli- 
gions leaders to v»t the Holy 
• Land. 

The Vatican has previously 
recognised the right (>f toe Jew- 
ish state to exist within secure 
borders. 

But it first wanted progress 
on the Palestinian question and 
^larantees for Jeruslaem as a 
dty sacred to the three great 
monotheistie regions — Juda- 
ism, Christianity and Iriam — 
before agreeing to fail di- 
iriomatic recog^OD. 

These wider issues were left 
to tbe Middle East peace talks 
in Watotngton while toe de- 
legations worked on Ixlateral 
issues. 

Spokesman Navarro said the 
aco^ may make it easier for 
tbe Vatican to play a grater 
role in constructing Middle 
East peace. 

In toe preamble, toe Vatican 
and Israel agree on the singular 
character and universal signifi- 


cance of the Holy Land. 

But in one imprutant artide,- 
tbe Vatican states toat while 
toe Catholic Chnrdi reserves 
tbe ri^t to speak out on moral 
issues, it agr^ hot to become 
diiectly involved in conflicts. 

The agreement says this 
prindple applies spedtically to 
“disputed territories and im- 
settlra borders.” 

In the same artide, both 
sides commit themselves to 
sup port peaceful resolutfons to 
lo^ or world conflicts and to 
condemn tenorism. ■ 

In another artide, both sides 
agree to combat anti-Semitism, 
racism and religious integer- 
anoe. The Vatim states it 
deplores attacks on Jews, de- 
secration of ^nagognes and 
cemeteries and acts wMch 
offend toe memory of the vio- 
tims of the holocaust 
Both sides agree to protect 
freedom of worship and re- 
spect each religion's sacred 
{daces. 

Israel recognises the Catho- 
lic Cburdi's ri^t to not its own 
schools, coTtimunications 
media, a^ welfare ^endes in 
toe Jewish state. 

The agre^Bt encoBrhges 
Christian pUgrimagra to the 
Holy Land in the hope toat 
these will help advance 
Cbristian-Jewish relations 
around the world. 


RIYADH (Ageodes) — King 
Fdid of Saudi Arabia Wednes- 
day inaugurated toe King- 
d(nn*s first representative 
assemUy in 60 years as part of 
long-promised political re- 
forms. 

He vowed to continue the 
path of eoustructibn and de- 
vdoptnent and asserted toe 
Uogritxn's determination “to 
cany on- wito our righteous 
islanric teadiings." 

“The government system is 
based on Islamic laws so toe 
system of tiie Shura Counial is 
based in all its contexts on the 
baric principles of Islani,” tbe 
king said. ■ 

“We are confident tiiat this 
oonndi be ... of help to the 
government to acdiieve what 
we a^re of good and {noqMf- 
ity for the' country and tbe 
dtizens,” he added. 

The members of toe 60-man 
,^nra (consultative) Council, 
*all . applied by i^g Fahd, 
took oato Tuesday. 

At tite swearing-in ceremony 
on Tuesday, toe king sai(f: 
“This counby is attached to 
toe Sharia (folanUc law), in the 
letter and. in the spirit, and 
acceins notiiing that is'not in 
conformity wito Itiamic feito.” 

. The Sharia , is “among tbe 
best tystems in the world'’ in 
an fields, even if tiiere are no 
Western-style elections in 
Saudi Arabia, he said, quoted 
by the official Saadi Press 
Agency. 

King Fabd said his coun^ 
(fid not iuterfae in other peo- 


ple’s aflmis lUld would not 
(JIow others tO meddle in its 
own, whidi wefe based on toe 
teadiings of iriam. 

Tbe members of toe Goandl 
— the first to pve a voice to 
non-members of toe rnling 
Sauds sinoe the country was set 
up in 19^ and named after the 
king's family — were 
appointed in a roiyal decree on 
Aug. 20. 

’nie coundl is made up of 
academics, busmessmen and 
religious figures, some of- 
whom are reputed to be liber- 
als. It is to discuss poli^ and 
planning, serve an initial four- 
year term and take decisions 
by majority vote. 

Accortling to terms laid 
down by King Fabd, the coun- 
cil will submit dedsions to toe 
monarch who will keep tbe 
final say. The coundl will also 
be able to question govern- 
ment ministers. 

In September 1992, toe Iting 
named former Justice Mpuister 
Mohammad Ben Ibrahim Ben 
Jubair as head of toe 'new 
coundl. which will itself select 
a deputy leader and form oom- 
mittees. 

As part of limited political 
reforms promised during toe 
1990-1991 Gulf crisis and 
iay^ down Islamic law as the 
of a constitution, Saudi 
Arabia has been into 

13 provinces, each with an 
emir of ministerial rank. 


(Continned on page 5) 


DAMASCUS (R) — - 
Wednesday dismissed- a’h 
Israeli appeal to stop tbe fier- 
cest gueniina attacks on Israeli 
troops in South Lebanon for 
five montiK. 

Resistance against occupa- 
tion was legitimate, tiie offi^l 
daily AI Ba^ said. 

It condemned foraeli air 
raids against Lebanon and said 
they showed toat toe Teudsh 
state did not want {>^ce. The 
attadEs wOI cemtinne, it added. 

Israeli Prime Nfinister Yjg- 
zhak Rabin said Tuesday that 
Syria, the main pemerbroker in 
Lebanon, was not (Joing 
enou^ to stop tbe gnerrilla 
attacks. 

“We don't find it strange at 
an to see Rabin repeating from 
the occuped Uuid of toe south 
bis febe accusations against 
Syria under illogical fwetexts.” 
Ad Baato said. 

“He wants to stop national 
.resistance operations ignoring 
toe foct that they are a legiti- 
mate right for any people 
whose laud is occupied.’’ 

HizboUah guerrillas 
mounted more attacks on 
Wednesday in the “security 
zeme” Isra^ troops occupy in 
South Lebanon, drawing fierce 
retaliatoiy fire. 

bradi planes on Tuesday 
raided IfizboHah posts on the 
Iqlim AI Toufoh ridge and the 
gnerrilltt bit bade with rocket 
salvoes on Maijayoun, where 
Israeli forces and their 
Lebanese militia allies have 
beadcniarters, and military 
positions. 

Security -sources said eight 
hit-and-run assaults were 


moonted from dusk Tuesday to 
>.da^ Wednesday behind bar- 
hgss of Katymha rockets thai 
rained down on the “security” 
zone’s central and eastern sec- 
tors. 

Israeli troops and surrogate 
militiainen of toe South Leba- 
non^ Army responded wito 
howitzer and tank barrages on 
viDa^ straddling toe occupied 
bOTwr enclave, toe sources 
said. 

The HizboUah group said 
Wednesday three of its guerril- 
las were killed in Tuesday’s 
Israeli air raids. 

Security sources had said at 
least two guerrillas were killed 
and three wounded in three air 
attacks on Hizbollah positions 
in Iqlim AI Toufah ridge. 

The Hitoollah statement (fid 
not give any number of the 
wounded. 

The fitting is toe worst on 
toe most volatile' Arab-Israeli 
frontline since a seven-day 
Israeli air and artfliery offen- 
sive last July. 

AI Baato said guerrilla op- 
erations would continue until 
toe south of Lebanon . was 
liberated from braeii odenpa- 
tion. 

“■Withdrawal from all occu- 
pied Arab lands is a condition 
for achieving peace. Without it 
tiic region will never witness 
security and stability,” it iaid. 

‘TTicre is no doubt that toe 
series of savage raids launched 
^ Israel against unarmed, civi-. 
lians is pan of mi aggressive 
policy which gives more-evi- 
dentt about Rabin’s rejection 
of all efforts aimed at adii^ng 
peace. . . 
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Qadhafi: West knows who 


‘real’ Pan Am bombers are 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan 
leader Moammar Qadhafi 
Tuesday insisted that a re- 
ported change in statements by 
a key witness had proved 
Libyans innocence in the 1988 
bombini^ of a U.S. airliner over 
Lockerbie, Scotland. 

Bui an authoritative source 
here said the govermnent was 
nonetheless r^y to have two 
Libyans — suspected in the 
bombing bv London and 
Washington — stand trial in 
any countr>' but Britain and the 
United Stares. 

Coloiiel Qadhafi in a tele- 
vised speech charged that the 
United- States, Britain and 
France “know full well who 
was responsible” for die 
truction of the airliner. 

”They accuse Libya because 
they got their price'' from the 
real culprits, ‘'whereas from 
Libya they have gotten no- 
thing.” 

The United States and Bri- 
tain have charged two Libyans 
in the mid-air e:<plosioa, which 
killed 270 people, and have 
demanded their extradition to 
face trial. 

Libya has refused and is cur- 
rently under United Nations, 
economic sanctions as a resvJt. 


In his remarks Tuesday, del- 
ivered at Ujaylat, 100 
kilometres west of here, Col. 
Qadhafi cited reports that a 
major witness in the case bad 
altered previous statements. 

In an interview with the Sun- 
day Tunes newroaper in Bri- 
tain on Dec. 19-uwin BoUier, 
director of a small Swiss elec- 
tronics firms, contradicted an 
earlier account in which he said 
be had only supplied Libya 
with the type of tuning device 
used in the Lockerbie bomb. 


Mr. Bollier told the Sunday 
Tunes he had also sold the 
device to the fomeT East Ger- 
many, whose secret police had 
links with the Syrian-based 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC) led by 
Ahmad Jibril. 


Mr. Jibril’s group was initial- 
ly suspected in the bombing, 
before the world’s attention 
switched to Libya. 

With the change in state- 
ment, Col. Qadhafi stressed, 
the United States, Britain and 
France “appeared to all the 
world as Uars... exploiting a 
terrible accident to settle ueir 
political scores” with Tripoli. 


The United Nations has also 
densanded that Libya cooper- 
ate with a French inquiry mto 
an explosion aboard a DC-10 
over Mger in 1989 that killed 
170 and in which four Libyans 
are wanted for questioning. 

In a related development 
Ttiesday, an autboritiative 
source reported here that the 
eovemMent was prraared to 
hand over the two Libyan sus- 
pects for trial anyuriiere but in 
the United States or Britain. 

He said Foreign Minister 
Omar Al Muntasser bad uiged 
United Nations Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali to con- 
vince the United States, Bri- 
tain and France to accept the 
Libyan proposal to for a trial in 
a third country. 

Pr. Ghali's spokesman, Joe 
Sills, said Monday in New 
York that the Libyan ambassa- 
dor in Fwijing. Muftah Hadi, 
had delivered the request dur- 
ing the secretary-general’s visit 
to Qune. 

Earlier this month Col. 
Qadhafi had gone back on his 
demand for a trial in a third 
country, saying the two sus- 
pects, Abdul Basset Al Megra- 
m and . .Al AmiiK' Khalifa Fhima, 
“will b€ judged in Libya only.” 


Saddam escaped 


bomb — reports 


LONDON (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
escaped a bomb attack last 
September that may have been 
planned by one of his closest 
aides, possibly in collusion 
with ^.United States, reports 


sav. 


Tl'.c British daily the Times, 
quoting well placed Iraqi 
sources, said Ftesident Sad- 
dam. 56. escaped injury in a 
bomb attack on a convoy in 
which be was travelling to a 
meeting with some of bb advi- 
sors arranged only a few hours 
beforehand. 

The advisors wetj virtually 
the only people to know about 
the meeting and included - De- 
puty Prime Minister Taneq 
Aziz, Vice-Preridsnt Taha 
Yassin Ramadan. Defence 
Minister All Ha^san Al Majid 
£.nd ihe head of President Sad- 
cair.'s bodyguards. Rashad 
Amin. 

One of hi. jod>^jaros WLt 
>vounded in the attack on the 
seven vehicle convoy, accord- 
ing to the report. 

Al! those who took rart in 
the mectir.g He’*. ' i*jes- 
lioned. the l-ut 

added that “Sad'.^_... :i.ay not 
necessarily suspect them, 
rlthough he is even su^iciotis 
of his mother, but it r'uld be 
their aides or a leak ih : jlecom- 


munications. 

Opposition groups have said 
they were not involved in the 
attack, and an Iraqi source 
quoted the paper added; 
“The suspicion in Baghdad is 
that the plot was hatched with- 
in the regime possibly with 
.American support.” 

The source said: “It is puz- 
zling the go\*emment because 
It Thought the Americans 
v.'ould leave Saddam alone, 
especially now he is complying 
wii'n some of the U.N.'s de- 
mands.” 

fn October the Sunday 
Times reported that Iraqi 
opposition members had plan- 
ned to attack President Sad- 
dam on July 17.. when the 
president was due to take part 
in a military’ procession. 

They tried to win U.S. back- 
i.ng for the plot but without 
success, the Sunday Times 
said. The plot was uncovered 
.ind hundreds of officers were 
arrested and questioned. 

1^e Associated Press re- 


ported that at least 60 senior 
military, police and govern- 
ment officials have been de- 
tained and interrogated in a 
wide-ranging investigation led 
by President Saddam's 
youngest son, Qusai. 28. who 
heads the presidential intelli- 
gence apparatus. 

The AP said unconfirmed 
reports said 20 army officers, 
scune senior, have been ex- 
ecuted since the Sept. 24 
attack. As far as is known, it is 
the first in which suspicion has 
fallen on members of Saddam's 
inner circle, it said in a Nicosia- 
datelined story. 

“No one is being spared in 
the intense security probe that 
is still underway,” one particu- 
larly . knowledgeable traveller 
told the AP. 

The sources said attack has 
sent shock waves through the 
regime and undermined confi- 
dence in President Saddam's 
security at a time when even 
the minority Sunni Muslim 
sect, long a pillar of the niiing 
afip^tus. is showing signs of 
growing disenchantment after 
titree veal's of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions. 

President Saddam himself 
and his eldest son, Odai, have 
also been involved in the inter- 
rogations, the sources said. 

They said President Sad- 
dam's assailants detonated a 
roadride bomb in Baghdad's 
northeastern outskirts as his 
motorcade pas^, according 
to the AP. 

The explosives were hidden 
in a rusting broken-down trac- 
tor abandoned a year ago be- 
side the highway running 
through Umm Al Bazazeen, a 
district of orchards and gar- 
dens. the sources reported. 

The president, riding in a 
black, armoured Mercedes- 
Benz limousine that was the 
fourth in a seven-vehicle con- 
voy, was not hurt, they said. 
One of his bodyguards was 
wounded. 

President- Saddam was on his 
way to a hastily arranged meet- 
ing with senior aides, including 
Mr. Ramadan. Mr. Aziz, Mr. 
Majid and Mr. Amin, when 
the attack took place, the 
sources said. 

They said that only a handful 
of officials knew about the 
meeting called only hours be- 
fore by President Saddam. 


Syria said 
issuing 
exit visas 
to Jews 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Syria has recently issued 
exit %’isas to Syrian Jews after 
Ftesident Hafez Al Assad 
promised his couotiy would do 
so in early December, a State 
Department official said , 
Tuesday. 

“We ve seen some progress 
over the last few weeks.. .in the 
issuance of travel documents,” 
said an official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

He refrised to ffve any de- 
tails, such as how many exit 
visas had been granted. 

At a nearly four-hour meet- 
ing with Sectary of State 
Warren ' Ounsfoptier Dec.. 5 
Mr. Assad pledg^ to issue exit 
visas to aU remaining Syrian 
Jews by the end of the month. 

At that time U.S. officials 
said they estimated that of the 
1.^ or so Jews who remain in 
Syria, 800 to SSO of th«n bad 
not been given visas .that would 
permit them to leave the coun- 
tiy should they choose to do 
so. 

Last February, on Mr.- 
Christopher's first visit to 
Damascus as secret^ of state, 
Mr. Assad made a siinilar com- 
mitmeot that was not fulfilled. 


Syrian-Israeli peace talks 
have been stalled since 
September, princfoally over 
the future of the Golan 
Heights, a strategic plateau 
which Israel seized in 1967. 
Syria wants a total Israeli with- 
drawal but l^el anil not say 
how much it will vacate until 
Syria makes a commitment to a 
total peace. 

Mr. Chiistopher said early 
tills month that President Bill 
Qinton and Mr. Assad will 
meet in Geneva in mid-Janu- 
aiy to “reinvigorate” the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

The aonouDcement of the 
meeting came after Syria made 
goodwfll gestures on the issues 
of Israeli servicemen misring in 
Lebanon and on the exit visas 
for Syrian Jews. 

Members of the Jewish com- 
munity in Syria confirmed 
Tue^y that hundreds of Jews 
have b^Q given exit visas to 
leave . Syria in a gesture 
President Assad before his 
summit with President Clinton. 



anti-peace PROTESTS; Jewirii setders Tto 
day wi ght burn a flag near Orient 

House, the headquarters of the Palestinian peace 
taiifc delegatioa in East Jemsalem. The Israeli 


supreme court rejected a request by ^ sett^ 
to htrid a laige dmnonstration outside Orient 
House (AFP photo) 


Talabani accuses Iran of 


instigating Kurdish violence 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Recent fighting among Kur- 
dish factions in northern Iraq 
has revealed that Iran — not 
Iraq — is most active in seek- 
ing to undermine stability in 
the Kurdish “safe haven” a 
Kurdish leader says. 

Jalal Taiabani. head of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), also said in an inter- 
view here that the fighting has 
tom apart the Iraqi opposition 
and diminished its effective- 


ness. 

“Tie Iraqi regime cannot 
move in fear of the protection 
provided by the international 
presence... and also in fear of a 
possible Kurdish resistance.” 
Mr. Talabani told the Associ- 
ated Press Tuesday. 

Mr. Taiabani said Iran sup- 
ported Muslim fundamentalists 
in this month’s offensive 
against the PUK in the Kurdish 
enclave, which is protected by 
BritiUi, Frendi and U.S. war- 
planes enforcing a “no-fly” 
zone. 

Mr. Talabani said his group 
had achieved an overwhelming 
victory after recapturing bases 
taken by the Islamic Move- 
ment in Kurdistan (IMK) and 
overtaking their headquarters 
and other key positions. 

Islamic fighters throughout 
Kurdistan have been disarmed 
by PUK fighters, he added. 

‘Hundred of the Islamic 


Movement fighters have joined 
the Patriotic Union, others 
have surrendered and a num- 
ber have fled to Iran.” Mr. 
Talabani said. 

He refused to disclose 
casualty estimates, except to 
say that many innocent lives 
were lost in the fighting that 
the PUK says the fundamental- 
ists started on Dec. 18. 

The PUK and the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP). 
although historical rivals, now 
form a coalition to govern the 
Kurdish area, which functions 
as an effectively independent 
state. 

The veteran Kurdish Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP). although 
historical rivals, now form a 
coalition to govern the Kurdish 
area, which functions as an 
effectively independent state. 

The veteran Kurdish leader 
said that after the fighting his 
troops uncovered dt^menta- 
tion “cleariy showii^ the 
strong ties” between Tehran 
and the Islamic Movement. He 
did not elaborate. 

Mr. Talabani accused the 
fundamentalists of starting the 
clashes by attacking PUK posi- 
tions. setting fire lo them and 
killiug a number of its mem- 
bers. 

PUK ofrers of a peaceful 
dialogue to overcome the dif- 
ferences went unanswered, he 
said. 


“Our fighters were forced 
to resort to their right of self- 
defence to restore the occupied 
positions and chase the re- 
sponsible persons for punish- 
ment.” he added. 

Mr. Talabani said the events 
of recent weeks had damaged 
the Iraqi opposition. 

“There is no unity in the 
forces of the opposition,” he 
said. “Any event that has the 
aspect of fighting will damage 
the Iraqi opposition.” 

Asked if the United States 
and Europe have fulfilled their 
promises of humanitarian aid 
CO the Iraqi Kurds, Mr. Talaba- 
ni appeared ^teful. 

“Tens of millions of dollars 

'e allocated to secure these 
humanitarian requirements 
which have heipM a laige 
number of Kurds survive 
fomine.” 

Mr. Talabani denied that re- 
ports of a new attempt to 
assassinate Saddam Hussein 
were true, but refused to com- 
ment further on the subject. 

KDP leader M.iaOud Barzani 
Tuesday blamed the IMK for 
instigating the clashes but also 
criticised the PUK for • un- 
ching attacks withk*< the 
dish towns of ^ulaymaniyeh 
and Erbil. 

In Baghdad, offida) news- 
papers also accu^d neighbour- 
ing countries of stiiring up 
trouble in northern Iraq. 


Algerian poet murdered 
after FIS vow of violence 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Armed men killed poet and 
writer Yousef Sebti Tuesday at 
a farm where he lived, while a 
Muslim fiimdamentaiist leader 
called on Islamic filters to 
continue their holy war, rebuf- 
fing ofiers for dialogue. 

Abdul Razak Radjam, head 
of the Islamic Salvation Front's 
(HS) information commission, 
also asked fighters to unify 
their ranks to bring about a 
quick victory over Algeria's 
military-backed regime. 

Security forces said Sebti's 
throat was slashed at a farm 
next to the agronomy institute 
where he worked in tte eastern 
suburb of Al harrach. 

Sebti, 46, part of a group of 
surrealist poets, wrote cultural 
chronicles for Algiers news- 
papers. 

He was the 18th member of. 
Alena's intellectual and jour- 
nalistic community killed since 
March. Authorities have in the 
past blamed Islamic radicals 
for such assassinations. 

Meanwhile, the front's Rad- 
jam, in a communique re- 
ceived in Paris, exhorted fight- 
er to continue their holy war, 
saying paradbe awaits those 


vriio die in battle. 

The communique, received 
by the French news agency. 
Agence France Presse, was the 
most trenchant of several re- 
sponses to recent offers of dia- 
logue by authorities seeking a 
way out of the crisis. A spiral 
of violence has left more than 
2.0C10 people dead in two 
years. 'Twenty-three foreigners 
have been killed since late 
September. 

Earlier this month, a group 
of six FIS* founding members 
recently accepted dialogue on 
condition that jailed leaders be 
freed. 'Then. Rabah Kebir, 
front spokesman in exile in 
Germany, set five conditions 
for dialogue, including trial for 
those responsible for repres- 
sion against fundamentalists. 

In the communique, dated 
Dec. 22. Mr. Radjam called on 
fighters “to continue the jihad 
because God has promised vic- 
tory to the nation of the jihad 
and promised paradise to mar- 
tyrs of the jihad.” 

' He asked fighting groups, 
known to be splintered into 
numerous factions, to “unify 
their ranks under a single ban- 
ner.” 


SocMist 

activist 

killed 


in Sanaa 


ADEN (Agencies) — A young 
member of the Yemeni tecial- 
ist Parly (YSP) has been mur- 
dered in me capital city Sanaa, 
the party announced here. 

Abdul Latif Saad Al Rtiaini, 
“a young student and a dyna- 
mic ppty worker,” was kmed 
last Thursday, the 151st mem- 
ber of the YSP to be murdered 
since North and tenth united 
in May 19W, the party added. 

The YSP blamed “treacher- 
ous hands” for the kflling but 
did not elaborate. 

Yemen for the past four 
months has been in political 
crisis, caused by conflict be- 
tween President AU Abdullah 
Saleh, general secretary of the 
northern-based Geoetm Peo- 
ple's ^r^ess, and Vice-Presi- 
dent Ah Salem Al Beedh, 
leader of the YSP and a south- 
erner. 

Mr. Beedh has been entren- 
ched in the southern city of 
Aden since August 19, deman- 
ding that polia^ and econo- 
mic decentralisation be im- 
plemented as a comUtion for 
^turning to Sanaa. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arab ministers to meet in Tunis on drugs 


TUNIS (R) - Arab inierior ministers will m«l inTunLyidrly 
hTJanuarv to discuss plans to combat .ItepI drues. officials 

SjSVSX 

cooDcration ” Mr. Salem said in a statement. The agcnd.t aho 
an Arab strategy plan and an information plan fotM 
combating narcotics, he added. 1 




20,000 Israelis killed in traffic since 1948 


-TPI AVIV f AP) — About 20,000 Israelis have been killed ia 
traffic accidents since the 1948 foundingof 
reDOTtssaid. Bv comparison. 17.700 soWcera ha^v follcn m the 
st^'s wars and battles in the 45 years. Israel has a 
population of 5.3 million people. The reports ««d ncar^ 4% 
Eraelis were killed in 199.^, compared to 56 Israeli soldiers and 
civilians slain that year in attacks linked to lire upnwng agatn&t 
Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Iran claims 5 killed in rebel fighting 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran said Tuesday that at least ^e “ic^' 
members” of a leading dissident group have been tailed in. 
internal fighting. The claim was demed by the Mujahedeen^ 
Khalq as another attempt to discredit the group. T^c mullahs 
are delirious and are fabricating thU stoiy. Mujahedem 
spokesman Ali Safavi said by telephone. At^rjng to th^ 
sSe-run Islamic Republic News Awncy, the dwths <^neir| 
when disaffected Mujahedeen members attacked a re^l 
in southern Iraq on Dec. 15. IRNA smd it heard about the 
attack on Saturday from an unidentified Mujahedeen deserter 
in Amman. The news agency characterised the attack as |!^ 
of internal opposition — vehemently denied by the Mujah^ 
deen — against the Baghdad-based group s cooperation i^h 
Iraqi authorities. It said more than rockets hit a 

three-story building which housed the Mujabedwen rebels, 
killing five people and wounding “many others. The Iranian 
dispatch did not identify the victims. IRNA quot^ to 
deserter as saying the base housed Mehdi Abnsm^hi, the 
divorced husband of Maryam Oajar .Azondalou, nersdf a 
former wife of Mujahedeen leader Masond Raja%i. 


Park to replace Tehran red-light zone 


NICOSIA (R) -- The city of Tehran has launched a S57 
million project to build an amusement park, sports Comdex 
and cultural centre at the site of a red-light district razed in 
1988, Iranian television reported. Work had started on nhat 
would be the capital’s biggest amusement park in the 
32-hectare Jamshid district that once was a cluster of rumlown 
brothels and opium dens, it said. The mayor of Tehran's 1 JtlF. 
district said on television that much of the project's estimated 
cost of 100 billion rials (S57 million) had been allocated and h 
would be completed in three years if the rest of the funds ooidd 
be secured. Apart from the amusement park, the complex 
would indude a museum, a library, art and craft woric^ian, 
outdoor and indoor sport fodlities for men and wmen and a 
2,000-car parking lot. he said. Jamshid district in scffth 
Tehran, named after the main street running through it. was 
tom down nine years after Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution. Its 
rehabilitation is part of a series urban renovation projects in . 
poorer southern sections of Tehran. 


Botched hostage rescue shocks Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AP) — President G1 fcps Perides has oitiered m 
inquiry to find out wrhat went wrong when elite anti-terTorist. 
units shot dead a hostage they were ti^wg to r^c on- 
Christmas eve. The botched opeiateni which also killed the 
ateuctor, her fiancee, has shocked *he inbahitants of this 
island, where violent crime is \ irtu;. theard of. Televiaon 
news and analysis programmes nighu> have been running and 
rerunning footage of the bloody scene in the west coast resort 
of Paphos. The footage shows a five-member team of the 
MMAD anti-terrorist force storming an apa^ent where 
Eleftherios Andronicou, 34, «tis h*''Iding hk 22-ycar-oW 
r. ,v.’. E“si Constantinou, c ening fo kill her. 

Neighbours had summoned polu. . i ffjmu ni^i after hearing 

a noisy quarrel and the woman's cries for help. Early reports 
said was killed by her boyfriend, who was arm^ witii a-, 
shotgun. But a medical examiners report later established that 
both' died by police fire. The report '-ii-^ 20 bullets were found 
the man's body and three in tiic woman’s. A police^^ 


in 


statement said one policeman was wounded sli^tly in the 
shoulder by shotgun pellets apparently fired by Ani^nioou. 
On Monday, Mr. Cerides ordered the ii^uest to be headed by < 
Supreme Court president Andreas Loizou. 


Police seize heroin in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (R) — Police in Turkey seized 68 kilogrammes of 
heroin Tuesday and arrested a tiuck driver after finding to 
drug . hidden under crates of hazel nuts bound for to 
Netherlands, Anatolia news agency re^rted. Security offi- 
cials, quoted by Anatolia, said the Turkish driver's tni» was 
searched by customs police at the Kapikule border crosang 
point into Bulgaria. 


Bombs explode at Turkish party building 


ANKARA (R) — Two bombs exploded at an office bdotong 
to Turkey's ruling True Path Party Tuesday, wounding nw 
people. Anatolia news agency reported. The bomto, thrown i, 
by an unidentified attacker, wounded a guard, two partyr^^ 
.officials and a doorman and caused material damage at to' 
building in Ankara's residential district of Anitfepe, it said. No 
one claimed responsibility for the anack but the Manust gtoiq) 
Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left) has carried out simtor attaito . 
on securi^ and political t^ets in big dries. Priine Minister; 
Tansu Ciller's centre-right True Path Party is the seniqr 
partner in a coalition government which has ruled the coufltiy 
for two years. 
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Yesterday's hi^ temperatures: Am- 


man 19. Aqaba 24. Hiunkity readings: 
Amman Sz per oeat. Aqaba 42 per 


cent. 


UVEATHES 




Clouds v»|; appear at a!;!. 

:uua w.t^ s chance of sc»(ic;*d shov.- 
: r, winJs tvill be ro'jibcJ.:ter>‘ 
r:occ.'aic. In Aqaba, it will be ciuuil\' 
t> tth a chance of sbowen. winds will be 
nonhcriy moderate and seas calm. 


MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 9/19 

Aqaba 13/24 

Deserts 7/20 

Jordan 12 / ^ 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Ai Ghoul 790730 

Dr. Jamal Al Ja'bari 796460 

Dr. Yousef Nasr 7S1144 

Dr. lOialdoug Asfcvr 666873 

Fires pha.'T'.ucK 6ftl9!3 

Fcrda-Ai.:; j- -.-. . . 

Al.v.;T.ur.;..r?: -- ... «7!jr5 

Nai.-oukh phai'R.aey bIJbTZ 

A] Sclam pbaniuc> h3rt73ii 

'i'acnub phiinnacy 044945 

Shmcisaiii pharmacy 63766(.' 

Nnjibpoannae) 847632 

IRBlDiDr. Mobammad Al Kflu 

279773 

Al Ouds phannacy (— .) 

ZMIQA: 

Dr.RajcbSaqr 901290 

UnUebfAanBaey 9854)7 


EMERGENCIES 

Chi) Defence Deporn^ ...... 661))) 

Gvil Defence Inmicdiale 

Reacoe 630341 

QvO Defence EmcTEcncy 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

File Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 77S121 

Hii^iwayPoliee 8434QZ 

Traffic police 896390 

PuUie Security Department .... 630821 
Hotel Complamis 605800 

Price Coaipbiins iT6 

Water add Sewerage 

Gompbinu 897467 

Amman Municipality 

^ CcnsflainLi 787111 

jclcph^n'. 

{direct: a.'5ts;apccj 121 

010230 

Ccnsrel MiTi.Tian Telephone 

P-6peirs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repain 661 lOl 

Jordan Tcknriuoo 773HI 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Waur Authority 680100 

Jordan EleciriGity Authority ... 81S61S 

Electne Power 

Company 636381 

U Flighi Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia ImLAirpon OS-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

HusKin Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J.Aaui... 644281/6 
AkOcb Maternity, J.Ama.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman hfatemity 642362 

Maltaas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmetsani 664171/4 

Shmekani Hoqxial 669131 

Univeisi^ Hospital 846845 

Al-Muashcr HosiUal 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaTi 6661Z7/37 

AI-AMI, AbdaK 664164/6 

. Italian. Al-Mubajreea 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashraficb 7751 1 i/26 

Anny.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224(VS0 

Anal Hospital 6741S5 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovi. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarn National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHibaModmiHospitiif ^)9W99a 

RBID: 

Princess Basma Heqntal „ (021275555 
Creek CaUioCe Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital t02)247100 

AQABA: 

PrincesHaya Hospital .... (03)3I4I[( 
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This iaformtioa is supplied by Royal 
Jdfdaman (RJ) inlbrnutkm depm- 
mciit ar (Ac Oucen Alia Imcnamma/ 
Ahpoa Tit. (08)53200^. where k 
mould always be verified. 
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JJ RSS, British Royal 
Society discuss 
scientific cooperation 


N 


ii^ 
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.IaMMAN — Dr. Hani Mulki, 
lseoetaiy‘£eoenl of the ICgher 
Coundl for Sdeoee and Tech- 
nology (HGST) and president 
o[ the Rwid Sdentific So^ty 



Sodety. tAois currently on a 
> 1 • viat to Jordan. Present at the 
’ ■'i meeting we Mr. Husni 
'> 'll ' Aye^V wdner member of the 
r>r»K„,. '■‘^V Upper House of Pariiament, 

DrTSa’W Alloush, RSS vice 
president and Dr. Mobaihmad 
nalaiqa, HC5T assistant 
secretaiy g^nral. 

At die outset of the meeting. 
Dr. MuHd presented a briefing 


ting 

■■■ 


• ‘‘’ilp 




n ■ on RSS dite and objectives. 


' ' >• \ . in its capacity as a nasionai 
institution f& resea 
dustriai seivices, pointing out 
that RSS activities concentrate 
on thrM n^or areas, namely 
^jfdied. research of develop- 
mental nato^, standards and 
specificraote and technical 






IBM 
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r Jn red- 
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Dr. MuUa added that RSS 
concentrated in the past years 
on prepariiig spedaiised tedi- 
nkal training programmes to 
meet the ne^ of Jordan and 
die Arab r^on for spedaiised 
tedmicai omres. 

He added that Princess 
Sumtqra Umverrity College for 
.Techndogy vas establish^ in 
order- to <att^ this objective, 
and it now giants the bachelor 
d^ree in .oennputer sdence 
and electronics engineering. 


Or. AUoush talked about 
RSS centres and departments, 
noting that sdentific research 
as well as technical consulta- 
tions and services which RSS 
undertakes are compatible 
with the development process 
and the requirements of indus- 
try in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Halaiqa presented a 
briefing on HCST duties, with 
regard to coordination of sci- 
entific research efforts and 
providing finandal support to 
some researdi and develop- 
ment activities in the King- 
dom. 

The two sides discussed 
me^ to further develop sd- 
entific cooperation between 
the Jordanian and British sd- 
entific institutions in the in- 
terest of both. 

Dr. Atiyah toured some RSS 
laboratories and praised the 
sdentific progress of RSS. He 
also underlined his readiness to 
develop sdentific relations be- 
tween the two countires and 
look for new spheres of coop- 
eration. 

Dr. Atiyah later visited the 
Educational Research and De- 
velopment Centre where he 
met with its president. Dr. 
Victor Billeh, and the National 
Information centre, where be 
met Dr, Yousef Nusair, acting 
di^or of the centre. He was 
briefed on the activities and 
the objectives of the two cen- 
tres. 




^‘^Housang Corporation survey shows 


IV.-3 .It, few pecqile can afford buying land 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of.tiie Honring and 
Urban Devdopment Corpora- 
tion Yousef HQyasat has stres- 
sed tile needfor enacting a new 
legislation ^yOpwing the pi^- 
ii(xin% of big plots of land into 
<maHCT ones-to enable low and 
limited income people to buy 
such i^ts and tniild tiieir own 
houses. 

DnriQ^ a. meetirig attendddi-.-. 
by Gre^Ser 'Amman Mayor-- 
Mnm doA Al Abbadi, 
Ifiyasat said' the oorporatidri 
bad curied out a survey of 
resideiitial {riots of land in Zar- 
qa, Ixbid ara Greater Amman 
to see wfaens bousing projects 
for fimited and low-income 
dtizens could be implemented. 

He said the study pirinted 
,ont that a Httie less than 40 per 
'’cent of the population cannot 


buy land under the current 
cucumstances. This requires 
that umall plots of land be 
tnftdft available to the largest 
number of population. 

Studies on national housing 
strat^^ carried out in 1991 
showed an imbalance in urban 
hinfl- It revealed severe ^or^- 
tayi! of plots afiordable by li- 
and low income {lopula- 
tiMj while there was a HKg 
Jsuppiy of urban plots of .land 
''dassifed under the A and B 
categories, which only wealthy 
pet^e can afford buying. 

The studies showed that at 
least 25 per cent of tiie popula- 
tion cannot afford buying plots 
(rf land of an area of ^ square 
metres, aduefa is the minimum 
area that can be clasafied 
under the D group. 
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m H01>k>URS BEST EMPLOYEES: The national air 
carrier, tiie Royal Jordanian (RJ), Tuesday held a 
FecqitioB to honour its eitcqptional emph^ees. At the 
ceranony. Chief Esteentive Officer of RJ Mahmoud 
Jamal BfAiair deffvered an address in which he thanked 
the anplayees and commmided their efforts, callii^ra 
th^ to firilow tii^ lead in imfwoving U s 

services. The diqiloyees wmre selected by their varions 
departmteits in anireciation their distingmshed ^orts 

duing 1993. RJ hosts soefa a cereniony every year to give 

an inoeMive to its personnd to excel in offining services 
to RJ*s costo m ers. 








Meeting reviews progress 
work at Amal Cancer Centre 
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AMMAN-(Petra) — Out of 
JD 8,016,472 raised through 
contributions from the public, 
a total of 4D 2.25 million has 
been spent on the construction 
of Al ' Amal Cancer Centre 
near the University of Jordan, 
acconfing to. Ahmad Rateb ' 
Gfaneim,-head of committee in 
chajge of tile centre's finances. 

Addressing a meeting held 
at the Centnri-Bank of Jordan 
(C^ to review progress at the 
pro]M, Mr. Ghneim said that 
a drive, to raise contributions 
- ffom the. Jordanian public, 
which started in 19^, resulted ' 
in contribiitions far greater 
than tiie som,. but many of the 
tlonm have foiled to honour 
th«r plet^'so far. 

Dr. -M^ullab Al Khatib, 
head of.tiie .national team ini 
ehar^ -of- ^le centre, at the 
meeting, ^ich was chaired by 
CBJ . go^rnor Mohammad < 
Saeed Al Nabulsi, presented a 
review of the progress of work 
om the JD:.17 miliion project 
ance S^teiniber this year until 
^end-'dffbe last month. This 
iticUid^ rebilts a meeting with 


the Director of Amman Office 
of the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) which discuss 
prospects of cooperation be- 
tween the cancer centre and 
WHO in spreading informa- 
tion about prevention mea- 
sures against cancer and _oi^- 
nising seminars, training 
courses and workshops for the 
benefit of collecting informa- 
tion against cancer. 

He said that agreement was 
reached on providing the 
national team with a booklet 
related to the basic by laws of 
the centre during a iwo-wcek 
period, before introducing 
amendments to it. 

Raef Nijem, head of the 
Technical Committee, outlined 
the measure taken on the ex- 
pansion of the centre, which 
started in October 19^, noting 
that the centre's project would 
be completed by the end of 
April 1994. 

The national committee ser- 
vices would be offered to the 
needy and patients free of 
char^ 



QUEEN NOOR in Ramtba: Her Mtyesty 
Queen Noor vitited the district of Ramttia 
Wednesday, during which she patronised 
celebrations commemorating His M^esty' 
i^g Hussein’s 5Sth birtiutey. The Queen 
virited Al Ramtha Charitable Society, which 
provides ' medical and social care for 90 
handicaf^ied and mphaned children. The 
society, which was establised in 1965, also 
organises coitoral activities and has a t rain , 
ing centre for handicraft productions, such 
as sewing and tricot. The Qoeen opened an 
exhilntion of handicapped productions by the 
centre and discussed ways of marketing these 
products and improving the standards of the 
available facilities. Queen Noor later visited 
Al Ha.ssan Industrial City, where she opened 
two exhifritMKis. The first, organised by the 
Centre for fine Arts in Ramtha, was an 
exhibition of painting and photographs of 
the Hashemite Family and of modem Jor- 
dan. The second was an exhibitioD of nation- 
al products by companies located at the 
industrial dty. On display were products 


such as ceramics, handicrafts, plastics, furn- 
iture and foot stuffo, some of whiA are 
exported to Ard> countries, and the United 
States. Finally, the Queen attended perform- 
ances by various local artists to commemo- 
rate His Mqicsty’s Irirthday. The perform- 
anoes, which were held at the industrial 
city’s theatre, included fdrikloric dances, 
national songs and poem recitals. Following 
. the celebrations, the Queen distributed the 
district's shields to distii^ished members of | 
the locality who have contribnted to the 
prosperity of the Ramtha community. Dur- 
her visit to Ramtha, Queen Noor also 
visited the border control posts between 
Jordan and Syria. The Qu^ toured the| 
premises and was brirfed on its department’s i 
(^>wations and the availaUe facilities. Re-, 
ceiving Queen Noor upon arrival were the 
governor of Irbid, the district <^cer of 
Ramtha, (he dircctoT of the borders and the 
chief of police. The Queen was accompanied 
by Ina’m Mufti, the development and plan- 
ning advisw to Her Majesty Queen Nom*. 


Customs Department to 
implement ‘harmonised system’ 


By Samir Shafiq 

Spexial to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Customs De- 
paitmeai; Director-General 
Mohammad Al Jamal 
Wednesday announced that 
Jordan will start im- 
plementing the ‘'bannonised 
commodity description and 
coding system” on Jan. 1, 
1994. 

Mr. Al Jamal explained at 
a news conference that the 
harmonised system is an in- 
ternational and advanced 
register that clasrifies and 
assorts goods according to 
fixed, sdentific bases. 

The harmonised ^em, be 
elaborated, is a multi{nirpose 
6-di^t nomenclature and a 
structured nomenclature 
ba^ on a series of subdi- 
vided 4-digit headings. 

“There is no connection 
between the harmonised sys- 
tem and the customs duties 
categories,” Mr. Al Jamal 
pointed out,” as every coun- 
try has the freedom to impose 
customs duties according to 
its own economic, financial 
and soda! considerations and 
circumstances. 

According to the customs 
chief, the harmonised sy^em 
was launched on the basis of 
an international accord which 
was signed by about 80 coun- 


tries comprising industrial na- 
tions and most Arab states, 
Jncludine Jordan. 

The harmonised system 
^alms to foeditate internation- 
al trade and to analyse and 
'compare the resulting statis- 
tics. It aims as well to simplify 
trade documents and transfer 
data. 

Other goals include the 
possibility of utilising the reg- 
ister for shipping, postal and 
transport purposes and show- 
ing accurate and comparable 
data for oommerdal negotia- 
tions and other related pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Al Jamal noted that 
the hannonised system has a 
wider distribution of goods 
into subdivisions and, as 
such, it comprises a tot^ of 
5,019 separate groups of 
items while under the present 
register, there are only 1,011 
categories. 

Such a large breakdown, 
which entailed a 6-digit cod- 
ing system for each group of 
goods, would facilitate com- 
puter programming and 
would clearly name each pro- 
duct to help avoid any- ambi- 
guity and djsputes on tariff 
rates. 

Another advant^ of the 
harmonised system is its flex- 
ibility, as it allows adding 


new items or eliminating 
others without causing any 
structural damage. 

Mr. Al Jamal said spx^l- 
ised" Technical cormmittees 
were fonned at the Customs 
Department to stay in touch 
widi th^ Customs Coopera- 
tion Councii in Brussels to 
ensure the uniform intei^ 
pretation and application of 
the harmonised system. 

He added that 200 em- 
ployees from the Customs 
Department had been ^ven 
theoretical and practical 
training and are now fully 
prepared to work with the 
new system at all customs 
centre. 

“We have also coordinated 
with the Department of Sta- 
tistics to ad^ this new sys- 
tem as a statistical register to 
classify the goods sdentifical- 
ly,” the customs director- 
general said. 

He stressed that under the 
new system, customs proce- 
dures will be greatly simpli- 
fied and quickened as both 
suppliers and buyers can re- 
fer to a -single product dassi- 
fication quoted everywhere 
in the world. 

He pointed out that the 
hannonised system, being 
very accurate, would help 
prepm studies on changes in 
if needed. 


Brother kills sister, drops 
nephew in the street 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Zarqa police 
have revealed a murder case 
which involves the divorced 
mother of a reponedly mis- 
sing child. 

Zarqa police have detained 
a suspect in connection with a 
crime that was commited two 
weeks ago and involved a 
wandering child whose 
whereabouts had been adver- 
tised in the local papers by 
the police on Dec. 15. The 
two-year-oid was found in the 
Zarqa streets on his own. 

Police sources said that af- 
ter placing the adverdsment 
with the b^'s picture in local 
newspapers, a Zarqa citizen 
was able to identity the boy 
and told police that he knew 
the child lived with his father 
abroad. 

Acting on the information 
from the witness, police 
started investigating the case 
and learned that the brother 
of the mother had committed 
the crime. 

A police source told the 
Jordan Times the brother 
confessed to having killed his 
sister because she was fre- 
quently leaving the house 


without his knowledge and he 
suspected she was seeing 
somebody. That made him 
kill her. 

The brother, who has not 
been identified, told the 
police that on Etec. 10, he 
killed her. He went with his 
sister (the victim) by the Zar- 
qa stream and after an argu- 
ment about her suspected be- 
haviour he picked a sharp 
object and hit the victim with 
it several times on her head. 
This caused her death. The ' 
sasp>ect then hurried his sister 
at the scene of the crime and 
took the two-year-old child to 
the city market in Zarqa and 
left him there. He was later 
picked up by the police. 

According to a police offi- 
cial in Zarqa. the child is 
being held at a child care 
centre in Zarqa until the in- 
vestigations are over. 

Three peo{rie killed 

Meanwhile, three people 
died in separate accidents 
Tuesday. In Irbid, a 37-year- 
old man was killed accidently 
when a building crane fell on 
him, killing him. 

Rateb Abdul Karim was 
working in the garages that 
are owned and operated by 


the Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology, Mriien 
the crane fell on him. 

According to Civil Defence 
reports, the man was carried 
to Ramtha hospital where he 
was declared dead on arrival. 

In Aqaba, a 3S-year-old 
man was killed when his trail- 
er lose control and rolled 
over, killing him instan- 
taneously, according to Gvil 
Defence reports. 

According to ho^ital offi- 
cials is Princess Haya Al 
Hussein Hospital, Talat 
Mohammad, an Egyptian 
citizen, was reported dead on 
arrival. 

Meanwhile, in Al Hassa 
area, a 13-year-old boy died 
after drowning in Al Hassa 
stream. 

Hussein Mohammed was 
swimming with his 14-year- 
old friend Ayman Awad. 
Both youngsters, who were 
drowning, were rescued by 
Gvii Defence officers and 
rushed to Prince Zaid’s Hos- 
pital. 

The doctor at the hospital 
said the hoys had swallowed 
water which caused the death 
of the first boy. The second is 
reported in fair condition. 


Government said to freeze 
new subsidised food systein 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment appears to have frozen 
plans to introduce a new sys- 
tem of coupons which will 
limit the availability of food 
subsidies to people who get a 
monthly income of less than 
JD S(X), official sources said 
Wednesday. 

The Ministry of Supply had 
been studying the issue for 
several months in a bid to 
ensure that food subsidies 
reach only chose who really 
need them but found that no 
mechanism was sound 
enough to mainuun such a 
formula, they said. 

“It l>Mn a long-held 
theory by the Ministry of 
Supply that the idea was not 
feasible and it seems that the 
prophecy has come true,” 
said a senior official source. 

No formal comment was 
available from any official. 

Under the formula which 
was studied, the Ministr>' of 
Supply was to have limited 
the issuance of coupons for 
subsidised rice, sugar and 
milk powder to people who 
could prove through docu- 
ments their income was less 
than JD 500 a month. 

But many hurdles cropp^ 
up, including an ambiguity 
over whether to contider in- 
dividual income or family in- 
come and the number of 
members of the family as the 
main parameter to decide 
whether the recipient of the 
coupon deserved the sub- 
siditt or not, according to the 
sources 

“It would have been a 
herculean task, involving a 
lot of red tape and bureaucra- 
cy before it could be estab- 
lished whether an individual 
is in nettl of government 


support,” said one source. 
“It would have involved 
more staff and more work, 
which, in the end. was not 
likely to have the desired 
effea.” 

However, the ministry has 
only frozen the plan and 
could dust it off when it finds 
that the time is opportune to 
introduce the system, the 
sources said. 

Proponents of the system 
argue that it would be a good 
move since only those who 
stood in actual need would go 
•through the labourious exer- 
cise of obtaining the neces- 
sary documents and endure 
the bureaucratic procedures 
before it is established that 
they deserve the subsidy. 

But critics point out the 
administrative and 
bureaucratic procedures in- 
volved in determining the 
qualifying status of each reci- 
pient and say the result would 
not be worth the effort. 

There are not enough peo- 
ple in Jordan who earn more 
than JD 500 a month to make 
the effort wonhwhile,” was 
the dry comment of a source, 
who noted that the govern- 
ment was the biggest em- 
ployer in the country, but 
government emplt^ees earn- 
ing more than JD 500 a 
month would not run into 
more than a few thousands. 

“By and large, private sec- 
tor employees who earn more 
than JD 500 a month do not 
bother to collect their 
coupons,” the source 
observed, adding that he was 
not overlMking the possibili- 
ties that subsidy coupons un- 
used by deserving benefi- 
ciaries could also end up in 
the hands of profiteers. 

Regardless of the approach 
to subsidies, the government 
has repeatedly affirmed that 
no sten would be taken that 


WQuid have any negative 
effect on the poor and needy. 

Reducing government sub- 
sidies through ensuring that 
they only reach those who 
deserve them and eliminating 
abuse is part of the economic 
restructuring programme that 
Jordan is implementing 
under the supervision of the 
International Monetar\' Fund 

UMF). 

Under the programme, im- 
plemented since 19S9, the 
Kingdom has cut food sub- 
sidies by half. In 1990, sub- 
sidies totalled more than JO 
/60 million while the alloca- 
tion for subsidies in the 1994 
draft budget is only JD 30 
million — doum from JD 36 
million in 1993. 

The bulk of the allocation 
goes to subsidised wheat, 
which the government im- 
ports at intemationai prices 
and distributes to bakeries to 
process into bread and sell at 
controlled prices. 

The goverament is resisting 
IMF pressure to cut subsidies 
for water, particularly for the 
agricultural sector. *The IMF 
argument is that the sector 
could not be developed to a 
level at which formers could 
contribute positively to eco- 
nomy if they are subsidised. 

The World Bank is cur- 
rently studying means to im- 
prove the efficiency of the 
agricultural sector prior to 
any government move to cut 
the subsidies. The study is 
expected to produce a $70 
million to $80 million World 
Bank loan matched with a 
similar loan from an as-yet 
undetermined . source to de- 
velop the sector. 

In addition, the World 
Bank is also extending $7 
million in assistance to mod- 
ernise the marketing of agri- 
cultural produce. 


Status of Jerusalem 
not negotiable — Najjar 


By E2ia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

Gearing last minute obstacles, 
the Holy See and Israel are 
today due to sign a fun- 
damental agreement, a Dec- 
laration of Principles which the - 
two {la^es have worked out in 
discussions on bilateral rela- 
tions since July 29, 1992, 
according to a statement by the 
Ri^t Rev. Monrignor lUouf 
Najjar — Jordan representa- 
tive of the Apostolic Delega- 
tion. 

Monsignor Najjar told the 
Jordan Times that preparation 
of the document was worked 
out by a joint commission led 
by Dr. Yossi Beilin, the Israeli 
deputy minister for foreign 
affairs, and Oaudio Celli, 
under-secretary of the Holy 
See's Section irftbe Secretariat 
of State for Relations witii 
States. 

He said that the document 
amounts to an international 
treaty between sovereign en- 
tities, noting that the two sides 
may proceed to foil diplomatic 
relations as some sort of ties 
have" ^ways existed between 
the state of Israel and the Holy 
See since Israel’s estabfishment 
in 1948. Reiatkms ; started fol- 
lowing the U.N. recognition of 
the state of Israel, in Novem- 
ber of 1947, according to Msgr. 
Najjar. 

He said that the fun- 
damental agreement is basical- 
ly a mutual reafffrmation of 
rights and prindples to which 
both parties adhere, and most 
of its causes are taken directly 
from the Universal Declara- 
tion on Human Rights while 
others are related more specifi- 
cally to the rights and duties- 
resulting from the unique char- 
acter of an area of tte world 
udiicb was the cradle of all 


three major monotheistic nli- 
gions, reaffirming the respect 
for the holy places the status 
quo and for sacred places like 
churches, monasteries, con- 
vents, cemeteries, as well as 
other establishments run by 
the dmrd), according to Msgr. 
Najjar. 

He said; “The Holy See can- 
not and does not pretend to 
spe^ in the name of all Christ- 
ianity, nor will it interfere in 
matters relating to existing his- 
torical treaties or practical 
arrangements between third 
parties and the state of Israel. 
The Holy See, as an institution 
enjoying its own particular 
form of sovereignty in intema- 
tionaJ law, ^aks in the name 
of the Catholic Church, and is 
very careful not to harm or 
prejudice the position of'other 
Christian Communities. On 
the contrary, it is the well- 
founded ho^ of the Holy See 
that the fundamental agree- 
ment wilt prove useful for all 
Christianity. 

“As a oonsequcfice of the 
Holy See’s position, there 
could be no question of 
attempting to negotiate the 
poh'ti(» status of Jerusalem in 
this agreement. The essential 
elements of the traditional 
position of the Holy See, re- 
garding occupied territories, 
contested boundaries and the 
city of Jerusalem, remain un- 
changed. Entering into an 
agreement with Israel does not 
imply admitting its claims to 
. Jerusalem, or occupied terri- 
tories and security zones, 
Msgr. Najjar added. 

However, the poritioh of the 
Holy See regarding Jerusalem 
must now be recast in the 
framework of the ongoing 
peace talks and direct discus- 
aons between the Palestinians 
and Israelis. And it is in this 


perspective that' the Holy See ! 
continues to insist on interna- i 
tional guarantees of some sort I 
for the city of Jerusalem. Who- 1 
ever exercises sovereignty over 
the city, whether independent- 
ly or jointly, must gjve assur- 
ances, to 1 m internationally 
guaranteed, concerning re- 
spect for the holy places, the 
rights of the reii^ous com- 
munities, the freedom of 
worship, the freedom of access 
of the faithfril and whatever 
else might refer to the resp^ 
and care for the religious, his- 
torical. cultural and archaeolo- 
gical value of Jerusalem and of 
the holy land, in general, in 
reference to all three . 
monotheistic religions, which | 
consider Jerusalem to 1 m a city 
unique in all the world. 

Upon signing the fun- 
damental agreement, the Holy 
See and the state of Israel will 
exchange spraai representa- 
tives, who will peisonaliy en- 
joy all the rights and privileges 
given to Apostolic Nuncios mid 
ambassadors, and this in pre- 
paration for future full di- 
plomatic relations to be estab- 
lished in the traditional man- 
ner, as laid down in the \fien- 
na. Convention Art. 2. 

The agreement said: “As to 
whether or not this agreement 
will dear the way for a visit by 
the Pope to Israel and Jeru- 
salem, one can only answer 
. that it is bound to improve 
^diances for such a trip. The 
holy father has repeatedly ex- 
pr^sed his desire to come as a 
piigrim-of peace to the Middle 
EaSt. A {>apal visit to Lebanon 
during the celebration of the 
Synod of the Catholic Church 
in Lebanon is already planned 
for 1994. But to date, there are 
no spedfic plans or possible 
dates for a visit by the Po{}e to 
the Holy Land.” 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 


ir The second exhibition oTengineering books at 

the Jordan Engineers Association, 

<r Exhibition on the 100th anniversary of the 
death of French novelist Guy De Maupassant 
al the French Cultural Cenle. 

* Exhibition of Iraqi books at the Royal Cultural 

Centre. 

^ Art exhibititHi by a number of Jwdanian 
artists entitled *^The Sixth Exhibition — Sam- 
ple From The Contemporary Jordanian Art 
93” at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

•it Exhibition "Prints and Drawings of Fakhrel- 
wiBca Zeid” (1915-1991) until the 15th of 
January *94 at Darai a! Fnnun of the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman foundation. Also showing 
the “Permanent'' Exhibition. (Td. 643251/2). 


RLMS AND DRAMAS 

Film entided "The Rescuers Down Under" at 
the American Centre (mi Thursday) at 5:00 
n.m. (77 minutes). 

nUM AND DRAMAS 

Film (in En^ish) entitled “Malevich 
IWorism” (with commentary in Arabic by 
Mrs. May Mndhafbr) ai Darat Al Funnn of 
Abdnl Hameed Shmnan Fonndatira in Jabal 
Luweibdefa (on Thursday') at 5.*00 p.m. 

Drama in Arabkh fm* children entitled “The 
Question” at Haya Cultural Centre (on Thurs- 
day) al 5:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

: Lecture entitled “The Mosaics of the Umayad 
Period in Jordan” by Professor Michele Piccir- 
illo (on Thursday) at the Friends of Archaeolo- 
gy Centre at 7:00 p.m. 
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Who’s afraid of the word? 


THE INTERNATIONAL Federation of 
Journalists (IFJ) has said in a statement 
that 75 journalists have died a violent 
death in many parts of the world. The 
federation said the journalists — editors, 
reporters and broadcasters — were kil- 
led in Russia, Somalia, Turkey, Geor- 
gia, Algeria, Colombia and by the Mafia 
in Italy. The report cited the conflict in 
the B alkans as being responsible for the 
highest number of deaths: 13. It said 
that while many are the “victims of 
trs^c accidents, some were the targets , 
ci violence and others were brutally 
assassinated.” The IFJ did not put 
blame totally on the brutality of w8rs 
and conflicts, but also blamed journal- 
ists and news organisations because they 
rush to bloody conflicts as part of 
conqtetition among those organisations. 

Writers and jonmalists have been 
increasingly under attack, in recent 
rimiwcj firom both the regimes and their 
opponents. Tins confirms the fact that 
the media are a powerful weapon feared 
by all wrongdoers, be they governments, 
fun dam entalists or the mafia. 

The high number of assassinated jour- 
nalists, especially in the Middle East 
is extremely ala rmii^ . On top of 
all the restriction placed <mi them by the 
T^;inies and in addition to arbitrary 
arrests by the authorities, the threat of 
death is a serious matter that will even- 
tually result in the muzzling of many 
journalists. The “soldiers of the fourth 
estate” are therefore entitled to the 
highest degree of protection t^ugh 
domestic and international laws {where- 
ver they are. ' 

Free expression and the reporting of 
the truth without fear for one’s life is at 
the core of a journalist’s or writer’s 
li^t. Human rights activists, the U.N. 
and journalists themselves need to put 
the issue on the top of their list of 
priorities. For unless the people’s right 
to know is guarded, neither peace nor 
democracy will be attained. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WHAT HAS been happening since the signing of the Oslo 
deal by the PLO and Israel is a mere waste of nme, with die 
Jewish state staliing and openly announcing a delay in its 
nnpleiiientation, said AI Ra*i daily Wednesday. After all this 
waste, one can see that the talks are aimed at h umilia ting the 
Arabs in general and the Palestinians in particulv, in defiance 
of the world community and the U.N. Secunty Council's 
lesolntioxis therefore, one can only demand a halt of tte 
negotiations, said the pap». The paper said that the Israelis 
hs^ been adamant in their arrog^ce and procrastination in 
imdementing the Oslo deal and withdrawal from Arab lands 
and have been turning the Arab peace effort into a modeery. 
Hie paper said the Palestinians are victims of continued 
oecopation like the Iraqis who still suffer from the consequ- 
ences of the Gulf war. 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily said that Jordan's mediation between 
the Yemeni leaders has been successful. Describing Amman's 
endeavours as being pursued in this resp^, over the past few 
months, within the ftamework of maintaining and strength^ 
in^ Arab solidarity, the paper said that Jordan has been 
dnving to adiieve this goal for a long time. The mediation 
it said, took the forms of messages exdianged through 
■^tedal envoys in Jordan and Yemen whidi called on the 
leaders to transcend their dispute for the sake of maintaining 

C onal unity and imtecting Yemeni national interests. 
Ian has succeeded in its peaceful endeavour in view of the 

E countries' dose relationship at all levels and the strong ties 
wen King Hussein and All Abdullah Saleh, added the 


The new Arab order 
coordination, not unity 


By Dr. AhmadL Y. MAldoubeh 


Increasin^y, a great deal is 
being said about “the new 
Arab order.” Ibou^ the ex- 
pression is still somewhat ab* 
stract and even vague, it has a 
betterriog to it than the (by 
now) obsolete motto of 
“Arab unity.” Ungoistically, 
as well as realistiially, the 
term “order,” as I shall argue 
in what follows, is perhaps 
more accurate and a^n^- 
ate to use in connection with 
inter-Arab relations than 
“unity.” While the latter re- 
fers to an ideal that may 
never be realised, at least in 
foe near future, foe former 
denotes an easily workable 
strategy. 

Ever since foe day 1 was 
bom. a Utde over three and a 
half decades ago, T have been 
bearing about Arab unity. 
Naively but enthusiastically, 
I, like millions in foe Arab 
World, have always wel- 
comed foe idea. In fact, I 
have often fentasised about 
h. Imagine: no borders, no 
border hassle; no jealraisies, 
rivalries, wara of words, plots 
and (at times) skinnishes; 
real economic power with 
gigantic joint business ven- 
tures and industries; one 
monetary system; one 
geography; one army; one 
political stand against exter- 
nal challenges and threats, 
etc. Deep <k>wn, I still dier- 
ish sudb sentiments. 

Reality, however, is stron- 
ger than fantasy. Under the 
circumstances, Arab unity 
seems at best far-fetched, at 
worst an impossibility. Yes, 
we have one language (de- 
spite the dialects which can 
stand in foe way at times), 
oae overall caltnre (despite 
tile sluuri^ diSBTent, even 
oppositional local/regional 
varieties), one main rdigion 
(essentialiy in harmony and 
at peace with foe other two 
s^ficant faiths in the re- 
gion, Christianity and Juda- 
ism); these are all factors 
cni ^Miai to Arab unity. But 
we also have, imfortunately, 
insuimoontable impefoinents 
and obstacles. 

The fiist is political. The 
Arab World is extremely foc- 
tionalised. It is composed of a 
strange mix of political sys- 
tems and ideologies, most of 
which are immensely incom- 
patible and incongruous. 
How can one talk about unity 
when those stiio are siqipased 
to scheme, oversee and pro- 
tect it do not share the same, 
or at least a remotdy amilar,' 


political vision? There is no 
solid political common 
groasd. M<»eover. politics 
tremendously affects the way 
each country envisions eco- 
nomy, social structure, ozl- 
ture, morality, ethics, etc. It 
is next to impossible for two 
or more politically mcoberent 
countries to form an econo- 
mically, socially and cultural- 
ly coherent entity. Whether 
we like it or not, politics can 
awil a lot of things. No won- 
der all efforts at unity in tte 
Arab Woild, past and pre- 
sent. have failed, at times 
miserably. 

The second, equally impor- 
tant, has to do foe 
^«gueoe« of foe concept of 
unity itself. Even thou^ we 
have been using h for a long 
time, and even though we 
assume we know what we 
mean by h, foe word “unity” 
has never been plausibly, 
tangibly and luddly defined. 
Loosely, it refers ta total 
migration of the political 
(imagine!), economic and so- 
da! institutions of “ait” Arab 
countries, from foe ocean to 
the Gulf. How euctly we are 
to go about implementing 
sudi integration has never 
been carefoUy and speczfical- 
ly spelled out, not even 
among those two or three 
groups of countries which 
had a go at it. Many aib-cnits 
In foe Arab Wmid collapsed 
as abruptly as they were 
formed. There was no sense 
of process, no sensible plan. 

The Americans know pre- 
dsely vdiat foey mean when 
they talk about the “United” 


States of America; foe ori|ixi- 
al founders of foe union 
worked out, diligently and 
meticulously, all foe neces- 
s^ details: the rules; regula- 
tions, privileges, institutions, 
systems, sphmes of influence, 
etc; their descendants re- 
fin^, polished, amended and 
developed them. We also 
know what a United ^g- 
dom is and what a USSR was. 

But what does a united 
Arab World actually mean? 
To my very pro pan-Arab but- 
illiterate grandnwfoer, it bas 
a certain relish, charm, or 
meaning, but it is one whidi 
is severely blurred by historic 
nostalgia and emotional pat- 
- riotic rhetoric, rather than 
one which is based on sound 
reasoning and dear vision. 

But what does it mean to 
foe experts? A USA (United 
States of Arabia), a UAK 
(United Arab Kingdom), or a 
UARK (Union of Arab Re- 
publics and Kingdoms)? Sad- 
ly, most, if not all, pe^le 
(experts and laymen alike) 
conceive of onity in foe Arab 
World foe way my grand- 
mother does. It is all words, 
fantasies and dreams. 

For these two reasons (and 
others which I have not 
cited). I think it would be 
better for us, at least for the 
time being, to forget about 
the idea of unity (except, 
obviously, in cases when two 
or three neighbouring states 
which have a lot in common 
— like Jordan and the future 
Palestine, the two Yemens, 
etc. — dioose to do so after a 
long period of thinking and 
planning) and replace it simp- 


ly with the mudi more fitting 
concept' of coordination. 

I hTce the word “order” 
because it signifies, to me at 
feast, a process of organising, 
rather than unifying, disoTga- 
niscxl and fragmented opm- 
lons, efforts abilities and 
objectives; a process of 
directing, channeling and 
recbanneling; in a word, a 
process of coordination. 

Coordination would work 
better than unity because it 
neffoer ignores nor undei^ 
mines the political, econo- 
mic, social and cultural 
antonomy/independence of 
eadi Arab country. Under 
coordination, no Arab state 
feels intimidated, threatened 
or afraid of losing its 
sovereignty. Unlike unity, 
cocndination also recognises 
foe individual varieties, dis- 
tingnishing features, pecu- 
liarities and even differences 
within eadi Arab state — all 
elements which it would be a 
grave mistake fo attempt to 
eliminate or “inrify.” 

In foda/s world, the Arab 
countries have no choice but 
to work together if foey are 
to survive and assert them- 
selves effectively. It is my 
deepest conviction that if foe 
Arab states coordinate close- 
ly, they will do better in the 
peace process, win become 
economically stroi^r and 
win enjoy better powol sta- 
bility. 

My wish for the New Year 
is to see a new Arab order 
based more on coordinated 
effort than cfaauvinistie talks 
about brotherhood and unity. 



Hope for Middle 
East peace still alive 


By Robert Mdumey 
Reuter 


BETHLEHEM. West Bank — 
A Palestinian fl^ flutters foe 
the first time since the 1967 
Middle East war in (he Christ- 
mas diill of Bethlehem's Man- 
ger S^uare^ 

Hoisting it, in defiance of 
the Israeli anny commander, 
was at once an act of celebra- 
tion and desperation. 

After the elation of the 
September handshake between 
PLO diief Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin the mood in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is 
darkening. 

Palestinians have seen few 
improvements in their daily 
lives under Israeli occupation 
since the Israel-PLO peace 
agreemem. hailed in Septem- 
ber as a historic breakthrough. 

Failure to begin im- 
plementing the accord's first 
big provision — an Israeli with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho 
— by the Dec. 13 deadline has 
deepend foe gloom. 

Talks between Israel and its 
neighbours. Jordan. Syria and 
Lebanon, are on hold while 
Israeli and PLO negotiators 
battle it out. 

The United States, which 
twisted Israeli and Arab arms 
two years ago to begin the 
whole peace process, has stood 
aside. 

Unlike the Bush administra- 
tion. the Clinton White House, 
which is markedly more pro- 
Israel. is unwilling to intervene 
unless both Pal^tinians and 
Israelis ask it to do so. 

It is ready to help Israeli- 
Syrian talks. U.S. officials say. 
but any deal with Damascus 
will have to wait for the Israel- 
PLO accord to work. 

That is proving difficult. Dis- 
putes over secunty. the size of 
the self-governing Jericho re- 
gion. and control of crossing 


points from the occupied terri- 
tories to the Arab World, de- 
layed the start of the agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Arafat and his Fateh 
wing of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation want to 
trumpet the agreement as the 
foundation stone of a Palesti- 
nian state. 

Prime Minister Rabin, trying 
to sell the accord to a sceptical 
Israeli public while holding 
together a shaky oc»iition gov- 
ernment. dares not pronounce 
foe word state, only auioncmty. 

PLO leaders in the territor- 
ies know they are vulnerable 
on this point; hence their de- 
speration to di^ay the sym- 
bols and trapping of statehood 
at every turn. 

With world attentiim fo- 
cused on Bethlehem, tradition- 
al birthplace of Jesus, Fat^ 
has told resident to defy the 
' annyand put out more fia^. A 
year ago soldiers vrould have 
torn them down. Now they 
dare not. 

The last thing Israel can 
afford to do is provoke more 
Palestinian opposition to the 
deal. Mr. Rabin, almost as 
much as Mr. Arafat, has 
staked his political life on the 
accord which, while not yet 
unraveling, is certainly looking 
frayed. 

Negotiated in secret in Oslo 
by a few of Mr. Arafat's closest 
aides and Israeli officials, foe 
agreement is a deliberately 
vague compromise, designed 
to be flexible. 

"It is full of landmines which 
have to be negotiated.” Joseph 
Alpher. head of the Jaffee 
Centre for Strategic Studies, 
said. One of foe biggest is the 
120.000 Jewish settlers dotted 
^ong the two million Arabs 
in the occupied territories. 

A small minority of settlers 
has been engaged tn lit-for-iat 
violence with Palestinian oppo- 
nents of the agreement. At 
least 44 Palestinians and 18 


Israelis have been killed in 
various unrest since news of 
the. accord first surfaced. 

The. militant Islamic group' 
Hamas said on Dec. 21 it 
would step up attacks against 
settlers, liiis would provoke a 
cycle of Arab-Jewish reprisals 
and pressure Mr. Rabin to 
abandon the accord, a Hamas 
leader told Reuters in 
Damascus. 

On the Israeli side too, mili- 
tancy is growing. Police have 
detained several Jews on susfM- 
cion of smuggling arms for 
attacks on Arabs. But mostly 
opposition has been confined 
to noisy anti-Rabin demonstra- 
tions by settlers. 

Mr. Rabin poured extra 
troops into the territories anti- 
cipating Palestinian frustra- 
tion after foe missed Decem- 
ber 13 deadline. 

Aides say he believes he can 
keep the lid on foe territories 
long enough for Mr. Arafat to 
either buy off the opposition 
or crush them with his own 
foreign-trained Palestinian 
police force. 

Both sides hope that the 
transfer of authority from the 
Israeli military administration 
to Palestinians coupled with an 
inflow of promised foreign aid 
will improve the psychological 
and economic climate. Israeli 
officials see this transfer phase 
as a test for the Palestinians. 

If it works, Israel could be 
far more forthcoming on issues 
such as settlements and secur- 
ity in the talks on the final 
status of the territories, which 
are due to begin after two 
years. 

Sceptics, however, think the 
Oslo agreement timetable may 
slip. Even Mr. Rabin has cast 
doubt on whether Israel will 
complete its troop pull-out 
from Gaza and Jericho by the 
April 13. 1994 deadline. He 
has said no date was sa^ed. 

“Meeting this deadline is de- 
termined more by political 


than security concerns," said 
one Israeli security official. 

Palestinians know this. They 
were furious with Mr. Rabin 
fof his remark. They believe 
they are the weaker parly and 
feel that Mr. Rabin is “just 
rubbing our feces in it", as one 
Fateh member commented. If 
Israel drives too hard a bargain 
foe whole deal could be off, he 
added. 

Officials on both sides think 
It possible Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Arafet may find the Oslo pro- 
visions unworkable and may 
leapfrog to final status talks. 
This would entail delaying or 
curtailing the Israeli troop re- 
deployment in the West Bank 
outside Jericho, where foe 
bulk of Jewish settlers live. ' 

More . worryingly for some 
Palestinians, it would also 
mean the postponement of 
July 1994 elections for a coun- 
ril to administer self-rule. 
Israeli officials admit privately 
they are not concerned 
whether Palestinians are gov- 
erned by a democrat or an 
autocrat as long as he ensures- 
secunty and stability. 

In this scenario Mr. Rabin 
and Mr. Arafat would 
nonetheless still be talking, 
and Mr. Rabin could resume 
contact with Damascus. If, as 
some Israeli officials believe, 
he is able to craft a peace 
agreement with Syria in 1994 
involving the return of the 
Golan Heights. Mr. Rabin 
wuld probably do no more 
than initial if. He would call an 
eleaion,^ billing the agreement 
« Israel's breakthrough to foe 
Arab World, to get approval 
for signing it. 

happens, both 
Arabs and Israelis believe that 
the Oslo accord has irrevers- 
ibly changed their conflict. No 
matter what. Palestinians are 
that the flag over 
o^lehcm is not coming 


Is Israel seno 
about peace 


Following is an edttoiul th*»t 
appeared in the Dee. 
issue of the London-based 
Middle East International: 
Yitzhak Robin has never 
looked convincing in the iwe 
of Israel’s dc Gaulle, of the 
soldier who could persuade nis 
countrymen to exchange a sav- 
age war for a sincere peace, 
reco^ising in the pn>«ss the 
legitimate aspirations of an old 
enemy. As a pronounced hawk 
who finds himself the leader of 
a relatively dovish party, 
Rabin has the strength and the 
prestige needed to undenakc 
such a volte face: but he lacks 
entirely the vision and the 
sense of conviction which en- 
abled de Gaulle to set France 
on a new and constructive 
course. 

Hence foe failure to keep 
the terms of the accord signed 
in Washington three months 
ago. in which it was agreed that 
“Israel will implement an 
agreed and scheduled with- 
drawal of Israeli military forces 
from foe Gaza Strip and the 
Jericho area,” starting on Dec. 
13 and to be completed not 
more than four months later. It 
was universally recognised at 
foe time that fois was an opti- 
mistic, schedule and that there 
were powerftil forces on both 
sides who would try to derail 
the process. But Yitzhak 
Rabin has never been easily 
deflected from his purpose by 
opposition and he was streng- 
thened in this instance by the 
knowledge that the Israeli 
electorate had voted for him 
expressly because the country 
was sick of conflict and be- 
lieved in him as the saviour 
who could put an end to it. 

What has so far prevented 
him from carrying out his 
undertaking has been his own 
cautious, suspicious character, 
coupled with the fact that deep 
doum he almost certainly does 
not believe in what he is d(Mng. 
No one who remembers the 
reluctance with which he 
accepted the handshake of 
Yasser Arafat at that historic 
ceremony on the White House 
lawn will be surprised by foe 
way foe Israeli prime minister 
has dragged his feel ever since. 

He has refu^ to jnake any 
of the gestures which could 
have helped the process along 
and encouraged confidence in 
its chances of ultimate success. 
He has refused fo release more 
than a small faction of the 
thousands of Palestinian pris- 
oners held by the Israelis, 
many of them without trial and 
often on trival charges or none 
at all. He has refused to re- 
move foe very severe restric-- 
tions on travel in and out of foe 
occupied territories, restric- 
tions whidi constitute a form 


of collective punish 
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LETTERS 



No lull for Aqabi 

To the Editor: 

Your report entitled “Reopening of Iraq's Umm Qi 
worries Jordanian businessmen” (Jordan Times, D 
1993) is as welcome as it is predictable. 

Indeed, Aqaba has functioned as Iraq's main life! 
Iraqi imports during and in the aftermath of foe Iraq- 
cnsis. It is undeniwle that this atuation yielded a v 
wori^ad on behalf of the Aqaba port employees and si 
services. In foe final analysis, Iraq's channeling its i 
through the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr will deal a bUm 
transport sector in Jordan. However, it is not penj 
under any circum^ces, to take such a develop 
granted and be satisfied with merely voicing our wwii 
«mceni vis-a-vis the status quo. It is one thing to i 
dismay at such a move and its debilitating effects aw 
another to do so as a prelude to coming up with the fl 
solutions to this problem. 

Judging by Joidan's q^iity record in overcoming 
repercussions. namlTy the devaluation of its com 
1988 and the massive influx of foreign expatriates it 
terntw^ borders, one cannot but hail Jordan's aWi 
sucoBs^ily contain crises in a manner that command 
appreaation and respect. 

No useful purpose can be served by ovcflookina the n 

strategics on the bi 

studies. All options must be 
^thout ruling out the possihiKtyof r 
sing foe sit^uon in coordination with the parties im" 
speqficaJly, the transpon seaor key figures tni 

caiiM 4 ^!!!£ freight agents in Jorda 

th^ t® take the reins of the initiative thereby aw 

rafatinn«®^th*f dialogue marking Jordan^M 

SStei-tT ^ ^ authorities. While condurthS 

must^^nnL*^* Jmrianian transpon sector. The« 
Iraoi ttteans fall short of a gra^l implementatioa f 
transii!SStlS"i® reuining a fair share of Iraq's W 

the Ki^cli ^ accommOtW 

tfav.port of Umm Oasr. 

cenainlv considerations. * 

S * interest to put the U.N. in the P 

^^opments which, together with foi U.N.4W 

5SrSn?'tISyc^^" their toll on Aqaba in pwtfed* 
mim: « transport sector in general, efibris 
G.N, sponsored cottwentetki 

MWdte ^ democracy and human ri^ite in 

Kama! H. Ftf 

— Anmatt 
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PuU^ed Every Thursday 


By Leon Barkbo 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD — Iraq's only 
caged lioness, wet and for- 
.Rorn, peers dejectedly 
"^^hrough the bars of her 
' :cage. 

■ "She is pregnant — “the 
only gooa news we have 
bad in the past ^u•o years, 
'duf / fear it wn’t maieiial- 

said Dr. Adel 

■ Suleyman. 

■ ' The zoo’s veterinarian 
believes Sukkar (Sugar) will 
miscarry because he cannot 
provide her nith proper 
■food and medicine — a 
Rowing problem for bis 
^00-pIus birds and animals. 

■ United Nations sanctions 
imposed on Iraq over its 
.1990 invasion of Kuwait 
^Jlow imports of /bod and 
^4(nedicine. But with assets 

■abroad frozen and oil ex- 
ports choked off, Iraq says 
It cannot afford to buy 


Iraq’s lone, pregnant lioness 
— a headache for vet 


them. 

“7 can see Sukkar is los- 
ing weight and getting more 
susceptible to disease. ” said 
Dr. 5u/eyi7ian. 

There is no anaesthetic 
left and the \et mentally 
winces each time he has to 
treat the Uoaess, which he 
has separated ^m the lion. 

“It is brutal the way I 
inject Sukkar. The drugs, 
vitamins and minerals I 
have, which she desperately 
needs at this stage, are long 
past their expiry date." he 
said. 

Mahmoud, her tamer, 
places some meat close to 
the iron bars and as she 
approaches suddenly grabs 


her tail, three more workers 
join in pulling the tail firmly 
to force the lioness againk 
the b^ so that Dr. Suley- 
man can inject her. 

Sukkar is not Dr. Su/ey- 
man's only problem. He 
says he can no longer con- 
sole the only impaia left in' 
the zoo. 

“Our last remaining im- 
paia is withering. He suffers 
from loneliness. His six 
companions died, including 
the last female antelope." 
he said. 

The reddish impaia will 
not survive for long, he 
believes. 

“You can feel it. He is 
dying. Sometimes he rushes 


headlong towards the wall 
in an apparent affemp^ to 
commit suicide, ** he said. 

Hamed Hassan, who 
looks after the animal, tries 
to entertain him. *7 sit with 
him and play with him for 
hours every day to help him 
survive. But it is no use. He 
needs a female." 

The impalas were 
brought from Zambia and 
the zoo authorities have 
been hack in touch uicft the 
Zambian authorities. 

“They have agreed to 
send a* female. But it is 
impossible to transport her 
by land." he said. 

V.N. sanctions have sea- 
led Iraq’s airspace. 


“ -j 


‘ The zoo's 17 monkeys 
fare no better. They have 
stopped breeding. For two 
years, they have been fed 
on cucumbers and dates 
which Dr. Suleyman says is 
not enough to help them 
reproduce. 

“The way we feed them 
now is far ffom their main 
diet. 

“We had a pregnancy last 
year. But the monkey had a 
mixarriage. For three days 
she held the dead baby in 
her arms," he said. 

The moDkeys, which in- 
clude baboons and vervets, 
look paJe and bony. 

Two of the zoo’s six tigers 
died last year. “The last 


pregnancy was in 1988. 
Under current conditions 
they will be lucky to sur- 
vive." Dr. Suleyman said. 

Feeding the zoo's carni- 
vorous animals in general is 
a big headache for Dr. 
Suleyman. He slaughters 
one cfofliey ewry day to 
feed the big cats and other 
carnivores. 

*7 need about 200 kgs 
(440 pounds) Of meat to 
keep the lions, tigers, dogs. 
Waives and eagles here well 
fed. What f offer does not 
exceed 100 kgs,” be said. 

“Even donkeys are get- 
ting rarer and more expen- 
sive. Other meats are too 
e.xpensive for the zoo's 
meagre budget." 

“Jt is getting almost im- 
possible to run the zoo. We 
are just trying to keep the 
animals alive. Whenever 7 
asJi: for drugs or food, the 
authorities say humans 
come Srst, then animals.” 


Japanese women still expected to stay at home 


TOKYO (AFP) — A single 
[ vioman looking for a hus- 
' band should head for Japan 
■ T^ but in this still- 
. conservative society, she 
'would be well-advised to 
. put any career ambitions on 
hold. 

.'■.A new study sbons that 
^^j]e numbers of unmarried 
and divorced people in 
Japan are surging, reflect- 
ing some of the far-reaching 
changes that have swept the 
; country over the past year. 

' But, it adds, most 
'Japanese still firmly cleave 
to the traditional idea of the 
woman’s role. 


Surveys show 65.7 per 
cenf of men and S5.6 per 
cent of women still believe 
“men should work outside, 
and women should take 
care of the home, ” accord- 
ing to the white paper on 
nvmen carried out by the 
prime minister's office re- 
leased recently. 

But the number of 
women approving of this 
traditional role of Japanese 
women declined by 15 per 
cent compared with 10 
years agq. 

in Japan, as in many 
other CDunrnes, profession- 
al women often find them- 


selves with a double work- 
load, putting time in at the 
office as well as carrying out 
a disproportionate burden 
of domestic duties, the re- 
port showed. 

Professional women 
spend three hours, 52 mi- 
nutes a day on domestic 
chores, tasks for which men 
spend a mere 24 minutes. 

The situation has been 
slow to change, the report 
said, noting that only 0.7 
per cent of men said rbej' 
shared child-care responsi- 
biiities, compared with 63.4 
per cent of women. 

The report added that 
thanks to the recession. 


higher-educated women 
looking for positions in ma- 
jor companies were facing 
harder than their their male 
counterparts'. 

In Japan, as in other in- 
dustrialised countries, the 
number of divorces has 
risen, as has the number of 
unmarried men and 
women. The birth rate has 
also declined, reaching the 
lowest level in almost a cen- 
tury. at 1.2 million births in 
1992. 


Some S5 per cent of 
Japanese between the ages 
of 20 and 24 are unmarried, 
against 69.2 per cent in 


1975. The proportion of 
singles aged 25 to 29 
reajched 40.2 per cent 
against 20.9’per cent in 1975. 

This trend mainly con- 
cerns men, where the prop- 
ortion of singles is 64.4 per 
cent for the 25-29 age. 

The increase in the num- 
ber of divorces is part/cii/ar- 
ly hi^ for couples who had 
already spent a numl^r of 
years toother, the report 
said. 

Sociologists say this is 
due to changing attitudes 
towarck divorce by women. 
In many cases women 
sought a divorce after their 
husbands retired because 


after years of being left 
alone all day they could not 
stand having the husband 
around the house. 

The perception of mar- 
riage as an instifurion has 
also changed, with 66.1 
Japanese and 58.3 per cent 
of men saying they approved 
of it on the basis of the' 
notion of “marriage is up to 
an individuai. therefore it is 
all right to get married or 
not. ’’ 

In post-war Japan, young 
women have been expected 
to get married — with the 
aid of a match-maker if 
necessary — before they hit 
the age of 25. 


New3S(i^lahin^^u0sm-ritnes- into The Piano 


By Geoff Spencer 

. ' The Associated Press 

..AUCKLAND — AnA7e 
■deep mud. dark moss<o- 
•vered forests and cold wind- 
swept beaches aren't stan- 
' dard vacation attractions. 

Nevertheless the tourist 
industry here predicts the 
. hauntingly beautiful back- 
-drop of a new Sim will lure 
^’thousands of visitors here. 

The Piano stars Amer- 
.'jeans Holly Hunter and 
Harvey Keitel along with 
New Zealander Sam Neill 
in a tale of forbMden love 
set in an e.xotic 19tb century 
'.-'frontier. 

New Zealand is usually 
depicted as a safe, clean 
place with beautihii lakes 
and snow-covered moun- 
tains. 

-.>y. That’s true but The Piano 
'points to another, darker 
side. 

‘ “It's an image that you 
^wonY find in any tourist 
^brochure, " said Stuart Dry- 


burgh, the movie's director 
of photography. *‘Wle*ve 
used natural bush to create 
an intriguing, mysterious 
setting like nowhere else on 
earth.” 

Hunter plays Ada, a 
mute Scotswoman who sails 
across the world to the re- 
mote New Zealand bush 
with her nine-year-old 
dai^fer tor vi arrani^ed 
and loveless marria^. 

Dumped on a lonely 
beach by the ship’s crew, 
the two wait for husband 
Stewart (Neill), an emo- 
tionally starved farmer, to 
arrive. When he does, he 
refuses to lug Adas prized 
piano through the dense 
forest to their bush hut. 

Unable to bear the 
Piano’s certain desrrucrion 
on the beach, Ada sCn'kes a 
deal with an illiterate but 
passionate neighbour, 
Baines (Keitel), to get it 
back. A highly charged love 
triangle ensues. 

The Miramax Films re- 


lease has been a box office 
bit in Europe for several 
months and was released in 
the United States in 
November. 

Already a co-winner of 
the best picture prize at this 
year’s Cannes Film Festival, 
it’s a likely nominee for best 
foreign him at the ne.xt 
Academy Awards. 

In the film's time ffame. 
New Zealand was wild 
place of primeval woods 
thick with thousands of 
birds and inhabited by in- 
digenous Maori tribes. 

While many of forests are 
now replaced with sheep 
pastures and towns, pockets 
of original wilderness still 
exist and remain popular 
with bikers. 

“We studied a lots of 
photographs taken last cen- 
tury before we selected 
locations,” said Dryburgh, 
who lives in Auckland, a 
city of one million, not far 
ffom the bush land where 
the film was shot 


“The New Zealand bush 
has aauoderwater-Uke quali- 
ty. It's blues and ^eens 
bring out the stay's dark 
inner themes. 

“We used water trucks to 
add a lot of mud and rain to 
accentuate this. Actually, 
the weather was Sne on 
location. ” 

In the 1980s another Sim 
Crocodile Dundee showed 
off the great outdoors of 
neighbouring Australia 
through the comic antics of 
an irascible outback reptile 
hunter. It attracted tens of 
thousands of tourists dow- 
nunder. 

“We don't expect the 
same huge impact from The 
Piano, " said New Zealand 
tourism board spokesman 
David Beetson. 

“It's a totally different 
sort of Sim. Of course. 
when people see it they'll 
realise bow beautiful new 
Zealand is... and when they 
come donm thev'II realise it 



HoHy ffanter stars in Jana diMnpion^ film 
Tha Riann 


States and 20 per cent ffom 
Europe. Tourism is now 
one of the country's main 
industries earning 3.1 tril- 
lion New Zealand dollars 
($1.6 mUUoo) in 1992. 


doesn’t rain as much as it 
did on screen.” 

More than one miliion 
foreigners visited New Zea- 
land in 1992. About 15 per 
cent were from the United 






Writing was 2nd choice for award-winning novelist 


By Nick Louth 
Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — Writing 
was a second choice of 

■ career for novelist WUIiam 
Boyd. 

“J wanted to ^ to art 
school, I wanted to be a 
painter first of all. Two of 
, toy mother's sisters were 
^^painters. (But) I sensed that 
parental approval would 
not be easily forthcoming, ” 
. said Boyd, in Amsterdam to 
■promote bis latest book. 

. The Blue Afternoon is 
the story of one man's 
search to rediscover the 
‘love of his life, told by the 

■ daughter of the central 
' character, surgeon Salvador 
. Carriscaat. 

*T thought, why not a 
‘.daughter? Daughter-father 
,ieIationships are quite intri- 
‘ .suing. I had just written 
. Brazzaville Beach and I en- 
joyed inhabiting a woman’s 
.'personality,” Boyd told 
^Reuters in a rare interview. 
^ “TTiere is a way of doing 
:,jt. It is 9 ^ite straightfor- 
• *ward, forget gender and 
'.concentrate on personality 
- because nvnien are as diffe- 


rent from each other as men 
are.” 

Boyd's storytelling ability 
hinges on the power of bis 
characters. 

“It is an old piece of 
advice, ‘show not tell’, but 
lots of novelists don 't follow 
it,” be said. 

“You can’t just say *she 
was an extremely attractive, 
high-spirited girP. You have 
to show it. You have to 
construct an encounter or a 
situation whereby her char- 
acter can emerge natur- 
ally.” 

Kay Fischer, Dr. Carns- 
cant's daughter, is more 
than a centra/ character. 
She is a narrative device — 
a woman with no love in her 
life revealing the story of a 
man whose life revolves 
around an enduring love. 

The Blue Afternoon is 
Boydjs sixth novel and adds 
to his growing reputation 
and critical acclaim. 

A Good Man In Africa, 
won Britain’s Whitbread 
Prize for best first novel in 
1981. It has been made into 
a Glm, starring Sean Con- 
nery and Diana Rigg. 

Brazzaville Beach won 


the 1990 James Tait Black 
Award and headed the 
/London/ Sunday Times 
bestseller list. 

Boyd takes criticism 
seriously. He is shy of jour- 
nalistic intrusion, particu 
laiiy of sort sometimes used 
by 'the British press. 

“I actually gave no inter- 
views at all a Britain for 
tiiis book because I think 
the climate of interviewing 
in Britain has changed, " be 
said. 

Boyd's Srst novel was 
publl^ed in 1979. He plans 
so carefully that be pro- 
duces only one book every 
three years. 

“I ^end about a year or 
more researching and read- 
ing, ” be said. “Travelling a 
bit and making notes, build- 
ing a chart with arrows and 
squiggles. You make ail the 
bad decisions then, you 
take ail the wrong turn- 
ings.” 

Part of The Blue After- 
noon takes place in 1902 
Manila. Using the Philip- 
pines city as a backdrop 
would have allowed many 
writers the freedom to in- 
vent wildly — it was rebuUt 


after the destruction of 
World War IT and few who 
remember the original are 
stiJI alive. 

*7 did a massive amount 
of research. I could find my 
way around 1902 Maniia in 
the dark. I got this enor- 
mous street map and many, 
many photographs, contem- 
porary aaxjunts, memoirs 
and so on, / steeped myself 
in Manila, ” be said. 

In The Ice Cream War, 
which is about a forgotten 
East African corner of 
World War I, Boyd writes 
about a marvellous machine 
called the sisal decorticator. 

“Your eye can alipit on 
anything }vu like. I decided 
Temple Smith (one of the 
book's characters) was a 
fanner, and looked through 
the Kenya Yearbook 1912. 
Wha: was farmed? — cof- 
fee, cotton, sisal,” he said. 

“Then you read about 
sisal and' this wonderful 
word leaps out at you, de- 
corticator,’' he enthused. 
Boyd thumbed through the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
researching until be built up 
an accurate picture of the 
obxure maemne. 


A firm of sisal e;^iters 
and growers were so de- 
lighted that they invited him 
to lunch in the boardroom. 

Not everybody reacts so 
well to Boyd’s delvings into 
the obscure. 

*7 got a lot of very sneer- 
ing reviews in scientific 
journals about the science in 
Brazzaville Beach, because 
Fm usmg it as a metaphor, 
which they (scientists) 
bate,” Boyd said. 

Boyd, 41, was bom in 
Ghana and considered Affi- 
ca his home until he was in 
bis 20s. Three of his novels 
are set there. 


“When Fm going to write 
a novel it is second nature 
to xt it in Africa, because 
that is where tiiis great 
mulch of memories and im- 
ages is xt. ” 

He went to a British 
boarding xhool, which was 
the inxiration for a televi- 
sion Sim, Good And Bad 
At Games. 

It was when be went to 
Glasgow University and later 
to Oxford that Boyd de- 
cided to make a serious 
attempt to write, helped by 
winning a short story com- 
petition. 


BOOK REVIEW 



The Arabists: The Romance of an 
American Elite 

By Robert D. Kaplan. 

Illustrated. 333 pages. $24.95. The Free Press/ 
Macmillan. 


In the late 19th and 20tb centuries an Arabist was 
merely a student o7 Arabic, like a Hellenist or a Latinist, 
writes Robert D. Kaplan at the outset of his intriguing 
new history. The Arabists: The Romance Of An 
American Elite. “But with the birth of Israel in 1948, 
the term Arabist quickly gathered another meaning. " 

As Kaplan quotes Richard Murphy, a former ambas- 
sador to Syria and to Saudi Arabia, the word Arabist 
“became a pejorative for he who intellectually sleeps 
with .Arabs. " The author then cites another ambassador 
who admits that “to a man. the American community in 
Syria and Lebanon remained opposed to the Slate of 
Israel and some even crosxd the line into anti- 
Semitism. ” 

How this state of mind evolved and what its consequ- 
ences have been for American policy in the Middle East 
is the subject of Kaplan's history. A contributing editor 
to The Atlantic and the author ofxveral previous books 
on the Middle East, he argues that one result of the 
Arabist mind-xr has been to encourage Arab opposi- 
tion to Israel. 

Another was the U.S. appeasement of Iraq until it 
annexed Kuwait. Kaplan writes: “The famous encoun- 
ter in July 1990 between U.S. Ambassador April 
Glaspie and Iraqi President Saddarn Husxin was, in 
reality, two centuries in the making. Miss Glaspie 
entered Saddam's lair lighted with the baggage of a 
venerable Arabist tradition. 'The real Iraq-gate was 
never a banking scandal but an epic human story that 
parallels the history of the American 7?epub//c. ” 

7s this conclusion meant to imply subtly that anti- 
Zionism was involved in the encouragement of Saddam? 
One can read this as an underlying message. But it 
should be quickly added that an important trait of The 
Arabists is the length to which it goes to be balanced on 
the 'issue of anri-Semirlsmi' • • ' 

.:. 'fCDplan beg 2 ns bis story with -The J9th-cenntiy Amer- 
ican Protestant missionaries who went forth. on\a new 
cruxde to the Middle East, s6on acknowledged Muslim 
resistance to Christian conversion, fell in love with the 
land and culture and stayed on to encourage an Arab 
revo/f against European imperialism. The crown jewel 
of the missionaries was what later was named the 
American University of Beirut, founded in 1871 as the 
Syrian Protestant t'ollege to promote the values of 
democracy, bard work and free intellectual inquiry. 

Next, in a section called “Reality, ” Kaplan traces the 
complex events in the 1960s that led some faculty 
members tiiere to perceive Israel “as the arm of 
American imperialism in the area, the same way the 
South Vietnamex government was, ” as a tormer /acuity 
member put it. Kaplan writes. “It is both symbolic and 
highly ironic that the first American taken hostage in 
Lebanon was David Stuart Dodge... who at the time of 
his abduction was acting president of the AUB and who 
was proud that 'AUB had fostered an atmosphere from 
which Arab nationalism could be born and develop'." 

The narrative then veers to the stories of Hume 
Horan and Jerry Weaver, who were respectively Amer- 
ican ambassador to Sudan and a “refugee coordinator" 
appointed to monitor the victims of a civil war in 
neighbouring Ethiopia. Thex two Americans organised 
Operation Moses, in which black Ethiopian Jews, 
known as Falashas, were flown from the Horn of Africa 
to Israel. 

From this heroic account. Kaplan plunges into the 
debacle of Iraq-gatc. in which the United States tilted 
toward Iraq in its war with Iran. Not only does he not 
mention anfi-b'emitism here, he also chiefly blames the 
absence of an Iraq policy rather than the presence of 
one. It was the American outlook on Iran that go\'emed 
events, he insists. As for Ambassador Glaspie: “She was 
not straight with Saddam." and she “was an area 
specialist who completely misjudged the overall situa- 
tion." a misjudgment “that stemmed ffom the hubris 
that allowed Westerners to thinh (hey cou/d modi^- the 
behaviour of another culture and shape it in their own 
perfected image. " 

Aside from his ambiguity on anti-fiemirism at this 
point, his conclusion seems a heavy historical weight to 
put on Glaspie's should^, especially when Kaplan has 
just finished offering evidence that ' it was her being a 
•woman that was partly the problem, given Hussein’s 
cultural biases. So as well as fudging the issue of 
anti-Semitism, the conclusion pats a strain on the 'oook's 
main thesis. The link between the Iraq appeasers and 
those i9fh-cenfuiy crusaders grows rusty a/on^ the wav 

Still despite its flaws. “The Arabists remains a vital 
story. In severe/ ways, the people Kaplan writes about 
are too alive to be frozen info thesis-supporting statues 
His Arabists may prove adaptable, despite thecrushine 
burden of the history he relates — The New York 
Times. 

Christopher Lehmann^Haapt 
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Minhsub to offer Loch Ness hunt 


LONDON (R) — Tourists 
hoping to spot the Loch 
Ness monster will get the 
chance to hunt tor it under- 
water aboard a mini-sub- 
marifle next year. 

“Each oftbe dives will be 
in a slightly different loca- 
tion. Maybe you will see 
something extraordinary, 


maybe you won’t/' said 
Alan WhitSeld, operations 
manager of the English 
company that owns the six- 
passenger Canadian-built 
mini-submarine. 

Many naturalists, believe 
Nessie may not be the pre- 
historic monster of popular 


legend but something like a 
humble sturgeon. 

The ,^4-foot (10.36- 
metre), 24-t$sme. mini-sub- 
marine, wbi^is fitted with 
powerful will start 

operating in March to help 
reseaKbers probe the ecol- 
ogy and natural history of 
the loch. 


«Jmp/efes re-. 

^^^^tngtbeJsS-footd^ 

f^50-mefre; steep-sided 

locb, tourists still 

The Daiiv Mail sa^tke 
nour-Iong trips 
about £70 (SlQs) a- ^ son- 
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Join the crowd 


By Jean-Ciaude EUas 

The question of choosing the most appropriate software 
package for a given task has been discussed in this 
cohtmn. Looking again at the subject, one may n'onder 
why is the issue so complicated, even though we are only 
considering here persona/ computers (PC) and well 
known, widely us^ applications like word processing 
and spreadsheets for instance. 

How can anyone decide if Lotus is definitely better 
than Excel? Cfr Word for Windows better than Word- 
Perfect? It is technically impossible. A scientific, 
pragmatic approach will not lead to any clear conclu- 
sion. The above mentioned pairs of 'pn^ames are 
extremely perikirming. error-free (after years of resting 
and improvements), do the same work and lead to the 
same results, as far as the user is concerned. 

In the world of PC software, the law of natural 
'selection works exactly like for extinct animal species 
where only the srron^esf survive. Stron^st. for compu- 
ter programmes, doesn't necessarily mean the best 
technically. It is very often a matter of intelligent, 
successful marketing, combined to general user accept- 
ance and endorsement. 

Multiplan, one of the very first spreadsheets available 
for PCs has aimpletely disappeared, though a pioneer 
of the genre. Very few people now use, or even 
rememlKr, the Multimate wora processor. Programmes 
that combined spreadsheet, data base and word proces- 
sing capabilities in one package (Symphony for exam- 
ple, in the late eighties) are not popular anymore. 

In addition to the above mentioned marketing, sales 
factor, another element contributes to making a prog- 
ramme disappear or stay. It is mainly its acceptance. 
adopSior. by the lar^t po^ible number of users. 
Neither its technical superiority nor its designers skills 



are enough to ensure the popularity of a programme. In 
many ways, it is an uncontrollable phenomenon. 

The tvpical PC user wants the sofn\are to be 
enjoyable to work with, to look at. No marketing study 
or opinion poll can guarantee that. Communication 
between users is also important. If most of my friends 
are using a graphics programme named Da Vinci 
(assuming there is such a 'programme). / would most 
likely turn to it and reject all others. 

D^iding for a software that most people use is a 
better guarantee of continuity in the future. Which 
means that the best person to advise you on your next 
software purchase is not necessarily a computer expert 
but rather a wise person u7//i a lot common sense (yes. 
that could also be a computer expert!!. 

Many people buy a car from manufacturer X not for 
its supenor technical characteristics but simply because 
it is largely sold in Jordan and therefore is easier to 
maintain, to repair and to re-sell. PC programmes are 
not much different. It is vcn- reassuring to know that 
you have joined the crowd and are doing like everybody 
else. Technically speaking, it also means that the chance 
of making a wrong choice is practically nil. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Ejr 

L—l grf.'a.ar 3 « «»*• 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

^ If yoa couldsiphtm the petrol oat t^oaejambojetmid 
pat it iato a aaiaicar, y^ could drive four tunes round 
the world. 

^ An iAepbani has i lb of brain for every 1000 lbs of 
body weigbL 

ik Brbam's Kiag George W bought over 67,000 hordes 
dkuwg Ms fifetioe. 

Ik The Egyptaus were the Srst to caJadate the solar 
year with 36S days. 

H There is a ^art pi^aiar in Austria catted **ski- 
Jarmg” wbicb as a iaad eqaivaleat of waterskbag. 
The skiers me pwBnrf oenms saow-coraed roads by 
riders rm horsebask. 

ik ik ik ik ik 


SAY IT IN ARABIC 

COMMON EXPRESSIONS 

Please, ^re my blushes. Atjoo aOa tokb/Mii. 

I have nothing to do with this case. 

La sba’aa lee bU-mawdoo. 

He made my blood boil. 

Ja*ala atf’dam yajti fee arvoki. 
It's a bolt ftom the blue. tanaha mufsda *a kohra, 

Tve a bone to pick with you, truiiaatab alaOc, 

Ckm Y put me in your Mack books. 

La tosee' az'xan bee. 
He got the boot. Fosttamhuunaleh, 

Don't breach your faith. LatMcbouahamaDah. 

I've eaten your bread and salt 

iakad akalto ma'aka khobzan wa mtt^baa. 

yk Tk ik tk ik 


HUMOUR 

WIFE: *Tve been asked for a reference for our last 
maid. I've said she's lazy, unpunctual and imperti- 
nent Now can I add anything in her favour?" 
HUSBAND: *'You might add that she’s got a good 
appetite and sleeps well." 

■A- ^ yk 'A- ^ 

•A ‘^What's a raisin? 

— A worried grape. 

A A A A A 

A I have a dog that growls, a parrot that swears, a stove 
that smolres* and a cat that stays our all night Why 
do I need a husband? 

A A A A A 

A "What did the grape say when the elephant sat on 
it?" 

— Nothing. It Just let out a little wine. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 
IMPORTANT ANIMALS 

BBAVER: a Vegetarian fur-bearing mammal. It lives 
in burrows on river banks. ■ 

CJHAMOIS: Small, goat-like antelope of the mounrains 
of funope and South West Asia. 

COD: A fish which may reach four feet in length and 
weigh lOO lbs. 

£IJC: Large deer of North Europe and Asia. 

Flightless Australian bird like an ostrich but 
smaJloT’ 

pULt» ' AKtic Bird. It feeds on dead seals and 
whales. 


HAMADRYAD: A poisonous snake found in India. 
IBEX: Wild goat found in Europe. Asia and Africa. 
KIWI: Wingless bird of New Zealand with feathers. 
MUSTANG: A wild American horse. 

COOKING FOR FUN 
WARAO DAWALI MAHSHI 

Vine Leaves Stuffed With Rice 

Common to all Middle East countries.. 

TO SERVE 6. 

1 lb. vine leaves. 

2 onions (chopped) 

6 sprigs dill. 

4 oz. mushrooms, sliced garlic salt. 

2 oz. rice. 

I lb. iamb, minced. 

teaspoon rosemary leaves. 

4 tablespoons clarified fat. 
pint sweet white wine. 

(A teaspoon white pepper. 

Put the washed and cleaned vine leaves into boiling 
water and cook for 5 minutes. Strain, cut off stalks and 
cut each leaf in half down the middle vein. 

Melt half the fat and lightly brown onions, add 
mushrooms and cook another 5 minutes. Add stock, the 
cleaned rice, and cook for 12 minutes on moderate beat 
until all liquid has been absorbed by the rice. Remove 
from heat, add Iamb, dill, rosemary and seasoning and 
knead for 5 minutes. 

With the hairy sides of the leaves faring upwards put I 
heaped teaspoon of stuffing on each kaf and roll up 
fairly tightly, shiny sides of leaves facing outwards. 

Arrange skk hy tide ai hotium of a ihallow pan. layer hy 
layer, and rest of clarified fat and the wine. Cover with a 
plate with a heavy weight on top, put lid on pan and 
cook over moderate heat for 35 minutes. 

Serve hot. 

ik yk Tk -ik ik 


PUZZLES 

(A) Underfine wfaich of these anima/s whose names ate 
hidden in the jum6ied letters below is the smal/est. 
NOBIS 

NETIKT 

WROTHAC 

USEOM 

IRCAFFE 

•ft fk ik -it -it 

(B) Insert a word which means the same as the two 
words outside the brackets. 

DISC ( ) ACHIEVEMENT 


thoughts tor this week 


Sf an historian were to relate uuthtully all the crimes, 
weaknesses and disorders of mankind, his readers would 
take his work for satire rather than for hisforv — Heire 
Baykf French philosopher and critic iI647-I70tf). 

Were there none who were discontented with what they 
have, the world would never reach anything better — 
Florence N^tingale, English nursing' pioneer. 

In seeking wisdom thou art wise: in imagining that thou 
has attained it thou art a fool — 5/mon Ben Azzai. 
second century A,D. Jewish scholar. 

Of all the things you wear, your expression is the 
most i/npoftaiit 

— John JZusfcio, English writer-an critic (1919-1900). 



By E, Yaghi 

Truth is often stranger than fiction. A case in point is the 
story of Mansour, a young engineer who^ recently 
married. In order to provide for himself and his spcjuse. 
everyday he left his home and headed for the large 
ftictorv 'where he worked. His apartment towered over 
several stores situated underneath if on the ground 
floor. One shop in particular was located near the main 
entrance of the building. The owner happened to be a 
tailor and everyday he saw a young man enter the 
building shortly after the departure of the engineer. 
Quite curious as to the frequent visitations, he one day 
saluted the eitgineer with, "say, Mansour, how are you 
doing?" " .V -j. 

TTiev exchanged greetings and then the tailor said: 
"By the way my friend, those pants you asked me to sew 
for you are just about finished, when can you come for 
the fitting? And, oh. I almost forgot to ask, that young 
man who visits vour apartment everyday is your brother 
or your wife's^" 

Kfansour's e.xpression knit itself into a question mark 
and absent-mindedly replied: "Neither . " And forgot all 
about trying on bis trousers and hurried upstairs to his 
apartment. Inside, his wife seemed happy to greet him 
as usual and almost sang a "hi, Mansour, did you have a 
hard dav? Come, let me help you take your jacket off. 
Are you tired? Tve got a hot meal waifing for you. " 

But inspire of her ‘JtiUty. he eyed her saspiriously and 
gulped down his dinner in srunned silence. He slept 
eariy and rose at dawn the following morning. He tried 
to act normal and when his wife queried about his sullen 
atrirude. he only answered curtly: "Tve got a slight 
problem at the factory but soon it will all be worked out. 
See >ou later." 

But that day he didn't drive to his job as usual. 
Instead, he parked his car up the road and circled back 
on foot to bis apartment building. And there, in the 
small coffee shop across from the main entrance, he sat 
in a semi-stupor, drinking black bitter tea and obserx’- 
ing the area. Not much later, a young man just about his 
own age.-guickly strode past the tailor's and entered the 
doorway. Mansour fumed and he felt that his cheeks 
bumed’with fire. He left the fee for his tea on the table 
and rose, shoved the chair the table and headed for his 
apartment. Once he ascended the stairs, he stopped 
before his apartment door puffing with tension, but then 
he took a deep breath as if to gather an inner extra 
strength and since he didn't have a key. rang the bell. 
He thought he heard the sound of scurrving footsteps 
inside and after some moments, his wife opened rhe 
door with a look of surprise and said: "Why . Mansour, 
what's wrong, did you forget something?" 

He roughly pushed her aside and ignoring her 
question retorted in a deep growl: "Why did you take so 
Ions to open the door ?" . 

She splurted out a. "nothing, t was just busy 
arranging the house and since you were gone. I really 
didn't expect anvohe." 

He shook his head ip disbelief and « 7 uesf/oned: "Are 
you. sure {bgreXjaojone here?"., s. 

For the second time, he noted her surprise and her 
voice appeared strained when she almost swallowed the 
words, "of course Tm sure no one is here. Why are you 
asking such questions?" 

Bui, he haa no time for jessing games so he quickly 
stomped to his bedroom, swept the clothes in the closest 
to one side, looked inside, swung around and then threw 
himself down on bis bands ana knees. He drew up the 


bedspread .id, one '<> 

•s 

‘"I'' to lh.it-had wrned Hue: 

"go ITiike some coffee riph, m.»- fory.mrpucs, ,.ul 

disappear^mto 

whole bodv shook and presently, his iw/c. 
of tremblihg, brought two cup.< of very bUk 
coffee. "Well, mv friend, please feel right at home. 
Don't be bash fuf and help yxyursclf to my 

The cup rattled on the saucer as the vi.sitor grapplid 
for the Average and drank in one s»iu» thy murk) 
liquid To his wife, Mansour nodded anJ ottered m a 
kindly voice: "Please my partner m mamase. do m 
down and don 't worry about mmng w/'* 
am here fo protect you from any enl that might tn tall 

^^As soon as the man with the shaking band tlnishcdhis 
coffee Mansour stared bluntly, "this cup costs 

“What? This isn’t a coffee house so why do you ask 
for money?" queried the nen'ou.'s visifor. 

"If I were vou my friend, I would just band oier tnc 
money and not ask anything. Pay up and then you re 
free to leave." 

The husband then took the money, saw his iiuc-si to 
the door and proixeded to sit down just where he had 



enough of either my family or yours. \Vhy don t «v ho/d 
a big picnic and invite everyone?" 

Thus it was that a few days later, Mansour had a graihi 
outing with all his hrofhers and his wife s nv. Furth- 
ermore both his father and father-in-law attended the 
feast. There happened to be a lot of tasry food, hot tea, 
soft drinks and an abundance of^ fruit. . 

After everyone had eaten their till, Mansour laid 
down on a picnic blanket and began to toss up a cou/ 
into the air and say: "Boy, how good this money i.s to mi* 
and how much it means!" 

When he repeated the action .weral times and kept 
saying the same words, one of his brothers sitting near 
hnn.said. “whaf's wrong, man. have you gone crazy? 
What’s the big deal about his lOl) tils txnn you keep 
throwing up in the air?" 

"Well, that's a story in itself. I think we men should 
get together and discuss this. " And to his wife, hfansour 
ordered, “why don’t you join us?" 

All the men folk circiea around Mansour and his 
spouse and each listened attentivelv as the centre of 
attention sjx>ke. addressing his.wife^s brothers with^/'I 
want all the money / paid for jvur sister, from the tfev I 
married her until nowi or else’, I will let her tell you what 
this ten krosb stands for." 

Needless to »y. he was reimbursed for all bis 
monetary investment in his bride and she now resides in 
her father's bouse where she has plenty of time on her 
hands to contemplate very seriouriy the meaning of that 
coin. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Tburiday, Dec. 30 

8:30 Family Matters/Sitti^ 
Pretty 

Laura has a great idea: 
Why not have a nursery 
in her home? In no time 
at all her home turns into 
a mad house, considering 
that over twenty children 
move around the house 
every day. 

9:10 Act or WiU 

Kristina finds out the 
drawbacks of love with- 
out trust. She moves to 
the U.S. and that is 
where she Ends out that 
things can only get 
better. 


10:00 News In Eaglish 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 
— The Adventure of The 
Wilderness Family. 

Starting: Robert Logan and 
Susan Shaw 

The Robinsons haw now 
got used to living in the 
wilderness, and seem to en- 
joy Nature more than be- 
fore: Their encounter with 
tierceful animals seem to be 
"natural" so to speak. 

Friday, Dec, 31 

8:30 Just The Jd> 

The Train Engineer 

A documentary that por- 
trays some familiar and not 
so familiar professions. This 
week we peep behind the 
"train engineer." 

9:00 E.N.G. 

Harvest 

Channel 10 is faced with a 
moral issue: Whether or not 
to rej?ort a story envoiving 
bribaiy. 'Mike has to choose 


between friendship and his 
profession morality. 


10:00 News la fjtglith 
10:3) The Aliea Years 

Saturday, Jan. 1 


8:30 Fauelli Boys 
Don announces to his 
brothers that they soon will 
^ co-manage/5 of an up- 
incoming heavyweight box- 
er, who will make them 
rich. 


9:fi0 Talk Show 

9:30 (The Campbells) 

The place is I9th century 
Canada: the battle for win- 
ing the gefKral elections has 
started, with the head of the 
Conservative Patty calling 

for the unity of Canada. 


10:00 News la English 

10:30 Feature flbn B« 

Badness 

Starting: Bette Midler and 
Lily Tomlin 

All kind of bizarre things 
are inevitably going to hap- 
pen, when two identical 
twins both in name and 
looks, happen to stay in the 
same hotel. 


Suaaday,Jan.3 


group of newly appointed 
members — none of them 
has been on the payrole 
more than a week. 


10:00 News la Knglisb 

10:20 Island Son 
Heart And Soul 

Starring: Richard Cham- 
beriain 

A big moral issue faces a 
mother: whether to donate 
her dying daughter's heart 
to a boy with a failing heart. 

I1:W The Gofdeo /Palace 


Monday, Jan. 3 

8:30 The Toricclsoas 

Mr. and Mrs. Torkelsons 
have been separated for 
owr a year. Now, the hus- 
band is back hoping for a 
reunion. a 

n 

S:SS A new cultural, folklor- 
^^stic programme 
which focuses on different 
asp^ of the cultural life in 
Jordan. The programme Is 
wntten and hosted by the 
Jordanian Poet Jeryes Sama- 
w and directed by Valeria 
Madanat. 

10:00 News la Eagl^ 

10:20 Oayum 

Starting: Lee Van Cleef 

Lee Van Cleef plays the 
shernf who is after a ricious 
tamily, responsible for a 
number of crimes. 


9:i0 Man And The Machine 
The Biition Ooiiar Baby 
Trading with babies in 
Romania and sold ro fami- 
lies in America means big 
business. It means SI bil- 
lion. The police goes after 
the brokers. 

10:00 News In JEntgfish 

10:20 Cape Rebel 
In South Africa, The 
Boer War prisoners are 
taken to St. Helena Island. 
This is the story of one 
prisoner who prefers a life 
sentence than death by a 
tiring squad. 

II:IO Night Court 
Rabid 

Dan is bitten hy a dog. 


Wednesday, Jan. 5 

8:30 Too Cfose For Cwn/br 

Your Guest Is As Good Ai 
Mine 

Unde Heniy seems in 
hospitable as he rece/vesiiii 
brother's daughter as i 
^est. Her actions seem ft 
inforiare him. 

9:10 PUnoruau 

Peace Made in Hell 
The documenta^ pfpg 
nimme Panorama takes a 
^hind the scenes when 
Europe's most vutnaeabk 
new state is being curuc 
out. wh//e the rictors an 
still grabbing the anils oi 
war. 


8:30 You Bd Your Ufo ^****W-fe«- 4 New b> E^isb 


9:10 The Power Game 
The Congress 

. After the 1974 U.S. elec- 
tions, the big legislative 
barons at the House had to 
account themselves to a 


8:30 The Respected FamUy 

The parents have just set- 
tted to a quiet life when 
their married daughter 
chi&ren. 

Her bad news does not 
sound bad to her father! 


10:20 Tm Murder t)u lb 
Part 

Everything turns bhuk W 
tne bertayed wifo. Theieb 
no one to support her M 
wiyone « siding with Mt 
nj^nd. Her solmha.m 
with a gun. 
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Otiver Stone returns to cinematic obsession — Vietnam 


By MMt SpeUdnkk 
Reuter 

LOS ASGELES — Seven 
yesr? after he emerged as a 
major SImmaker and Holly- 
wood iconoclast with his 
hitlchdil epic Platoon, 
qiiwr Stone has returned 
once '^in to his greatest 
obsession — the Vietnam 
War. 

Heaven And Earth. 
Stone's first film since ignit- 
ing a storm of controversy 
with .bis 1991 release of 


JFK, is his third project 
growing out of experiences 
as a decorafed Vietnam 
comhar veferan. 

Stone says bis intent this 
time is to "humanise" the 
Vietnamese and help heal 
the wounds of war. But the 
movie, which opens Christ- 
mas Day. is all but certain 
to inflame passions and stir 
the kind of political debate 
that is now e.Kpected ofanv 
stone film. 

From Wall Street greed 
to John F, Kennedy's assas- 



sination. Stone has become 
a lightning rod for coih 
troversy with movies cen- 
tring on some of America's 
fuosf provocative (hemes. 

Sri// smarting from the 
stinging attacks he endured 
for JFK, Stone is now brac- 
ing himself for another 
round of beared poiemics. 

"I'm a target. It's not 
fair." he said angrily in a 
recent interview. "I\e been 
castigated by know-no- 
things and ignorants as anti- 
American. which / am not, " 
he said. 

In JFK. political col- 
umnists and newspaper edi- 
torialists accused him of 
twisting history and blurring 
the facts so effectively that 
minions who saw the movie 
now believe Kennedy was 
.7«.Ys>///.v/ti/ in a coup d'etat. 

Stone's thesis was simple 
. bur highly debatable: Ken- 
.nedy was murdered by a 
military and CIA conspira- 
cy that seems to include 
almost everyone but Lee 
Harvey Oswald, the man 
the official Warren Com- 
mission inquiry determined 
was the lone gunman. 

Stone said his only regret 
is that in the heat of the JFK 
battle, he became "more of 
a political symbol than a 
filmmaker. " overshadowing 
his own movie's cinematic 
qualities. 

"I still think this is the 
greatest lie in America mid- 
centurv." Stone declared. 


"My movie was I think a 
poetic counterattack, a 
counter-myth, to the 
mythology of the Warren 
Commission. '* 

Stone spent so much time 
on talk shows and newscasts 
defending JFK that it ended 
up taking him a full rwt> 
years to release his next 
film. Heaven And Earth. 

While no one expects the 
debate surrounding Heaven 
And Earth to reach the 
fe\‘ered pitch of JFK, it 
could generate more con- 
troversy than Stone's other 
two Vietnam movies. fVa- 
toon (1986) and Bom On 
The Fourth Of July 
which both won him 
Academy Awards for best 
director. 

Stone is ready for con- 
servatives to denounce him 
for the sometimes sym- 
pathetic view given of 
America's former enemies. 
He may also touch a raw 
nerve wirh his depiction of a 
Vietnam veteran unable to 
cope with his postwar exist- 
ence. 

But he insists he took 
pains to apportion the 
blame, showing acts of bru- 
tality on both sides. De- 
ciared Stone, who has re- 
cently become a practicing 
Buddhist: ‘‘America is still 
Angry at Vietnam, and this 
is bad for our soul, our 
national karma." 

The story, adapted from 
the memoirs of a Viet- 


CMiviw Stone 


namese woman. Le Ly 
Hayslip. cold through the 
eyes of a peasant girl born 
to war in a remote rice- 
farming village. 

"She goes through e.\- 
traordinary changes. She is 
a traitor, a spy, tortured, 
raped, a rich man's mis- 
tress. a beggar in the 
streets. She’s a prostitute, 
the wife of a Gl (American 
soldier), then a housewife 
in America." Stone said. 

For the lead role. Stone 
chose an unknown — Hiep 
Thi Le, a 23-year-old uni- 
versity student who left 
Vietnam at the age of nine 
in a group of boar people. 
The fr/m also stars Tommy 
Lee Jones as the soldier 
who marries her. 

Stone said his mother al- 
ways wanted him to make a 
Gone With The Wind type 
of love story, and "this is 
the closest / can get to it. " 

Stone had t^risiuuillx 
hoped to film in Vietnam 
but switched to Thailand 
after running into major 
obstacles — a continuing 
U.S. embargo and Viet- 
namese officials who dr 
manded script changes .o 
paint their forces in a better 
light. 

Of his own rime as a 
soldier in Vietnam, the -46- 
y ear-old director said: "It 
has marJIred me forever. " 

Stone, who grew up in 
luxury on Manhattan s East 
Side, made one of Yale 



Director Oliver Stone CDacir my Lee Jones (back right), and 
ieft) with the stars of his iatest foreground left to right, Le Ly 
movie Heaven And Earth, Tom- Haysiip, Hiep Thi Le and Joan 

Chen 


University to volunteer for 
combat dur>'. He was 
wopnded twice. 

Since then. Vietnam ha.t 
served as an enduring 
source for his most power- 
ful cinematic preoccupation 
— so much so that he says 
he mav make a fourth and 


even a fifth movie on the 
subject. 

Now in the midst of a 
divorce. Stone said he is 
throwing himself into his 
work. 

He recently met with de- 
posed Pananutniun military 
ruler Manuel Antonio 


Noriega at a Florida pristm 
:md said he i.< planning a 
satirical Him abxiut his oi cr- 
throw. He is teaming up 
wirh Disney for a ’Screen 
ridaprion of the stage inusiC’ 
a/ Evirj and is editing Natu- 
ral Born Killer for release 
next summer. 
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Clyde Otis — the songwriter 
singers keep coming back to 


By John Swenson 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — Singers 
love Cl^e Otis, both I^t , 
Kit^ CPIe «ncT his daugpfis'rf' 
Natalie have, dec?dd&_ 
apart, sung bis songs ana 
Dinah Washington liked his 
work so much she offered to 
make him her seventh hus- 
baod. 

He declined the offer but 
did convince her to record 
her her most famous song 
— What A Difference A 
Day Makes — and changed 
her ovetni^t hrom a suc- 
cessful anger into one of 
the hottest stars of the 
1950s. 

The (^year-old songwri- 
ter's stable of angers who 
have peifonned bis work is 
staggeriiig — Elvis Presley. 
Ben E. King, Brook Ben- 
ton. Sarah Vaughan, Geor- 
gia Gibbs, Johnny Mathis, 
J*attiPa^, Connie Francis. 
Bobby Biue Bland, ^Garth 
Brooks and the^ Isley 
Brothers. 

But sow in what should 
be the twilight of his career. 
Otis has discovered a new 
way to' keep bis songs be- 
Aue the public — recyding. 

Take a look at Take A 
Look,- a' fervent plea for 
Mack America to help itself 
that he wrote for Aretha 
Franklin at the beginning of 
her career and went no- 
where. 

It has finai/y become a hit 
28 years /ater as the title 
track of Natalie Cole’s 


latest album. "She's a nice 
gir/ but / only met her 
twice, once when she was 
two years old and once 
>iaAisn I gave. her this.sang. 
She <han‘r even- know / 
•tvFOte songs for her'fatber, " 
Oris said. 

The song made the num- 
ber one slot in the top 10. 
hit the jazz, rhythm blues 
and pop charts as well and 
gave a big boost to Cole's 
latest album vdtkb is named 
after the song. 

*Tve had number one 
songs in all fields, including 
country, in fact. I've had 
four number one songs in 
country. My Song It's Just 
A Matter Of Time was 
number one twice in coun- 
try, once with Sorwy James 
and then 20 years later with 
Randy Travis. It’s still on 
the charts in the Randy 
T/avis version. he said in a 
recent interview. 

Otis's career began in 
1955, when he crashed a 
party of music pub/ishers 
and sold one of his songs. 
That’s All There Is To 
plat, which became a hit 
for Nat King Cole. 

His greatest creative col- 
laboration was with Brook 
Benton, with whom he 
wrote and produced 18 bits. 
The association enabled 
Otis to become the Rrst 
black to head a major re- 
cord label’s artist repertoire 
department when Mercury 
Records hired him U>r that 
position in 1959. 


Otis was responsible for 
turning Benton into Mer- 
cury's biggest recording star 
of the era 

“Nat Cole had a ,hit with 
Looking Back and said he' 
needed some mort’ songs," 
Otis recalled from bis office 
in Englewood, New Jersey. 
where he runs a success/u/ 
publishing company in part- 
nership with his son Isidro. 

"Brook and I put seven 
songs together. As we were 
making the demos Brook 
and I looked at each other 
and J said 'you sound pretty 
good on there." I was 
already talking with Mer- 
cury and told them about 
these demos. 

"They didn’t think it was 
a good idea because Brook 
had been recording for four 
years without success, but 
Brook and I decided to 
make bis first Mercury ses- 
sions out of those seven 
songs. AU of them went on 
to be monster hits. " 

Among the hits Benton 
scored with were Endlessly, 
For My Baby. Hurdn' In- 
side. It’s Just A Matter Of 
Time and The Boll Weevil 
Song. 

Otis produced a remarfc- 
ab/e string of 17 consecutive 
bit singles with Benton. 
Otis also produced such 
memorable bits for Mercury 
as Sarah Vaughan's only 
million-selling single. 
Broken Hearted Melody. 

It’s Just A Matter Of 
Time was a number one RB 


hit in 1958 for Benton. 
Twelve years later Otis re- 
cycled it for Sonny James, 
for whom it became a num- 
ber one hit, and 20 years 
' later hit recycled it once 
- 'more for Travk. 

"It's because of the uni- 
versality of the message. 
People arai't any different 
in Na^ville than they are in 
Los Angeles, or Texas, any 
more than they are right 
here. It is a timeless song, '* 
he says. 

Otis takes particular 
satisfaction in proving the 
r/me/essness of Take A 
Look, which argues chat 
blacks have to make their 
own success. "It’s a plea for 
sel&ood. Let’s be very hon- 
est, / don ’t believe whites in 
AmerFca owe blacks any- 
thing." Otb said. 

He said the sonjg was kept 
from being a bit in its f»i- 
ginal release because it was 
politically sensitive — too 
radical an idea for conserva- 
tives and too entrepreneu- 
rial a message fyr militant 
black leatkrs. 

"Nobody wins," go the 
lyrics. "When the prize is 
hate. " Oas thinks this mes- 
sage is just as relevant today 
as when he wrote it. 

"We’ve reached the point 
in our history where some- 
body's got to tell the truth." 
he said. “We cannot con- 
tihue to let our young peo- 
ple 'think that the world 
owes them something. Get 
off your ass and do it, that's 
what Amenca is about." 


Kuwait to build home for 
cherished Islamic Art collection 


By WUlinm MBcLean 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — Kuwait, 
custodian of one of the most 
important collections of 
Islamic Art. is taking new 
pride in treasures that spent 
the Gulf War in crates in 
Baghdad. 

Its Islamic Art Museum 
has decided to build a 
permanent home for the 
priceless objects that be- 
came a national symbol af- 
ter Iraqis occupied Kuwait 
and carted them away. 

"In the occupation, sud- 
denly Kuwairis started to 
identify with the collection. 
They felt it really belongs to 
them." Museum Director 
Sheikha Hussa Al Sabah 
said in an interview. 

"I was in a supermarket 
after liberation. Women 
came up to me anxiously 
and said: ‘Are you Hussa? 
When are our objects com- 
ing back'." 

"Suddenly it had become 
‘our objects' and not those 
of the museum, which they 
had probably never visit^ 
before. AH of a sudden 
there is this awareness and 
pride." 

She said the coUeaion 
was now cherished even by 
Kuwaitis previously indiffe- 
rent to it because at one 
time they believed the trea- 
sure, like the country' itself, 
was lost forever. ■ 

During the occupation, 
Iraq's Department of Anti- 
quities packed carpets, dag- 
gers. coins and Korans from 
displays and shelves in a 


pan of the Kuwait National 
Museum and took them to 
Baghdad. 

5ince 1975 Sheikha Hussa 
and her husband Sheikh 
Nasser Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, who is in charge of 
selecting and purchasing 
pieces, have toured the 
world in search of Islamic 
An. 

They purchase the ob- 
jects with their own funds 
but loan most of them per- 
manently to the state for 
display. Like other Muslim 
collectors their aim is to 
restore to the Islamic World 
objects removed to Europe 
and America by collectors 
in colonial times. 

They have amassed 
20,000 objects in gold, sil- 
ver. glass, stone, pottery, 
ancient Islamic manu- 
scripts. ornate carved doors 
and elaborate brass jugs 
made in Islamic countries 
from Africa to South East 
Asia. 

The oldest object in the 
collection is a parchment 
page from an 8th century' 
Koran believed to be from 
Mecca or Medina. 

Academics say it is one of 
the world's best and most 
comprehensive collections 
of Islamic Art and one of 
the very few such coUeo 
lions designed to he on 
permanent public display. 

For now, much of the 
cbileciion remains privately- 
stored in the Gulf War-era 
packing crates. It wilt move 
sometime over the next two 
years into a temporary site 


at a comerted hospital. 

Later Sheikha Hussa and 
her husband will build a 
permanent museum on land 
donated by the govern- 
ment. Before the war their 
objects were mereFv allo- 
cated rooms in the biationni 
Museum. 

Meanwhile specialists 
clean, catalogue and photo- 
graph a stream of new 
purchases. Scholars from 
the British Museum in Lon- 
don and the Metropolitan 
Museum in New York visit 
regularly. 

"Not ail the objects were 
made for Muslims and not 
all were made by Muslims, " 
Sheikha Hussa said. "They 
were produced by Muslims. 
Christians. Jews. Hindus, 
Buddhists. It's u human 
heritage and we w'anr to 
share it." ■ 

At the lime of the Iraqi 
invasion, more than WO of 
the collection's most spec- 
tacular pieces were on dis- 
play in the Hermitage 
Museum in Leningrad. TTie 
exhiNdon later moved to 
the United States and be- 
came a raifying point for the 
campaign to //berate 
ICuw'air. 

"When I was in the U.S. I 
made the point that we 
Kuwaitis are the products of 
Arab and Islamic civilisa- 
tion and we are in exile like 
the collection." Sheikha 
Hussa said. 

"Kuwait is not just some 
small country. It has a peo- 
ple and a heritage." 
Sheikha Hussa said. 


The show ha.s .since vi- 
sited France. Canada and 
Holland. It will spend next 
summer in Florence and the 
autumn in Geneva. 

The show includes an 
18th century north Indian 
gold pendant set with di- 
amonds. rubies and emer- 
alds, a brilliant 16th century 
blue and cream Iranian 
manuscript, a l.^th century 
carved ivory box from Spain 
and it ivih century Iraqi 
brass astrolabe. 

Iraq returned most of the 
collection within a year of 
liberation, but some items- 
remain missing, including 
three huge 1 7th century- 
emeralds from Mughal 
India. 

The emer:t/ds are so well 
known internationally that 
they are unsaleable. But ex- 
perts say they might be cut 
up and sold. 

Sheikha Hussa said 
Kuwait was ciaiming IS mil- 
lion dinars (SN> million) 
from Iraq through the Un- 
ited Nations for all the mis- 
sing objects and the cost of 
repairing broken t>byecfs. 

Asked to .show* a 
favourite piece. Sheikha 
Hussa slipped a ring from 
her finger. :i rvcently 
bought I Ith century- .Afghan 
gold ring, inlaid with silver 
and garnet inscribed with a 
phrase she said means "ev- 
erything will pass." 

*7 like to wear it because 
its message reminds me that 
Kuwait must Icam to get 
over the trauma we have 
been through." 






Judgment Day nears as restorers put sparkle back in Michelangelo 
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By Philip PuUeUa 

Reuter 

VATICAN CITY' — The 
Day of Judgment is nigh- 

After nearly four years of 
cleaning. Michelangelo's 
JiK^jinent in the Sisn'ne 
Chapel is nearly restored. 

. By April, when the scaf- 
folding comes down, all his 
Sstifle Chapel frescoes will 
be visible again for the first 
time $ioce a multi-million 
dollar restoration scheme 
beggn 14 years ago. 

Die Last Judgment, 
winch the Renaissance art 
historian Vasari called "that 
gr^t painting sent by God 
to men on earth", was the 
final part of the chapel to be 
deaned. ' 

It was also the most chal- 
len^ng and controversial. 

"It wiK a continuous dis- 
covery. This was much 


more complex compared to 
the ceiling. " said Ciancario 
Colalucd. chief restorer of 
one of the world's great art 
treasures. 

It was Colalucci's hand 
that touched Cod's life-giv- 
ing finger in the ceiling's 
famous Creation scene and 
the stem face of Christ in 
the Last Judgment but be 
speaks matter-of-factly of 
his work. 

"We found many places 
where Michelangelo cor- 
rected himself. He would 
paint something one way 
and then change his mind 
and alter it, " Colalucd said, 
permitting a dose-up look 
at the restored work from 
the scaffolding. 

•‘ftrhaps as he became 
older be became more of a 

perfectionist. " 

Bv next Easter. 486 years 


after Michelangelo began 
painting the chapel where 
popes are elected, it will 
reemerge with ail the bril- 
liance it had in 1541 when 
he replied to impatient Pon- 
tiffs who had taunted him 
over the years: "It is 
finished. ” 

During the 14 years since 
Colalucd began cleaning 
the ceiling, he develops 
his own internal guidance 
system — a marriage of 
intimate knowledge of 
Michelangelo and modem 
restoration techniques. 

The Last Judgment — 
which Colalucd began 
cleaning in 1990 after 10 
years' work on the ceiling 
— is a dizzying swirl of 3^ 
figures depicting the Re- 
naissance master's fearsome 
vision of humankind’s final 
moments. 


A timid Madonna turns 
away from a vengeful Christ 
as he judges the living and 
the dead. Saints float to 
paradise welcomed by 
trumpeting angels while the 
damned tumble- into the 
fires of he/1,- where hungry 
serpents await them. 

The 160-squire-metre 
(1.720-xiuare-feet) wall is 
awe-inspiring and the dif- 
ference between the 
cleaned frescoes and those 
yet to be restored is breath- 
taking. 

The frexoes have been 
restored to their original 
colours — liberated from 
centuries of grime, -dirt, 
smoke stains and the blun- 
ders of earlier would-be res- 
torers. 

The sky, which for years 
had taken on the colour of a 
polluted lake, has been res-. 


tored to the original daz- 
zling blue that Michelange- 
lo achieved with lapis lazuli, 
a stone which was the most- 
expensive blue pigment 
available in his time. 

The overall result of the 
restoration is a riotous 
assault on the senses. 

Because the Last Judg- 
ment wall was more accessi- 
ble to restorers than the 
2J-metre-higb 69-foot- 
high) ceiling, it suffered 
front more tampering and 
was a greater challenge for 
.Colalucd. 

would-be restorers in 
centuries past used.glue to 
brighten the frescoes tem- 
porarily or highlighted the 
outlines of the figures with 
dark paint to make them 
more visible. 

"It was like a minefield," 
Coialu^ said, explaining 


how he had to distinguish 
between touch-ups Miche- 
langelo added after the fres- 
co was dry and those added 
by subsequent restorers. 

' “Vou had to know every- 
thing ahead of time because 
the technique is different 
for cleaning what was 
painted on wet plaster and 
what was painted on a dry 
surface." he said. 

One thing which was no 
surprise to Vatican restor- 
ers of the Last Judgment 
was the infamous loincloths 
or "Modesty Breeches" 
painted over the frescoes af- 
ter Michelangelo died. 

Perhaps more than any 
work of art in the Vatican. 
Last Judgment w'as a victim 
of the fault lines of history. 

The 1545-1563 Council of 
Trent, which spearheaded 
the counter-reformation, 
decreed rules of decorum 


for religious art and ordered 
^me Last Judgment nudes 
to be covered with loinc- 
loths. 

Before April. Vatican ex- 
perts will decide which 
loincloths to remove and 
which to leave as docu- 
ments to hisfoiy. 

In all. 38 breeches and 
veils were painted over the 
original nudes in the centur- 
ies after Michelangelo 
finished painting the 
world's most famous chape/ 
in 1541. 

Breeches painted by un-. 
known restorers as late as 
the I8th century will be 
removed. But some of those 
painted by DanieJe Du Vol- 
ferra, who carried out the 
council's edict, will remain. 

Vatican officials consider 
those painted by Da Volter- 
ra — who went down in 
history with the fitting nick- 


name "breechmaker" • - 
historically important be 
cause he was obeying 
church edict. "l 

•• Whar L'onsriiures- 
document should be cbi 
serred along with the afri. 
tic original." said Fabrizi 
Mancinelli. chief art hisU 
nan for the Sistine Reston 
tion Project. 

"The golden rule \ii 
What you leave cun alw'a\ 
be removed later. It is be 
ter to be cautious iban\n 
morseful." he said. 

Some critics say all thp« 
that can should be n 
moved. 

Most of the breec'ht 
were painted over the or 
ginal. but for others plasu 
was hacked out and rie 
frescoes painted on fres 
plaster. They will reniai 
because the original no foi 
ger exists. 
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Sy L jlians t Scmerdjicvs 

Reuter 

SOFIA — Bulgaria's only 
orrh^paedic and traumatoF 
ogy~ hospital is a useless 
sheU'of dark, deserted cor- 
lidc^, uninhabited wards 
and' closed surgeries. 

tJlcMors read magazines 
instead of wielding scalpels 
and sigh for the hectic time 
wh'ep 20 operations were 
carried out each day. •*Now 
we turn back sick children 
coming firom aJJ corners of 
the' Country," said one. 

The hospital at Goma 
Batiya on the outskirts of 
So^a, fell into a coma in 
Ocfoher, when a financial 
crisis put a stop to opera- 
tions, condemning some 


Poverty Bnd slow tefotm choke Bulgerie^s heelth service 


300 children and three times 
as many adults to' disability. 

"Our bands are tied," 
said Panaiot Tanchev, diief 
of the Spinal Surgery De- 
partment, pointing to . (he 
only patient left in the 25- 
bed department — 12-year- 
old Aneta from the rural 
northeastern town of Tar- 
govishte. 

Aneta's spine was twisted 
like a snake, but she was 
lucky enough to have re- 
ceived the hospital's last op- 
eration for the foreseeable 
future. Her spine is now 
completely straight. 

The hospital spent all the 
money it received horn the 
government by July and ran 
for another four months on 


credit. 

Now, burdened by debt.’ 
it d 'jinof even pay for disin- 
fec\ int, dressings, anaes- 
thei ks or hearing, let alone 
medidnes, most of which 
are foreign-made. 

Health Ministry officials 
say the work of the ortho- 
paedic hospital is not life- 
saving so its operations can 
be delayed. 

Similar stories are told 
throughout the country. 

The public sector in Bul- 
gariai as in'other reforming 
East European states, has 
been one of the main vic- 
tims of the belt-tightening 
which has had to accom- 
pany rouj/i market reforms. 

The situation threatensuto 


deteriorate sharply because 
the government has had a 
huge and une.xpecied short- 
fall in tax revenue. 

Deputy Health Minister 
Zlatitza Petrova said that 
because the Enancial crisis 
was so critical, the ministry 
had ordered hospitals to- 
perform only urgent opera- 
tions and some specialised 
treatments. 

The government plans to 
ask parliament to incre.ase 
the budget deficit by $160 
million to help, meet over- 
due public sector payments, 
but it is still not clear 
whether this will fill the 


gap. . 

The prospects 
health service are 


for the 
not 




U.S. lacks funds to help 
fight world TB epidemic 


$y. Lauran Neergaard 

T^e Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 
United States can't help fi- 
nance the global fight 
against tuberculosis, despite 
dire ‘warnings that TB re- 
surgence here is fueled by 
the" world epidemic, an offi- 
cial $aid. 

T^b World Health Orga- 
nis^ion (WHO) asked the 
U.^.govemment to fiind a 
third of -its $9 million prog- 
ramme to fight the deadly 
lung ‘disease in developing 
coantries and to thwart its 
mutation into incurable 
strains. 

About one-third of the 
world's population is in- 
fected with the TB germ 
and:, eight million get sick 
every year. Doctors hoped 
to ^dicate TB here by 
^I0, but cases instead have 
20 per cent.aince 

**‘A'patby courts a pubfie 
healm disaster." Sen. Frank 
Lauipnberg of New Jersey 


warned recently in a letter 
urging the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
to approve the funds. 

But the agency, which 
dispenses foreign aid. 
doesn't have $3 million to 
spare. Dr. Ann Van Dusen, 
the agency’s global health 
chief, said. 

"In the bud^r environ- 
ment that we're looking at, 
it is a lot of money. It's 
funding we just don't 
have. " she said. 

The agency's health funds 
are already committed to 
AIDS, child health and 
family planning program- 
mes, she said. It has cut 
other programmes, includ- 
ing tropical disease and 
malaria vaccine reseercA. 

The decision illustrates 
the problem health officials 
have in this _ tight -butfget 
eri: Whji^ .disease ^e:ts. the, 
priority f" 

WHO contends that a kil- 
ler of three million people a 
year — more than all other 


infectious diseases com- 
bined — should, noting that 
$13 is all it takes to cure a 
TB patient in many coun- 
tries. 

"It is a logical, simple, 
cheap thing for America to 
do to bring a halt to what 
otherwise will be an incur- 
able plague, in the 21st cen- 
tury, " said WHO's Richard 
Bumgarner, deputy director' 
of the agency's TB prog-^ 
ramme. 

And drug resistance 
strains are rising so rapidly 
that the centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has called for forc- 
ibly committing patients 
who (hn't properly take 
their medicine. 

WHO last month blamed 
the United States and other 
countries for failing to fight 
TB. The world gave only 
$16 million in -TB -aid-to- 
developing countries 'ih' 

. 1990, when it killUl 1.9 mil- 
lion, but found $77' million 
for leprosy, which only kil- 
led 2.000. 


Yet Mr. Bumgarner had 
been more optimistic since 
President Bill Ointon told 
the United Nations that he 
was searching for modest 
foreign investments in 
health and other areas that 
would provide instanf re- 
sults. 

Mr. Bumgarner said 
WHO's TBptojectis such a 
p/an. It wfn provide de- 
veloping countries new 
drugs and training about TB 
treatments that work in half 
the time of the old year long 
therapy. Shorter therapy 
means patients have less 
time to spread TB and are 
less likely to quit the medi- 
cine and thus develop drug 
resistance. 

But contributions from 
WHO itself. Japan. Sweden 
and a handful of other 
countries and agencies 
didn't ■ equal '$9 .million,. 
Withc^' U.S.' aid, '"there's 
really no hope.,:to do what 
we need to do. " he said. He 
'will reapply. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


DjC/LINGO 

B^jBarvcy 


Cbew 


ACROSS 
,i.rnie — Levt" 

lOlB^ 


M InnlBn fowMn 

18'JapanaM 
. *011^ 

20'2oM 

St Sonem anicfc 
28 JLlcanB 0 «t? 

‘ SHB‘> 

P 'RirtmotpKK 
SnM uicHn 
30 White hgron 
,3T High IQ group 
33 Campus (eeiure 
Sa.DesiEcatea 
36 Tree 
l390lmr(buM 
|41 leave the — 

I paths ol man" 

I (ShsMy) 


, DOWN 
. 1 Dpiiiaiited 
I 2 BIMem prophai 
i3Nmt 
4Mohies earned 
5&Mkphy«elan 


45 6odo(«w 
40Betrpytf 

49 Cocporats leOwt 

50 Deeert wear- 

si BesabaH HaiKil- 
Famv 

52 LoseriDihs 
tortoiee 

53 Soft Rimsral 

54 Ongnel 

55 One of the 
Montagwe 

55 O leiimed 

58 Deiighlar of David 

56 "TTw Uonot 

Goir 

SOPerchad 

61 Eictrame 

62 Sanaa of testa 
65 Certain musical 


65 


pi«£ita 


23 Cohan's 
There" 

35 Some sendwtfiae 
2BRadSaeguH 
29 6o over maMafly 
32 Doted i^nn 

34 60111^ 

35 GaaSe 

36 RoDglous ^eup 

37 Teg 

38 Anacdon 

40 Cendnentai prefix 
42 Play svehator 
43Fan(m 
44 Mottar-of-paarl 
46FU«gn 

47 Task 

48 Seed 
51 Weavn 

93 Taraal benaa 
55 Rataire spousa 


66S«k;pfsr. 

67 Wahon, tor one 

69 Panel 

70 Piacdca for a 
bout 

VI TBCftomaisr 
readout Mlora 

74Sacondaiy 
eehooL In Franca 

76 Lacklusiar 

76 HBr^aBIng 

77 Wrath 

78 "—.poor 
Yoriek’- 

79 Affacdcnaia 

80 Towd fabric 

81 Eamsaionor 
reproof 

82 Becky pack 

83 A t erm in al of fw 
Maska'Highwey 

86 Dandy's paiinsr 


56 Fable 

67 Poker hcMng 

SSLolier 

81 SmeWng residua 
62 Arcdc mg»lDrar 
64 Corrida ehaeia 
65ApaRnieni 


66eastenlng 
padlda 
67 Wb^ 

66 Hose fabric 
69Stoi^plMsa 
70 Outcry 
72Lopattwips 
TSApporHena 
TSUaaadIvMng 
rod 

76 Vatlclnalor 
TOEeinofbod 
60 Engitah rhw 


STUrUMIad 
69 "AWa" . 

90 8hoMirtngt 

91 Ogar or Uictian 
IMBh 

93 Skiggw Mudal 
93GrbidingtDO«i 
96RI«arto6n 
Adriatle 
99GkM 
101 Spat 
104 Carabi cradR 

108 vary low priead 
111 BnW) ifvar 
l12ABalBy 

113 Author Waugh 

114 MaBombadt 

115 ni 
iisimafiia 
iirmtarledi 
118 ndw Nolan 


83Hbvler 
84Panieulariy 
65 n^aamiparti 
86TDigraaiar 
dstanca 

88 FamouB paraon 

SOSaeiiar 

92Gudl 

84 BniM) paraona 

86 LOCK part 

96 EoenomM SndBi 

87 John 
95Prtvylo 

lOOChaasa 
lOBSpaoM 
103 Vlahnu avabr 
lOSHaAORMr. 
106 Avarage grade 
107— Vagea 
109 — daFrviea 
110 ! 



laat Waafcfa CayptoBT—a 

1. Dea^emap flnranwl, aatnasad heir to throBa haria B ca na da al 
fcaadadliBtdaaoB. 

%. nrpart poUrtral piawfcn Thml Ibt laa: ilna*! lai thiw: lar Ihn lean twihhiil 

that tree. 

S. WaajtToglBeaBfc who omc aa aldiocBlartyi*Tbatcoqldbade|B Wien ever 


rnggnmlBSS. SlxSl.B7JameaBarrlek 



26 Shea Stodum 
oeoupams 
28Bandi9Bd0r 
Shaw 

29 Asian ruler 

30 unheeding 
32 Flrat Gospel: 

abbr. 

33Auctien 
34 Rundown area 

38 Golf peg 
37YanM3('s 
GOuein 


IS M ee rec ha um and 
GShimet 

18 — matar 

19 AiriMne pait 
20Brent8'8 Jane 


22 Si 

23 

24 Sheer 

26 Nip 

27 — ammonlec 
31 AjWfit 

36 "1% Sound 
of—" 


e speech 


39 Bouquet Dowers 

40 Deserve 

41 Xenon or argon 
42Sty8sh 

ASEstnotood 
49 Burden of 
pnof 

51 Cm god 
530pp<^en« 
54 Case, as a taxi 
56 Tmy cdonlM 
Sr Engagement for 
two couples 


38 Plverd l 

forgstfufness 

39 0tftcome 

40 Craze 

41 Prod 

43 Levin the 
writer 

44 0utnne 
45Les«eeier 
46Sdon 
47Tlreeleat 
48RhierttsQugh 

Roma 

SO Comp. pL 


59 Numailcal prefix 

60 Meka beleveo 

61 and to 
menay-.** 

SSWhtakey 

64 Bloidc ItafBc a 
certain way 

TOWWierad 

71 FasMen 

72 Race of 
contest 

73 Rough 
cakaiiBiion: abbr. 


! PlasMng I 
54PresM 
56^508 fora 
window box 
58 Unproteaslond 

61 OasstDed Kama 

62 Bnemy 
ssoneatiM 

Gabere 

66Tlnyopettog - 

67 MatuTM 

68 Utters smaiest 

69 New Zealand 
‘ pwrot 


^ a 

CSTPTOGBAMS 

1. COME GH8IE TUVMN PHIG17UW IGUUM 
PLBSKJKHE'l VOaSSMT MBM BUN X. 
BQBNGR CHEW. OM ^KHFUGBVLQQB 
CHBWMT TliW. ^yRttoSahreto 

S. BPO IVr NIKUB 8PTXT PVM PPBBIB IX 
sums PMBA — I NAK FPBBPB PQ 8BMIR 
8UMMTK QPH IV MOXHI FABM. 

— DeeBe B. MeQdgp 

3. RX ARCU'ED. ERKD SHZS SHBARUS HT 
ZUHDTSE' SHEABGUED HE TB UDNZ 
ANGED XRU ABNCED AGUBDB. 

— Bj EeBaae T. WlJeelto 

4. PUWU !SWV BTIBU AMKTITO MULRT 

BWSLAB FLIOR: *VY$T FLAVOB WBB 

* UTTBB**7 -.ByEdBeddhaoB 
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bright. The ^vemment is 
expected to freeze public 
sector subsidies in real 
terms next year to help 
make ends meet. 

Health Ministry chiefs 
said that this year's money 
ran out in ^ptember or 
October and that if there is 
no more next year they can- 
not take responsibility for 
the nation's health. 

But it is not Just a ques- 
tion of money. A major 
part of the problem lies in 
confusion surrounding 
efforts to reform the cen- 
trally-planned health care 
system. 

Big hospitals in sparse//* 
populated rural areas have 
been kept running while 


specialist hospitals serving 
patients from the whole 
counfiy struggle to survive 
on fiinds from one small 
local authority. 

John Wilton, head of the 
World Bank office in Sofia, 
said one of Bulgaria's first 
priorities must be to study 
how existing facilities could 
be used more effectively. 

"Bulgaria's medical staf- 
fing and service capacity is 
at the higher end of the 
range for centra! and East 
European countries." he 
said. "(But) the system is 
fraught with /ne/iffcjencres. " 

A new. bealtb insurance 
system has yet to be drawn 
up and there is no long term 
health care policy. 


Urgently-needed reforms 
in health care, as elsewhere 
in Bulgaria's crumbling 
public sector, have fallen 
victim to political squab- 
bles. 

In the meantime, econo- 
mic hardship is taking its 
toll on the nation's health. 

"Health care reflects the 
state of a country as a 
whole, " said Choudomir 
Nachev. a department 
director at Sofia's Medical 
University. 

"The Bulgarian, sand- 
wiched between chronic 
stress and impoverishment, 
substitutes vegetables and 
meat in his di^ with bread, 
which leads to fattening," 
said Dr. Nachev. 


He said 1.5 million peo- 
ple suffered from hyperten- 
. sion and a third were over- 
weight. The country has; 
one of the highest rates of 
strokes in the world and one. 
in every 50 Bulgarians has 
lung cancer. Diseases like 
tuberculosis, which bad , 
almost been wiped out.- 
have begun to reassert 
themselves. 

A World Bank mission 
said last month that critical, 
health services had to be 
improved to hah the rise in 
Bulgaria's death rate. The 
mission pinpoint e'd 
emergency medical ser- 
vices, primary health care 
and blood transfusion ' as 
areas of urgent need. 


Any caffeine consumption 
during pregnancy is risky 


CHICAGO (AP) — 
Adding to the wealth of 
conOicting data about caf- 
f&ne, re^arcbers said that 
women who drink as httle 
as Haifa cup of coffee a day 
ri^t before or during pr^ 
gnancy may raise tb^ risk 
of iniscafTri^. 

The xeseardiersj led by 
Dr. Qaire In&nte-Riva^ 
of McGill University in 
Montreal, compared 332 
women who had miscarried 
with 993 who had, ejqyeri- 
enced normal pregnancies. 

Consuming as little as 48 
milligrams of cafleiae — 
about the amount in half a 
cup of coffee — a day dur- 
ing the month before con- 
ceiving appeared to boost 


the miscarriage risk by 29 
per oeoL Consuming tbe 
same amount during pre- 
gnancy boosted tbe risk by 
15 per cent. 

^cb additional 100 milli- 
grams of caffeine daily 
boosted the risk an addi- 
tional 22 per cent, the re- 
searchers said. That is ab- 
out tbe amount of cariirine 
ih eight ounces (225 grams) 
of coffee, 15 ounces of tea 
or ei^t to 15 ounces ofsoff 
drinks containing caffeine. 
It also is found in many 
over-the-counter pain re- 
jnedies. 

"A reasonable recom- 
mendation would be to re- 
duce consumption of caf- 
feine beverages during pre- 


f nancy/' tbe researchers 
wrote in the Journal of the 
American Medical Assoda- 
tfbn. They stopped short of 
recommending that women 
quit alto^ther. 

Tbe study comes 10 
months after federal resear- 
chers reported that expec- 
tant moAers who a>nsumed 
up to 300 milligrams of caf- 
f^e daily bad no higher 
rates of miscarria^ or small 
fetuses. Other studies have 
yielded donfiicdng results. 

Since 1980, the Food and 
Drug Administration has 
recommended that pre- 
gnant women cut down on 
caffeine, authors of die new 
study noted. That recom- 
mendation was based on 


animal studies, but most 
doctors probably advise 
their patients along those, 
lines, they said. 

Dr. Richard P. 'Leavitt, 
director of Science Informa-^ 
tion for the March , o f 
Dimes, which was not in- 
volved in the study^i said, 
"any drug that crosses the 
placenta, as caffeine does, ' 
may be regarded as po^biy 
hazardous, especia/Zy dur- 
ing the first three months of 
pie^ancy. " 

Women who want “com* 
p/ete peace of mind about 
die possible hazards of caf- 
feine” should avoid it 
altogether, the March of. 
Dimes said in a sratemenf. 


Even mercy killing backers 
crMcize hew euthanasia rules 


V I ii ■?i' ai(T 


THE HAGUE, Nether- 
lands (AP) New guide* 
/ih^ for'iinrequested mercy 
kiiling are creating fear and 
uncertainty among the doc- 
tors they are meant to reg- 
ulate, the Royal Dutch 
Medical Association said. 

The Jusdee Ministry has 
issued new reporting guide- 
fines for euthanasia legisla- 
tion passed by parliament 
last month. 

“Everyone is still in the 
■dark about what’s going to 
happen to these cases," 
Rob Dillmann, the associa- 
tion's assistant director 
said. 

Specifically, doctors are 
questioning whether the 
governmenf wHf follow 
throu^ on threats to prose- 
cute only certain cases. 

Guidelines for requested 
euthanasia virtually gnaran- 
tee physicians immunity 


ffo'm prosecution if they 
carefully follow rules in re- 
porting such acts to law 
enforcement authorities. To 
qualify fyr mercy killing, 
patients must be suturing 
irremediable pain .and ask 
repeatedly and luddly for 
death. 

But the government has 
pledj^d to prosecute every 
case of unrequested mercy 
killing, despite reporting 
gmVfefines diat require doc- 
tors to follow extra precau- 
dons. 

The legislation, which 
still needs the approval of 
the parliament’s Justice 
Com/nittee, does not legal- 
ise euthanasia. Convicted 
violators are still liable to a 
sentence of up to 12 years in 
prison. 

No physician has been 
sentenced to prison in re- 
cent years for euthanasia, a 


common practice with 
several thousand cases a 
year carried out using the 
guidelines originated by tbe 
medical association. 

"Tbe problem is not 
whether these questions are 
dear or not, the problem is 
what tbe prosecutors are 
going to do with the 
answers,” Mr. Dillmann 
said. 

To placate euthanasia 
foes, government offidals 
repeatedly warned during 
parfiamentaiy debate that 
all non-requested cases will 
be brought to court. But 
they did not indicate how 
strenuously tbe cases would 
be prosecuted. 

The medical assodation 
urged the government to 
draft a dear prosecution 
^/icy so physidans will not 
he stranded in legal limbo. 

"This is becoming too 
complicate,” said Cean 


Rod/, vice-chairman of the 
Dutch Voiuntaiy Euthanar 
sia Sodety, “The govern-, 
ment can never come up 
with the perfect system. " 

I 

Guidelines for unre? 
quested cases, such as the 
irreversib/y comatose and 
severely deformed new-, 
boms as well as cases iii- 
voiving psydiiatric patients, 
require physidans to follow 
extra precautions. 

Doctors must first indi- 
cate why the patient was 
unable to request euthana- 
sia, and then justify the 
proadure. Physidans must 
also show that they had, 
consulted with the patients' 
family. 

In cases involving 
psychiatric patients wherer 
luddity is in question, doc- 
tors must also fist whether 
there are available alterna- 
tives to euthanasia. 




Researchers identify cells targeted 

a 

by bacteria that causes ulcers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Cells in people with type O 
blood are favourite targets 
of the bacteria that cause 
ulcers and are linked to 
stomadi cancer, researchers 
find. The discoveiy could 
lead to new ulcer drugs and 
help explain why type O 
people get more stomach 
disease. 

Dr. Thomas Boren of 
Washington University 
School of Medicine said 
that test tube studies show 
that the bacteria Helicobac- 
ter Pylori, which is believed 
fo cause ulcers, prefers to 
.attack cells that have on 
their surface the antigen 
that defines the O blood 
type. 

' Dr. Boren said that the 
bacterium attaches to tbe 
antigen and then is taken 
into the cell. This leads to a 
chronic infection and an in- 
flammation that has been 
assodated with ulcers. The 
chronic infection also has 
been linked to stomach can- 
cer. he said. 

A Kport on the study was 
pubfishedjn the journal sci- 
ence. 


Dr. Boren said that the 
type O antigen acts as a 
linkage point, or receptor, 
for the bacteria. The anti- 
gen is found on tbe surface 
of red blood cells and on the' 
surface of cells in the tissue 
that fines the stomach. 

Antigens, or bacteria re- 
ceptors, on tbe red blood 
cells and stomach tissue 
ceils in people with blood 
type A. B and AS have a 
Afferent chemistry, said' 
Dr. Boren, and Helicobac-' 
ter Pylori avoids those re- 
ceptors. 

"As a result, the level of 
H.' Pylori receptors for 
these individuals wifi be re- 
duced compared to those 
with type 0 receptors, ” ^id 
Mr. Boren. "It is not 100 
per cent, but it is enough to 
cause an .over representa- 
tion of ulcers among 
blood group O individuals. " 

Ulcers are estimated to 
be 1.5 to 2 times more 
common among people 
with type O bloOd. 

Or. Boren said his group 
also found that human 
breast milk contains 
another anti^n that blocks 


the attachment of Helico- 
bacter Pylori to human 
cells. The researchers now 
are in the process of using 
this breast milk antigen to 
develop a drug that would 
inhibit the infeaion. 

Dr. Boren said it will be 
several years before the 
drug can be tested in hu- 
mans. 

Helicobacter Pylori is a 
bacteria that infects humans 
worldwide. In the United 
States, about per cent of 
the population is infected 
by age 20. In many Third 
Worid countries, about SO 
per cent of people are in- 


D 

can 


fected by the age of /, 
Those countries^also hai 
^ the world's highest rates ■« 
stomach cancer, said 
Boren. 

"The longer they . 
this infection around, 
longer time they have 
chance to keep this j 
flammation going and t 
earlier onset of cancer th 
will have, " he .said . "In t 
United States, stomach cu 
■cer is actuallv declining 

Science, which publish, 
the study, is the journal 
the American Associate 
for the Advancement of Si 
ence. 


SOLUTIONS 


PUZZLES 


(A) MOUSE. (The other animals are Bison Kitten 

Warthog. and Giraffe). ' 

55- Jj- if- 

(B) RECORD. (A disc is a record, and a record is an 
achie\'sment). 
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l^iis prizes its proud past 
" #th profusion of plaques 


■ By htt Yanowitch 
Reffter 

PARIS' — Beneath the layers 
of soot that blanket the buQd- 
itiffl irf Paris, tourists and his-- 
toy -.endiusiasts may spot one 
ai tbaosaads of stone plaques 
honour those who have 
lived or died in the city. 

Thqr mark the street is the 
T.«tin Quarter where Picasso 
pain^ his greatest master- 
meces the house on Rue Saint 
where Maximi- 
lien Rdbequerre reigned, over 
the Ffeodi revolutions!]^' tet^ 
ror until his own deaA dtthe 
golBotine in 17M the Rue do 
Portnoy where "Edmond Ros- 
tand wrote Cyrano de Berger- 
ac in. 1897. 

ftroUing alon^ the Quai Vol- 
taire near the River Seine, the 
visitor may glance up at num- 
ber ^ ana s ee it m arks vtiieee 
tihe great 'pidmopfaer; was bom 
in. w94, and died 84 years 
later.' 

IhoisaDds of commemora- 
tive f^ues mark the sites 
where writers, artists smd 
g en e rab aient anytiiing from a 
mmt to a lifetime. 

*?MayDe it is typically 
Freodi, this desire pay hom^ 
to tiidr .beToes," said Nadine 
Robdrt. of the city’s Office of 
KfoDuments. 

Ihe 'frfaques celebrate the 
dty and its history. 

At letot three are dedicated • 
to Frederic Chopin, among 
them one at 12 Place Vendome 
where the composer suffered 
tor mcnlhs before <Mog of 
tubercaloas on Oct. 17, 1$^. 

. Seven.pay homage to Victor 
Hugo, one of tiiem — laid by 
an association called the 
HOgofdifles at 30 Rue dn Dra- 


gon — marks a building he is 
said to have merely passed 
through at the age of 19. 

Oscar Wilde has several de- 
dicated to him, one on the 
fecade of an hotel on Rue des 
Beaux Arts where, poverty- 
stricken and publicly shamed, 
he died on Nov. 20, 1900. 

French 19th-century writer 
Guy de Maupassant, who went 
mad towards the end of his life, 
received hospital treatment in 
what is now the Turkish 
embassy. 

On the Quai D’Anjou, on 
the He Saint Louis, words 
carved into a blackened facade 
remind passers-by of where the 
ill-fated mediaeval lovers, 
Abelard and Heloise, held a 
secret rendezvous. 

A monk who fell in love with 
the dai^ter of an aristocrat, 
Abelara was castrated as a 
punishment and Heloise lock- 
ed herself away in a nunnery 
until her death. 

A complex procedure is re- 
quired to put up a com- 
memorative sign and many 
never reach the public. 

The writer Louis-Ferdinand 
Celine, for example, was de- 
nied a pl^ue because of bis 
collaboration with the occupy- 
Nazis in World War II. 
Officials decreed that a memo- 
rial to him could disrupt public 
order. 

‘*We also must be careful 
about the wording we use," 
Mr. Robert said. “For inst- 
ance, we can no longer say 'the 
GennaJS' when mentio nin g 
tile war, we have to say 'the 
Nazis’, because today’s Ger- 
many has nothing to do with 
the Nazis." 

Yet a few stones hurriedly 


engraved in the of the 
Nazi occupation still bear hos- 
tile wording One on Rue 
des Petites ccuries, erected in 
1948, reads: “On May 10, 
1942, on this site, Maurice 
Fekerman... Alias Fifi, aged 21 
years, was savagely aiuwred 
.by bocfae (German^ bullets." 

The subject has become 
especially touchy in the 
approach to next year’s 50th 
anmver^ of the liberation of 
Paris. ,Qty officials are maUng 
sure that anyone who de^rves 
a plaque and does not already 
have one, gets one. 

Letters Irom descendants of 
deportees or resistance fighters 
pour into Mr. Robert's office, 
reporting stolen or smashed 
plaques or demanding that 
ancestors receive the tribute 
they deserve. 

A recent letter alerted Mr. 
Robert to the disappearance of 


a plaque from the fbnner Ges- 
tapo neadquarters at 42, Rue 
Bassano, listing the names of 
resistance members tortured 
there. 

' “The building was sold to a 
Dutchman. Foreign owners 
just don’t want any trouble,” 
she said. “As soon as you 
remind people of that part of 
history, the extreme right uses 
the opportunity to cover the 
fecade with graffiti." 

In Mr. Ebert's office, 
names such as Flaubert, Balzac 
and Rousseau are scrawled on 
hundreds of files stuffed into 
towering bookcases in a chao- 
tic reminder of Paris’s glorious 
past. 

“There is an element of 
navel-watching in it all," she 
says. “I mean, we could put a 
^aque on every building in 


Electricity new weapon 
in Bosnian warfare 


Pierre Lhnillery 

Agoice France- Presse 

SARAJEVO — Electridty is 
increasing becoming a poli- 
tical weapon in tiie war raging 
in Bosma-Herzegovisa, as 
fines are deliberately cut and 
r^Ntiis withheld in order to 
pressure opponents. 

The Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo has been without 
power since Sunday. After one 
fine was damaged on Dec. 20 
durhu fighting on the Zuc hill 
and Bosman Serbs on Christ- 
mas Day (Saturday) cut a 
seamd powm supply. 

It is not the firk tune in the 
kmg conflict that parts of toe 
dty have beoi deprived of 
power. 

Commander Idesbald van 
Biesebroeck, qioJwsman for 
the UJf. Protection Forces 
(UNPROFOR), said: “Tbey 
le^ UK electrid^ as a poli- 
tial we yom” 

No elkmkity in Sarajevo 
means viitnally no water, since 


the pumping stations cannot 
work without power. And 
most of the telephones no lon- 
ger function. 

UNPROFOR is prepared to 
repair the line from Kakanj, 
northwest of Sarajevo, dam- 
age in fighting .on Dec. 20 
when a pylon was destroyed on 
Zuc hill. 

But toe Bosnian Serbs have 
refused UNPROFOR spe- 
cialists' permission to repair 
the liiyt, giving no 
tion.' 

As for the second fine, which 
comes from the Visegi^ plant 
in the east and close to the 
border with Seibia. “it was not 
doe to shelling — (the Serbs) 
just turned the switch off," Mr. 
van Biesebroeck said. 

. Exasperated, the majority- 
Muslim Bosnian government 
asked Bosnian Croat forces 
(HVO) in Kiseljak to cut a 
secondary power supply to the 
areas of Sarajevo occupied by 
Serbs, he added. 


Stalemate in self-rule negotiations 


(Coafimied from page 1) 
reachiiig a cbmpromise, 
according to Palestinian offi- 
dds, coneemed the area of 
tefritories that Israel would 
need to connect about 23 
Isr^ setflements in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Palestinian offidals said that 
Israel showed new flexibility to 
reduce the area of the territory 
ies ttiat it win keep to connect 
Che settements to reinforce 
and enmie their security dur- 
ing the hiterim period. Israel 
had origmally asked for around 
36 kflcMDetres in action to the 
five square kilometres that the 
settlements occuj^ — amount- 
h^ to Atotal of 10 per cent of 
the 'sprawling Strip’s area. 

No details were available ab- 
put the proposed compromise 
in Gaza; but the reports under- 
scored reinforced Paiestinain 
criticism of the Palestinian 
negotiating strategy. 

"The issue of the land is the 
most cnieial. If the PLO 
accept to relinquish one 
square' metre of the land that 
Iok\ demands, toen that will 
seriously jei^jardise our legiti- 
mate cbbn to the occupied 
Palestinian territories," said 
Dr. Tayseer Arouri from the 
Palestine People’s Party 
(PPP). 

Dr. Arouri was expressing 
aiuounting concern that by 


focusing ail the attention on 
the control over the crossings 
the PLO might be ignoring the 
crucial issue of the settlements. 

Western experts who know 
the Israeli scene well agree 
with Mr. Arouri's assessment 
that the PLO should concen- 
trate its efforts to prevent 
Israel fit)m using their security 
'as a pretext to retain more land 
under the army’s control. 

But Mr. Arafet believes that 
control of the crossings is cm- 
cial to future Palestinian 
sovereignty. “I will not accept 
(a South African style) Bantus- 
tan,” he is often quoted as 
saying in official and private 
meetings. 

Some Palestinian and West- 
ern analysts, including some 
from within the PLO, cUsagree, 
pointing out that Mr. A[rafet 
should not make a big fuss OVer 
the crossing points since Israel 
will not srield its control over 
die boidm during the interim 
peiM.. 

Mr. Abbas who signed the 
autonomy accord with Israel 
on Sept. 13 in Washington, is 
said to differ with Mr. Arafat 
over the negotiating sntegy. 
According to PLO officials, he 
has no illuaons about the pos- 
ribility of Palestinian control 
over the crossings. 

But Mr. Arafat was able to 


.rally crucial support within the 
PLO Executive Committee 
and his Fateh movement for 
his negotiating demands in- 
spite of rising criticisTn of the 
way he is handling the peace 
process. 

There are two interpreta- 
tions of why Mr. Arafet is 
holding to his guns: The first 
■nights that he is deliberately 
demanding Palestinian control 
over the cipssings, but will 
later mellow in order not to 
yield to Israeli demands for 
keeping Palestinian territories. 
'Ibe second interpretation by 
his critics fears exactly the 
opporite tactic: that Mr. Ara- 
fet is focusing the attention on 
the crossing points to oversha- 
dw the concessions that he is 
ready to make regarding terri- 
tories that Israel will keep “to 
maintain the security of the 
settlements.” 

The obvious failure of the 
Cairo talks is expected to place 
Mr. Arafat under pressure to 
reassess his negotiating 
strategy. The PLO has already 
agreed to meet a delegation 
representing a recently emerg- 
ing reformist movement next 
week in Tunis. TTie delegation, 
will be headed by Dr. Haidar 
Abdul Shafi. the chief Palesti- 
nian negotiator to the 
Washington peace talks. 


King Fahd opens Shura Council 

«Wiri»d fh». 1 ) to that 


^ Th e king named 210 mem- 
bcR of Rovindal councils on 
Sept 19. 

political reforms were 
encour^ed by the United 
States, which sent 500,000 
t’wps to Saudi Arabia to lead 
an iotenational militaiy coali- 


tion that drove 

from Kuwait m the 1991 Gulf 

Diplomats say the Shura 
Council represents the vano^ 
sectors of &udi sodety and the 
appointments were well re- 
ceived by the Saudi people. 

They add that some of the 
rules governing the Shura fall 


short of Western concepts of 
democracy, but nevertheless it 
represents a big step forward. 

llie council is the first in 
Saudi Arabia in 60 years. The 
kingdom had a short-lived 
similar experience when it was 
set up in 1932. 

The council, which will not 
hold public sessions, is the first 


Where Michael 
Jackson leads 


By Bryan Appleyard 


But when the HVO refused 
their request, Bosman forces 
simply interrupted supplies to 
Kiseljak and the Seit areas in 
'the capital on Sund^. 

At the height of winter, 
Sarajevo now finds itself total- 
ly without power, while most 
of Kiseljak has also been,^ 
plunged mto darkness. 

Hospitals are able to keep . 
functioning thanks tp their own . 
generators and b^use fuel 
supplies recently made it 
through to the dty. 

General Francis Bri- 
quemont, commander of the 
U.N. forces in Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, has appealed to the 
warring parties to come to an 
'agreement allowing UNPRO- 


raR to repair the main power 
line into ^ajevo. 

“It's absolutely a priority," 
said Biesebroeck. 

But he added tiiat even if 
toey were allowed to carry out 
repairs, it would still be several 
days before power was res- 
tored. 



A somerime ago, at the Oxford 
Union. I defended the motion. 
“This House believes high cul- 
ture is superior to popular cul- 
ture." Piece of cake. I prefer 
Shakespeare to East Enders 
and Mozan to Shabba Ranks; I 
am unmoved by Madonna and ' 
left stone cold by U2. *1116 
occasional sneer at the postur- 
ing, undifferentiated mass of 
“pop" culture is both a duty 
and a pleasure — statistically 
one is unlikely to miss anything 
of value. 

Yet I was supposed to be on 
the opposite side. The motion 
was originally. ‘This House 
believes there is no such thing 
as popular culture." Since this 
was as palpably false as the 
new motion is self-evidently 
true. I was as happy then to 
oppose as I am now to prop- 
ose. This man. you might 
think, will do anything for a 
night at the Randolph hotel. 

! am now thought to be a 
turncoat. Both motions were 
intended to divide the Old 
Farts from the Young Snnarts, 
and the latter had me down as 
one of them. The OFs are the 
mandarins and the academics 
with their set texts, their grand 
opera and their Great Tradi- 
tion: the VSs are the media 
and cultural studies t>pes with 
their semiotics and structural- 
ism, pre- and post-, their com- 
puter games and their Amer- 
ican — not French — movies. 

The conflict is symmetrical 
since both factions are equally 
wrong. It is also important 
beyond the confines of Oxford, 
first because it raises the cru- 
cial issue of what, if anything, 
is worth saving from the con- 
tinuing fragmentation of the 
culture and. second, because it 
directly affects what is taught 
in schools and universities. 

The now fraught distinction 
between "high" and“popular" 
culture is based on fear and 
impatience. The fear is that of 
the OFs who wish to establish 
and preserve a realm of stan- 
dards, traditions and artistic 
forms. The impatience is that 
of the YSs who see no virtue in 
sudi rigidities and find as much 
or more to savour and contem- 
plate in the less self-conscious 
realm of mass expresrion and 
entertainment. 

The basis of the fear is 
sound. Europe and. lacteriy. 
the United Stales have been 
responsible for an artistic tradi- 
tion that is -without compare in 
human hisiioty* 'Writing off 
Michelangelo, Flaubert or 
Degas berause they axe dead, 
white, European males. • be- 
cause,. .th<ry .are pan of a. 
capitaJist/colonialist canon or 
because they are “irrelevani" 
is too stupio to consider. The 
fact that tneir work was made 
possible by the development of 
crafts and insights that were 
sustained by a continuity of 
‘ tradition means that abandon- 
ing the tradition is as gross an 
act of vandalism as slashing a 
painting or burning book. 

Yet from the I9th century 
onwards the fear of this van- 
dalism grew. Mass culture 
drove the defenders of con- 
tinuity. from Matthew Arnold 
to F R Leavis. to an ever-more 
paranoid assertion of the need 
for an inner cultural priesthood 
that would protect the highest 
and the best from the lowest 
and the worst. In part this was 
a fear of democracy, secular- 
ism and mass education. Artis- 
tic greatness was seen to be too 
fine, too subtle and too impor- 
tant for general consumption. 


Israel reports deal; Palestinians say no 


Tuesday in a long session on 
talks that lasted until after mid- 
night at a Cairo hotel. Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa join^ the negotiations 
for six hours, trying to help the 
two sides find compromises. 

' Mr. Arafet saw the Palesti- 
nian negotiators for two hours 
in the middle of the night on 
bis way to Tunis from Sudan. 
Immediately after he arrived 
home, the Executive Commit- 
tee met and rejected the Israeli 
position. 

“'The Israeli side has gone 
back to insisting on total con- 
trol and supervision of all cros- 
sings and bridges leading to the 
Gaza Strip and 'the area of 
Jericho from which the Israeli 
aimy will withdraw," the PLO 
statement said. 

“This will make this with- 
drawal no more than a rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces in 
these areas and empty it of all 
meaning." 

institution giving citizens a say 
in the affeirs of Saudi Arabia, 
the world's largest oil producer 
and exporter. 

Senior members of the royal 
family have traditionally con- 
trolled the vast oil wealth, 
huge foreign assets and politic- 
al and military affeirs of the 
kingdom of 17 million. 

Diplomats say the need for 
change became more prying 
after the 1991 Gulf war. ' 


(ContiBued from page 1) 

It said the PLO insisced on 
total Palestinian control of 
crossings into Gaza and 
Jerichoi and both a Palestinian 
and an international presence 
alongside Israelis at crossings' 
into other parts of the West- 
Bank. 

The PLO executive commit- 
tee said it “blames the Israeli 
side for obstructing the current 
negotiations and failing to 
meet its obligation to keep to 
the deadlines for starting 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
areas of Gaza and Jericho and 
completing it by April 13, 
1994.” 

In Amman, Palestinian 
Ambassador Al Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim said: 

“The Israeli propo^ do 
not even meet the minimum 
requirements of the Palesti- 
nians concerning the control of 
crossing points and the size of- 
Jeridio." 


“The negotiations have not 
made progress desjate Egypt’s 
efforts to unblock the situa- 
tion," said Mr. Abdul Rahim 
early Wednesday. "Any in- 
formation about a dr^ accord* 
between the two sides is totally-* 
groundless." *< 

Mr. Abdul Rahim said the 
Israelis had proposed a solu- 
tion for “only one crossing 
point with Jordan, the (Kin^ 
Hussein Bridge." 

“One pass^ is to be under 
Israeli control and another 
Palestinian, but without 
Jericho being linked. That 
amounts to total Israeli con- 
trol," be complained. 

For the Jericho region, 
Israel proposed autonomy for 
60 square kilometres, up from 
an original 27 square 
kilometres but fer below the 
PLO's initial demand for 365 
square kilometres. 



It embodied qualities that 
could not comj^e with the 
faster, sharper, sweeter 
Pleasuresof the masses. 

*The aesthetes' response was 
to withdraw into art, to say 
chat it was a luxury for the finer 
sensibilities but not obligatory 
for the rest. The moralists, 
however, could only be con- 
tent with an absolute insistence 
that high art was the ultimate 
distillation and protector of hu- 
man values. Even if you did 
not want it. you must accept its 
authority. 

The impatience that 
spawned the YSs grew initially 
^m the sense that this was all 
too transparently self-seeking 
— jobs for the boys as cultural 
priests, liiis generated the can- 
tankerous scepticism of the Hf- 
ties and was then intellectually 
underpinned by radical new 
critical and political move- 
ments in the Sixties and Seven- 
ties. The gist of this critical 
message was that the old cultu- 
ral cannon was an arbitrary, 
value-laden imposition: the 
reality of the modem world 
was a' shifting mass of cultural 
systems in which a can of beans 
could be seen to be as replete 
with meaning as a Titian. 

This appeded to young peo- 
ple who. by now. had been told 
that rebellion was the natural 
condition of their existence 
and whose most acute artistic 
experiences were more likely 
to have been derived from Bob 
Dylan or the Beatles than from 
Brahms. It appealed also to 
teachers in that the new disci- 
pline of cultural studies gave 
them a quasi-sciemific status as 
opposed to the suspect mystic- 
ism of the old critical posture. 

What has happened now — 
and the reason the Oxford 
debate is taking place — is that 
a ^neration that takes this 
radical cultural scepticism for 
granted is growing up and 
occupying positions of media, 
as opposed to merely 
academic, power. The maga- 
zine The Modem Review is 
based on the idea that low- 
brow art can be written about 
in a high-brow way. and the 
style has seeped into main- 
stream arts coverage. The 
general message is that the 
high culture emperor, dad in 
his mystifications and carefelly 
cultivated “difficulties." is, in 
fact, naked. 

'This may be a true and 
healthy corrective. Few aesthe- 
tic postures can be as arid as 
that of the high arty types who 
regard opneras or. novels as 
valuable simply because they 
are 'operas or' novels as' 
opposed to, say, Hollyyvood 
movies. It is tols kind of reflex 
snobbery (hat produces the un- 
articulated 'TiieraTy" aspira- 
tions of the Booker Prize or 
the hermetic and incoherent 
ramblings of critical justifica- 
tions in the visual arts. It is 
certainly true that there is 
more real art in a good Martin 
Scorsese movie, a vintage epi- 
sode of Cheers or a fine song 
of Randy Newman’s than in ^ 
per cent of the "literary" 
novels now published, new 
paintings exhibited, or new 
music composed. 

But the mistake the YSs are 
making is to assume that popu- 
lar expression is an entirely 
new phenomenon that requires 
a new critical Justification and 
that the quality of these odd 
fragments of mass culture 
somehow undermines previous 
conceptions of excellence. The 


opposite is the case. Th,tj_. 
reason any of us are abie^td.;- 
detect this new excellence at alK-: 
is because the culture has mh<fe:3 
us critically aware. As Clive 
James once said, the reason he 
likes Randy Newman is be- 
cause he likes Verdi. The only 
way you can reach Newman's 
dating ironies is by being 
attuned to the possibility of - 
such expression. In short, the 
high art/pop art antagonism is 
meaningless — because when . 
pop is good it becomes high,> : 

Pop, however, is easily glor^ i 
ified and commercially attrac-.j: 
live. So its elevation to an will, . 
tend to be a conquest rather 
than an acceptance. Free the . . 
schools and colleges to teach; ‘ 
what pop they tike and. '- 
Raubert will be* driven out.' 
Chaos will ensue — indeed. .- 
has ensued in the United States 
and. to some extent, here. . 
'Turn education into a dim- 
wilted wallow in the dislocated 
mire of cultural studies and the . 
future will produce no New- ‘ 
man and no Cheers. It will 
produce deracinated weirdos 
such as Michael Jackson, the - 
pathetic figure, lurching from ■ 
burnt scalp to exotic skin and 
dental problems and now, 
apparently, painkiller addic- * 
tion. without the faintest con- 
ception of who or what he is, 
and whose personal rock of 
stability appears to be Eli- 
znbeth'Tuylor. You can discuss 
this creature at length as a 
glittering pop emblem of the 
culture as a whole. But really 
he is no more than a wrecked 
victim of that culture, of patho- 
logical, but no aesthetic in- 
terest. 

Turning popular culture into 
a cause, u guerrilla war against 
the old high cultural standards, 
courts this kind of freak show • 
by encouraging the belief that 
going with the global electronic 
flow is somehow vjnuous. In . 
reality it is no more than a 
passive acceptance of what 
Raymond Williams, in perhaps^ 
his only memorable phrase,* 
called '“technological deter- 
minism". Technology is begin- ' 
ning to create a worldwide;' 
24-'hour entertainment system • . 
that will embody and sell pure- . . 
ly pop values. You may catch a , - . 
glimpse of Randy Neu'man.or • 
Cheers, but mainly it uill .He 
Guns N’Roses and' 77re Word. ‘ 
The high-brow pop view is 
that, equipped only with ouf*"' 
cultural studies qualifications. ' -> 
we should dive into this morass. « 
and analyse like crazy in the . 
brittle prose the form seems to . - 
require. But what they are , 
really saying is: this is going to... ' 
happen anyway so let’s sit Ixigk. 
and have some fun. W'hv wor- 
ry? Why work? Why resist?* ■ ' 

Cosmo Landesman, pre'- 
viewing the Oxford debate di ' • 
the weekend said: “llie mo- 
tion before the Oxford Union 
may be carried — but 1 suspect 
il is too late to set the clock 
back to the age of Matthew I 
Arnold and its simple cultural • 
certainties." Describing the } 
author of Dover Beach as pos- '• 
sessed of “simple cultural cer-' j 
tainties" is perverse, but 1 sus-~ 
peel Mr. Landesman is other- ,; 
wise right. The OFs. with tny 
help, will win, but the clock is ;! 
unlikely to be turned back. But 
does he really want to be right? 
Has he considered the heti that i 
is the technologically deter- * 
mined pop wallow? Does any- 
■ body seriously want lo be 
Michael Jackson? — The Inde- 
pendent. 
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World 
oil prices 
hit new 
5-year 


low 


L9NDON (R) — llte world 
price of Grade oQ fell to a new 
Wyear low Wednesday, ex- 
tended 1993's recession-led 
collapse. 

London Febraary futures 
for the world bradiinark 
Brent Blend of crude oil 
Opened after a four-day 
Christmas holiday break al 'S13.2S 
per bairel, the lowest since 
November 198S. 

The price this year is down 
firom aroond $20. AUomng 
for inflation, it is now scaree- 
ly hi^er tfasm at the time of 
the 1973 Arab oil embarg 

Recession has crimp^ c 
mand for petroleum even as 
output from new fiel<b in the 
'Anglo-NoTw^ian North Sea 
has hit a record 5.0 million 
barrels daily. 

Western industry analysts 
said that Saudi Arabia was 
refrising to lead a new round 
of OB^t by OPEC (Orga- 
nisation of tte l^troleum Ex- 
porting Countries) unless 
non-OPEC prodncers also 
helped to cnro en»ss supply. 

Bat an Arab oil envoy, C5il 
hfinister Said Bin Ahmad Al 
Sbanfari of Oman, ended 
talks in Norway Tuesday 
without any by that 

oonntiy to caA its Nmto Sea 


■ Norw^jan Indnstry and 
Energy MiiiBtor Jens Stotten- 
berg said that “under the 
present drcumstanoes we wiQ 
I* not undertake any measures 
to restrain our production. “ 

“OPEC b the cartel and 
OPEC has tile main reqionsi- 
bility for exercising prodno- 
tum restramts," Mr. Stoften- 
berg said. 

tenie brokers say that 
prices in the tiun, boh^y- 
season market ad^ht not be 
rqntesentative. 

Brent fritnies dr op ped as 
low as $13,23 early Grading 
Wednesday, down more than 
40 cmts frtm before Christ- 
mas. But they held aroond 
these levels and later tried to 
edge bibber. 

Any r^ lecove^, howev- 
er, unless there b a tniely 
Aidic nrinter in Eurc^ and 
the United Stares, b Gkely to 
depmid on prodnction cuts. 

*-We have to see who 
bfiriks first — * the Sanctis or 
Norway,*' one Enropean 
trader saiid. 

Energy econom is ts say that 
cheap oil may help fire up a 
weak global, economy, 
althon^ ctmsnmers don't al- 
ways enjoy a bie^ at the 
pump. 

Gasoline b selling at bar- 
gain basement prices in the 
Upited States. But else- 
where, governments tend 
sim{dy to tiap on new friels 
taxes. 


China to unify exchange rate from Jan. t 


BEUING (AFP) — China is to 
introduce a. unified, floating 
foreign exchange rate from 
Jan. 1 next year, replacnng the 
existing dii^-rate system, the 
People's Bank of China said 
Wednesday. 

The unified rate will be 
based on market ^mand and 
supply — meaning the can- 
cellation of the yuan's official 
exchange rate and its flotation 
against a basket of currencies 
— but will still be subject to 
administrative control, the 
central bank said. 

The Chinese yuan b offidal- 
ly fixed at around 5.80 to the 
dollar but the rate rises to 
about 8.60 on the black market 
and b hovering around 8.70 on 
swap markets, used by enter- 
prises seeking to balance fore- 
ign ex^ange needs. 

Central bank offidab have 
said since September that a 
-unified rate would be estab- 
lished in early 1994 as part of 
moves aimed at eventually 
achieving frill convertilrility. 

The currency is currently de- 
nominated in non- 
exchangeable renminbi and 
foreign exchange certificates 
(FEQ, introduced in 1979 and 
convertible at the official rate. 

Central bamk deputy gov- 


ertior Zhou Zhmigqing said cm 
Wednes^y's evening televi- 
pioii news that the bank would 
cease to issue FEC after Jan. 1 
and the currency would gra- 
dually be removed from cir- 
culation. 

Its demise will be welcomed 
by foreigners who r^ard being 
obliged to use a separate — 
and more expensive — curren- 
cy for certain transactions as 
discriminatory. 

Wednesday's announce- 
ment, carried by Xinhua News 
Agen^, did not specify the 
initial level of the new unified 
exchange rate but foreign 
bankers here believe it will 
near the swap rate. 

They said unification would 
have no severe impact on Chi- 
na's economy, noting that 80 
per cent of foreign trade trans- 
actions were already done at 
the swap rate. 

"The offitial rate now plays . 
a very minor role in Che eco- 
nomy, so 1 don't think the 
abolition itself will lead to 
strong inflationary effects." 
^d one banker. “But if the 
swap rate depredates, then 
that wUl create pressures." 

China was quick to plug tiie 
move's benefits for foreigners, 
with minister for foreign trade 


and investment Wu Yi saying it 
would remove problems 
caused by, btisine^men having 
to calculate their investment in 
yuan at the offidal rate but 
repatriate their profits at the 
swap rate. 

The Chinese authorities are 
willing to lose the income from 
this indirect FEC tax if it 
means clearing away this disin-' 
centive to investment, bankers 
say. 

“It will do a lot to make 
them look less like a Mickey 
Mouse economy" in intema- 
tionai eyes, particularly those 
of the General Agreemen t on 
Tariffe and Trade (GATT) 
iriiidi Beijing is seeking to 
rejoin, said one economist. 

Wu said the unification 
was a breakthrough in brin^g 
China’s trade system in line 
with intemation^ practice and 
would play “a positive role" in 
Beijing's GAIT application. 

But bankers emphasised 
strong administrative controls 
would remain, with China still 
some years off becoming a 
mature economy with the 
macro-economic regulation 
needed for the move to full 
convertibility. 

Unification is a step in the 
right direction but must be 


followed up with moves to 
allow freedom in commercial 
transactions and eventually 
financial transaction — under- 
takings made by a number of 
GATT members without fully 
convertible currencies, they 
say. 

In a recent interview with 
the Far Eastern Economic Re- 
view, central bank governor 
and vice premier Zhu Rongji 
said the renminbi would initial- 
ly become convertible in the 
current account, including 
foreign trade. 

China has set itself a ^e- 
year timetable for convertibil- 
ity. 

Black marketeers here play- 
ed down the impact of curren- 
cy unificadon on their busi- 
ness. “It won’t make any dif- 
forence, we can always pve a 
better rate." said one. express- 
ing a sentiment shared by eco- 
nomists. 

“As long as there is some 
government cotnrol, black 
markets will exist." said one. 
“They will exist anyway for 
individuals wanting hard cur- 
rency. How much the rate will 
diverge will depend on the 
extent of government interven- 
tion to control the market 
rate." 


Arab firm arranging travel 
chcQue payment system 


MANAMA (R) — An Arab 
financial services firm, hit by 
U.S. sanctions against Libya, is 
creating a mechanism for 
paying holders of its travellers 
cheques abroad, a spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

“Arab Financial Services 
(AFS) is in a sound position 
financially and will meet all 
outstanding travellers cheques 
obligations," a spokesman for 
AK's public relations firm 
Gulf Hill and Knowlton said. 

“It will do so once it has 
established the mechanism of 
payment." he said, adding 
“details on these will be issued 
in few days. 

The U.S. Treasury has clas- 
sified AFS. one of the main 
issuers of travellers cheques in 
the Arab World, as Libyan. It 
froze its U.S. assets, forcing 
the company to suspend its 
dollar travellers cheque and 
credit card operations. 

A banking source close to 
AFS told Reuters the finn was 
making arrangements to pay 
AFS cheques abroad, which 
included opening private bank 
account to help travellers cash 
all on part of their cheques. 


Company says Euro Disney 
is a financial disappointment 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Ibe 
perfbnnaoce of the Euro Dis- 
Theme Park outside 
rais b dreadful and bias be- 
come tile “first real finandai 
dba p poi n tment” for tiie W^t 
Dimey Co, Qiairman Mkliael 
Elaier said Tuesday in the 
annual report. 

Mr. Eisner pulled no pun- 
ches in discussing the peifnm- 
ance of the park, 32 kilometres 
east of Pans. 

“Some would call it dread- 
ful, and in a finangMi sense, I 
would be forced to agree," be 
said. 

“This has been a very se- 
rious problem, one that has 
cost an enormous amp nii t of 
time and anxiew,” be added. 

“Thb past year presented a 
frsw new chadienffs, namely 

our first real finanrial efis- 

appamtmeat: Euro IXsoey," he 
s^il 

Since Eoro Disneyland 
opened on ^ml 12. 1992, it 


has been repeatedly criticised 
by tile French. The conqiaDy 
iis been accused of trying to 
tajee over Europe with creap 
American culture, and one cri- 
tic called the paik a “cultural 
Chernobyl." 

Euro Disneyland's parent 
company, Euro Disney SCA, 
b 49 per cent owned by Walt 
Disney Co. 

^ Mr. Eisner had some posi- 
tive tioDgs to say about the 
park. Its boteb, he said, “are 
great." 

Attendance levels are 
“aooqicable" and exit inter- 
views indicate visitors love the 
park, be said. Euro Dbne^and 
‘had 17 million guests in its first 
28 months. 

Disney remains oomimtied 
to exploring all reasouable 
ahern^ives to help put Euro 
Disney on sound financial foot- 
u^ Mr. Bsuer said. 

But the comp an y will not let 


the park jeopardise its finan- 
cial health, he said. 

“We certainly are interested 
in aiding Euro Disney SCA, 
the pubBc ernopany tiiat bears 
our name and reputation," Mr. 
Eisner said. “We wQl in 
gc^ faith trich oar fellow Euro 
Disney sharebdders a^ &uo 
Disney cred i tors." 

“But in doing so, I promise 
all shareholders of tiie Walt 
Disney Co. that we will take no 
action to endanger the health' 
of Disney hself," he said. 

In the 19K fis^ year ended 
Scftf. 30, Euro Direey bad a 
lom of about $900 mmion. 

Euro Disney and Disney are 
engaged in talks with bakers 
in an effort to restructure the 
French oompany^s debL The 
companies have ttedined to 
provide details of the options 
under discussioii. Disney has 
said it hopes to have a restnic- 
turing in place by April and 
vriQ amioance its plans tiien. 


Recovery in Canada expected 
to strengthen in ’94 and ’95 


OTTAWA (R) — A moderate 
recovery in Canada b expected 
to strengthen m 1994 and 1995 
but the econmny will still per- 
form below its potential, the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperatioo and Development 
(OECD) has said. 

Canadian exports, hitting re- 
ooid lughs thb year, are likely 
to continue to grow rapidly tiut 
demand at home will progress 
slowly, the Paris-based tbink- 
.tank said in its year-end eoono- 


mk outlook. 

It projected economic 
growth of 3.7 per cent next 
year and 4.1 per cent in 1995. 
compared tritii 2.5 per cent thb 
year. 

Any dit^ in the unemploy- 
ment rate will be slow, keeping 
wage growth and inflation low. 

finprovements in the trade 
surplus are expected to be 
partly offset by a rising deficit 
on invbible trade as Canada 
meets its growing debt servic- 
ing commitments. 


The OECD said that slow 
progress in budget consolida- 
tion could limit the scope for 
declining lending rates and tiie 
marrowing of interne rate dif- 
ferentials with the United 
States. That in turn might slow 
the momentum of the recov- 
ery. 

“The recovery also remains 
at risk if export market growth 
turns out to be weaker than 
^p«^d," the forum for lead- 
i ng in dustrial nations said.. 


Indian foreign exchange 
reserves hit record high 


BOMBAY (R) — Indian gold 
and foreign exeban^ reserves 
have hit a record high of S13 
billion, a turnaround that 
bankets say reflects the im- 
proved economic outlook for 
the world's 12th largest eco- 
nomy as it heads into 1994. 

l^e Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) Wednesday said the 
country's gold and foreign cur- 
rency reserves had reached a 
record $13.01 billion on Dec. 
17, up S8.9 billion a year 
ago. 

Bankets said the Reserve 
Bank of India was taking in up 
to SlOO million a day as part of 
its decision to hold the rupee at 
31.37 to the dollar. Strong dol- 
lar inflows are keeping the 
rupee buoyant. 

On the day the government 
faced demands in parliament 
for the resignation of Finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh for 
failing to prevent last year's 
securities scandal, bankers and 
economists said the improved 
health of the economy re- 
fi^ed the liberalisation .poli- 
des of Prime Minbter P.V. 
Narasimba Rao. 

“The overall economy b 
moving out of recession. The 
underlying trend is buoyant." 
said Narayanan Vaghul, chair- 
man of ICJCJ Ltd., a leading 
Indian financial institutions. 

But be said some core sec- 
tors such as steel and cement, 
which were dependent on gov- 
ernment expenditure, re- 
mained deprrased because of 
spending cutbacks. 

The government projects 
growth in real gross domestic 
product in the current fiscal 
year, ending in March, at 4.5 
per cem, up from 4.0 per cent 
last year and 1.3 per cent in 
1991^. 


India's economic reforms 
have staitod strongly attracting 
the attention of overseas inves- 
tois, with 53.0 billion in invest- 
ment approvals notched up 
tince Mr. Rao took power, 
against a tenth of that in the 
preceding year. 

The Assodation of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers 
said that it expected car output 
to set a record in 1993/94, 
while leading businessmen are 
hoping the government will 
help boost the economy by 
cutting corporate taxes ini he 
coming national budget in 
February. 

Major companeb have seen- 
profits pick up sharply in the 
first six months of fisi^ 1993/ 
94. 

“The recession which dog- 
ged them for the last two years 
b a thing of the past. And if 
further tax cuts come ton the 
next budget, industrial ^owth 
may reach nine per cent in the 
next year." Basudeb Sen. 
general manager for research 
and piannfo^.^ the Unit Trust 
of India, the count’s largest 
mutual fond, said in an inter- 
veiw. 

In 1993/94 the governemnt b 
calking of 4.5 cent indust- 
rial growth, against 1.5 per oen 
tin 2991/92. 

The country's foreign ex- 
chan^ reserves have improved 
continuously since India 
embarked on a radical market- 
oriented economic reform 
programme in mid-1991, dis- 
mantling its decades-old social- 
ist pctiicy. 

Reserves bit a recent low of 
$4.6 billion in August 2991, 
just after Mr. Raas govern- 
ment had taken over during an 
acute balance-of-payments cri- 
sis. 


Peanuts 


MA‘A/A, I -WALKED 
SCHOa IN THE RAIN.. 





VE5.MA‘AM..MY WET HAIR 
15 DRIPPING ON THE DESK. 
AND THE WATER SEEMS TO BE 
RUNNING DOUIN THE AISLE .. 



N0.MAAM.lfs -me KIPS BEHIND 
ME WHO ARE MAKING THE 
UTfie PAPER SAILBOATS . 

nc 



Andy Capp 


ousrcANir. 






JT«SAP6A|^^n 
OOUkb VOU L66VE 

*)&pR%Ciicewi'm? 





Nlutt^n’Jeff 



ms BEHER HALF. 


ByHarrff 





”Do you like this kiss, Stanley? 
learned it from one of my 
women’s magazines!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 n'HMrt AnwWwMMlvAfgMcM 


Uneovnble these four Jumblee. 
one fener tp ea^ squB/e, to loim 
tour ordinary wofds. 


STOFI 


• 

ini 




e— *«■ 


□ 

t/AINE 



□□ 

■ 

■ 


PLUTIF 


_ 





HOTFUR 





THE eOCTl^Tm. 
&EALTTV QUEEN V\A>- 


Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprfse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


yestarda/s 


Printanswerhen: AN “Q” Ct X I ^ 

(Answers on Saturday)’ 
Jumbbs; CREEK ABBOT NAPKIN UNFOLD 


Answer. What the bald produce peddler ended ud 
with— A BAKED BEAN ^ 


“They are going to sort it 
out. They are in proo^ of 
making arrangements, the 
source said. AFS offiaals were 
unavailable for comment. 

The U.S. move followed a 
U N. Security Council resolu- 
tion to freeze Libyan finaiiMl 
assets from Dec. 1 over the 


of a Pan Am 
ockcrbic. Scot- 


1988 bombin 
airliner o\'cr 

Bahrain authonties have de- 
fend^ the firm and criticned 
the United States for freeiing 
its assets on the basis that AFS 
was owned and controlled by 
Libyans. 


FORECAST FOR THURSD.AY DECEMBER 30, 2»3 

By Thomas S Pierson. Astroieger CarrOU fwrda.'.on 


general TENDENCIES: A 
dav to sit hack and obseni'e the 
proercss vou hare made and to 
get clear 'on just what it b that 
^hen. »tfcin to he expecting from 
you. You hare evcr>- opportunity 
now to express your talenis. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make it a point to get tuftcibcr 
with the most individual ytni 
know and work out business and 
dvie affairs efiicicntly so that you 
get approval of all quickly. 

TAURUS: (April 2(1 to May JAl) 
Getting personal matters Iwnd- 
led properly ts very important 
now. Go to key people and come 
to a perfect understanding about 
any situation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You cun start an upswing in all of 
vour affairs and get the admira- 
tion of those you lore by baring 
private talks with aotborities and 
experts who give ideas for early 
advancement. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 31 ) Assodaics and allies arc 
very helpful now in showing you 
how to advance more quickly. 
Listen carefully and follow 
through with ideas, thereby gain- 
ing prestige and good will as 
well. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can gain prestige arm promotion 
if you are particulurly careful in 
handling your particular task 
since higher-up wilt be watching 
your progress. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You are highly inspired 
hi>w 10 get your wishes today, so 


be wre ID carry through «nh 
idcav Ihink belter of others, he 
amusing, accept mviiationv ex- 
tended kindly. 

LIBRA: iStfpicmher 10 tX*KV 
tier 22) You will be unpresved 
with bnu- sctMusly Others lake 
their tasks and ooportupiUcs to 
a^'yncc. so see imt you follow 
example fot sucerss. 
.SCORPIO: (October 2.1 to 
November 21 1 Oei shopping 
done in the a>tnpany of wise 
friends iind also be sure >(ui 
cimfer with associates in order 10 
work out a better method of 
operating in joint interests. 

SAGITTARll^: tNuvember 22 
10 December 2(1 Enrteosour w 
find simpler methods ' that will 
airo mean economy and yiiu will 
be more successful, efficient in 
the future. 

CAPRICORN: (Occember 22 10 
Janu.iry 2(1) fl is impnnam lu do 
soincibing nice for itihen now ms 
th.\t they will like and appreciate 
vou more. Entertain them in the 
way they like best and be hai^‘ 
yourself. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Fehniarv I^l Take every oppor- 
tunitv today to show- km'that you 
arc ifevoied to them even ilunigh 
it is necessary that you be out in 
the business' wiH'lij so much o( 
the time. 

PISCES: (F^ruarv 20 10 March 
20) An idctil day 10 be with :inics 
[o thresh nut mutual problems. 
Telephone or emYCSpond with 
there not easily available to you 
on a pemMa) havs. 


FORECAST FOR FRlIXiY DECEMBER 31, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundaiton 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Carry throu^ with a course of 
action that has proven satisfac- 
tory in the past and resist an urge 
to change present arrangements 
hy #hich you have enjoyed suc- 
ccM and a degree of happiness. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make sure you contact dose ties 
before mghi fails to get their aid 
and ideas for mm^ting vital 
personal affairs that you must get 
finished. 

TAURUS; (April 2U u> May 20) 
Day hours give you every c^por- 
tuni^' to quietK learn from au- 
thorities what tiiey are willing to 
tk> 10 assist in yoor personal and 
career aspirations. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You can start a whole new up- 
swing in your affairs by searching 
you paper and other good 
primed media fbr ideas and ii>- 
formation to get aliead. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) The future can be brigh- 
ter and easier if you adopt more 
modern systems in personal, 
buaness and civic endeavours 
you wish to participate in. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) By 
attending to services and duties 
ym will be insfrired bow to deal 
with partners and other im'por- 
tant tie more wirely for your 
future advancement. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be of rervice and in^ra- 
tion to others during day houis. 
Then be sure to get out with 


finest associates m (he evening 
for a really wonderful time. 

LIBRA: (September 2.^ 10 Oetn- 
her 22) Impoitant you show real 
affection for those >ou love iww 
and five in such a way that you 
become un inspiration fot them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November Zt) ^ain until 
the nin (foLWH foHrm the 
xuggeuipns of one lies iKn 
the future can be more hatino- 
nknis 10 ihuae your really cait 
about. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) Before luit- 
ebeon is l)te best lime (o call 
others and discuss with them 
what you have in mind to hrinjg 
success in al) that are pariki- 
pating. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2U) Bring to mind (he 
finest tenets under which you 
were reared and hy eombiDing. 
Diem with yoor own proven phi- 
losophy. the future cun 
brighter. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 1 to 
February 19) Show that you are 
capable of raising level of con- 
sciousness during (he morning 
and become an inspiration to 
others by your exan^ of suc- 
cess. 

nsCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Meditation a( services of 
your choice or in the quiet of 
your room will Irelp you to plan 
the future more wisely in accord 
with modem methods. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 MusM symbol 
SBrtdassini 
lOOoodsns 
mestep 

14 Munch nMMr 

15 (bv>-fslstsa 

16 Great Arnsnesn 
ssnti 

17 Mrs. Ernie 
Kovws 

laLsSM 
ISOseeous 
aO-A— "(Gnffilh 
Mm) 

aacenestsewd 

04 5, Air hiO 

BWM 

27nsrcM8pot 
29 Movie eempsny 
meals 

32 tmam's lexi 
33-flW 
34 SUant rUm vame 
35Team«r‘s 
cernmane 

38 FrisnOi Fr. 

39 Bkmoerer a ery 
'4QCiivonthe 

Rhone 

sminnvnish Lads 
ASnacedss 
ASBorone'sgoM 
*4 Evacyttmg 
4S — cHWHgmy 
46 M eoaefs 
eontrbuilon? 

53 Stop, fbr one • 

54 — DomlriM 
ssGisocMieii 

base 

56 Run In pine 

57 CriM'a naignbor 
se Auttior Perbor 
59 Cooking mixbir* 
50 Bolt togemer 

61 O queue? 

down 

1 KuienviP 

ESwOlVgft 

SCiBDian 
4 Deals iMttnoui 
dunes 

SAdorwHOa 

STboasnatciiiha 

oergiy 



TBrycsCwiyOh 
locale 
5 — neire 

9 Piece 10 HI 

10 MgnK a ntuaie 

11 (.neoup 
i^Soiger yenny 
iSvluiGiue 

21 Persan 
ffiF^aggs 

Sq 0tn S DBI 

Wcorn 

ZoBurdtn 

gCabiwv^oe 

siOMMRcansi 

location 

32Kubiior 

aiimmatton 
_ acronym 
iJSMoon owner 
5b — eBuoe 
37 HqSS^ 
SSfiVaaeTama 
A3 ClWrtt 


YeHetday's Fuals SafoM; 


SHH5 Hnnn nMwm.i 
nnnn nnnn nn-,nn 
i..nnnnnnFnjf{r.jnn 

nnnnnriniiniinnnnrj 
2«n nnnn nanun 
nnr^nn r.mn 
pnnnn nnran nim 
cinn^nnnnnrr.mnfjn 

nviu 

nnnn nriiy 


« Approprm* 
4S Handy 

43Cami4 
„ “onomoo 
*7 icehouie 
A5 Actor 


ASCNRIWiaK'.' 
SOTolMtl 
51 .R. 

RaffiamT'-' 

MBibietftwn 

5STIW 
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Japan firms spend $540m for unknown aims 


TOKYO- (R) — Tax authoi^ 
ities said W^nesday Japanese 
companies bad spent a record 
59 J btUibn yen ($540 million) 
for unspecified purposes in the 
year JO June 1^. 

A survey of the top 4«900 
firms conducted by the Nation- 
al Tax Administration Agency 
showed that about SSO com- 


panies did not specify how the 
money was spent. 

It was a 6.6 per cent rise in 
this category from the previous 
year, die agency said. 

Construction companies 
accounted for 43.8 billion yen 
($390 million) ~ or about 
three quartern of the total “du- 
bious'* spending, the agency 


AMMAN (Petra) ^ Jordan 
Electric Authority (JEA) has 
embarked on the second phase 
of Aqaba Tbermai Power Sta- 
tion's extenrion, with the aim 
of boosting power generation, 
according to JEA Director 
General Mohammad Said 
Arafeh. 

• Mr. Arafeh said the JEA 
floated tenders in Septem- 
ber and October to provide 
steam boilers, steam turbines, 
fuel reservoirs and carry out 
civil works. 

The new extension involves 
adding two new power genera- 
tion units operated heavy 
feel. The two generating units 
will be operational in the mid- 
dle of 19^, according to Mr. 
Arafeh. 

The tenders will be offered 
to tile best bidders before the 
end of 1995. Work on the first 
generation unit trill take 31 
montiis, while work oh the 
second unit will take 33 
months, according to the JEA 
director general. 


He pointed out that the au- 
thority has decided to select an 
international consulting com-, 
pany to carry out'tfae engineer- 
ing works. By doing so, the 
company seeks to. benefit from 
the experiences of such a com- 
pany by training tiie company’s 
.technk^ cadre. 

On the project’s finance, 
Mr. Ai^h said the govern- 
ment has approached interna- 
tional and Arab funds and 
some friendly countri« to pro- 
vide the necessary funds. 

A delegation from tiie Arab 
Economic and Sodal Develop- 
’ meat Fund has recently visited 
Jordan and showed interest in 
fiiuuidng tiie project. 

Mr. Arafeh described this 
extension as vital to meeting 
• the increasing demand for elec- 
tric power, which resulted 
fiom the improvement of eco- 
nomic performance and in- 
. crea^ investments. The de- 
mand for electridQ^ increased 
by 2.7 per cent in 1991, and 
then jumped to 10 per cent to 
1993, Mr. Arafeh said. 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co -o p e m tio n iritli 

Cairo Amman ^nk 



I1.S. OoUar in ImemMianal MariiM 


Cafrenc)’ 


Deutsche Mark 


Swbs Ftaac 


FraKli Franc 


Mitf Voab. 
ClOM. 

^*WW9a 





t.SOSt 


U7QS0 



Eon^Kan CsiteB)' Unft 


USD F»r STG 

* tmopam OpoN: 6 M a.n. G>fT 


1 29/12/1993 


Camocy 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. Dq6w 

3.25 

3.25 

3.37 

3.60 

Steribkg Pounl 

5.37 

5.25 


5.06 

Dnuefae Marts 

6.31 

6.00 

5.62 

5.10 

Swia Franc 

4.3J 


3.13 

3.59 

French Franc 

6.56 

6.37 

6.00 

5.50 

Japuese Yen 

2,34 

2.06 

r.93 

J.il 

EoFOpean Camney Unh 

6.70 

6.31 

6.00 

5.53 


CanuO Bmric of 


Cgrr eocy 


VS. DoUsr 


SterUng Pound 


Dcotsclie Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japmeae Yen* 


Dutch GnBder 


Swed Uh Knnia 


ItaHaii tim" 


Belgian FnuM 


* Me 


« 29/12/1993 



: Wlt/1993 


Offer 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Follotring are the buying and selling rates for 
lea ding world cunendes and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Bxdiange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 

U-S. $1.00 costs 1J330/40 Canadian (foliar 


One sterling 
One oiBice of gold 


U33(V40 

Canadian (foliar 

1.7050/60 

Deutschemarks 

1.9096/06 

Dutch guildera 

1.4406/16 - 

Smss francs 

35.44/48 

Belgian ftancs 

5.8040/90 

Frenri) francs 

1689.1A1.6 

Italian lire 

111J9/69 

Japanese yen 

8.2330/30 

Swedish crowns 

7.3900/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.6S35«3 

Danish crowns 

Sl.5011/21 


S384.S0/385.00 



giving no fnithcT details. 

Analysts say the unspedfied 
spending on record is only a 
small part of far larger, 
amounts of dubious finandng. 

In a growing contracts-for- 
cash scandal, state* prosecu- 
tors have arrested more than 
30 construction industry execu- 
tives, two re^onal governors 


and two big-dty mayors. 

There has been iDteose spe- 
culation (hat prosecutors, bol- 
stered last month by the 
appointment of an anti- 
corruption warrior as 
prosecuior-^neral, . are poised 
to go after tiie cats“ — 
major politidans — in what 
could become Japan’s biggest 
post-war bribery scandal. 


Iraq relaxes foreign exchange contro 




JEA plans to boost 
power generation 


Yugoslav National Bank 
redenominates dinar 

BELGRADE (R) — The Yugoslav Natitmal Bank, faring 
record hyperinflation which renders currency worthless within 
days of issue, Wednesday chopped nine zeroes off tiie dinar, 
the Politika newspaper said. 

The decision to redenominate the dinar had been expected 
to go into affect on Jan. 1 . but onirmienc new year holidays and 
monthly wage and penrion payments prompted the bank to 
bring the move forward by three days, Politika said. 

A one billion dinar note Will be counted as one dinar. 

On the black market, the. only one that counts, the dinar is 
currently worth about 1,100 billion to the dollar. 

The last time the central bank knocked »roes off the dinar 
'was on efou 1, when six noughts were drof^ied. 

The centr^ bank had issued a flurry of new banknotes over 
the last six montiis in a losing strug^e against galloping 
inflation tiiac has reached mind-bt^iuig levels. . 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, suf- 
fering from a chronic shortage 
of foreign currency, is en- 
couraging its people to save 
their hard cash in state banks. 

Iraq’s central bank, in a bid 
to lessen demand for foreign 
exchange and prop up the sink- 
ing dinar, is taking steps to 
liberalise foreign exchange 
dealing and the drculatioo and 
possession of hard cash. 

Legally, Iraqis are now 
allowed to openly deal in fore- 
ign exchan^ and open foreign 
cash accounts in Iraqi banla. 

The authorities now tolerate 
more than ever before money 
changers who, though not yet 
legalised, strike open d^s 
with traders. 

The central bank ^hied last 
week licences to 28 firms set up 
to buy and sell foreign curren- 
cy. But the firms have not yet 
started their operations. 

When these companies start 
business, it will tfo the first 
official recognition of the di- 
nar's black market rate which 
on Wednesday stood at 138 par 
U.S. dollar. Die dinar’s oKdal ‘ 


rate is $3.2. 

In an interview with the gov- 
ernment newspaper A1 
Jumhourivah this week, an 
official central bank source 
urged Iraqis to overcome their 
fears about foreign cash deal- 
ings. 

“It has been decided to per- 
mit citizens to deposit and 
withdraw from their foreign 
money accounts without any 
restrictions and questioning ou 
the sources of the money." the 


paper said, quoting the central 
bank official. 

Iraq’s government has 
allowed its ministries and 
offitts to strike deals in hard 
currency with the private sec- 
tor. a move it hopes will hold 
down spiralling prices and curb 
a plunge 'in the value of the 
dinar. 

The central bank is also call- 
ing on Iraqis with accounts 
abroad to transfer their money 


to Iraqi banks, ptohi.j.‘«r 
lar privileges. J j 

Iraa’s authorsu®!* 
comment on wbelher )..>• 
precedented measursii : 
ing any positive iRTp-'J* *^, 
economy, crippis-’i^oy ^ 
gent U.N. embargo 
punish Iraq ^ i?* ‘ 
KuwaU in IWt -S j 
Ba--hdad traders.' 
wo .d rather 
dollars than depos;: ;!ri> 
government bank's, j ^ 


Announce^ to its customers the arriv&l .c’ 
shipments of various types: 

Lobster, Hammour, Shour, 

_ Farridin, Bouri, Hanriejrs* 

Sultan Ibrahim, Sole, Squ^c. 
~KFresh shrimps of different, 


Abdaili, Police Academy Street, tel; 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAirS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


MCKEI6, AM FREIGHl 
FamHAftOMG. o(xm-tD 
DOOR 'services AM) 
OEMVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 


Oi^ 

The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 





Thi: Hest Orictiiu! Ford in Tohu 

rur 



TeL Na 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


Ro/,(‘mi Rostauruni 




Ri:S/Al'RA\T 


- Chinese . Thai, Phlllfpino 
Indonisian & Malaysian Spa- 
cialitles. 

- Rve Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Uve Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 

12:00-3:30 pjn 
6:30-11:30p.m 
(7 days a week) 



.Club RauiurafU 
UvaPlano 
Open Fridays 








t - 






r li t'isi (lias SpcM-ial 


BooldB«Bfil3573/e30571 


2 nd Grtle. Jabal Amman 
Opposite French loaf 

Tel- 653482 



PEKING 

■ RESTAURANT 

AUIHENPC CHIHESB-CUISmE 


Begont 
CdodU 
Atmoipnew 
Moderote 
Pricei.. , 

a 

Shmebonl ^ 
Tel 660250 
open dotty 


^ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. YarmouK 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
SupermacKei 

MongolltQ Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and (asteour 
specialises 

Open daily 1 2.-00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< Midnight > 



, ■•V' -I". 

Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand hotel style 


SZECHWAN BARRENS 
BHINESE RESTAnRANT 
lyptad Orim Foods 
SkflM Chhwfe Cbrts 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVE ii:: 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL T ~l'C 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EJURCr' I 
SPEaALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST . . \ 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE QQHTAC 

EASTERN SER VICE^ 

'' OFnciAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORD^. 

TEL : 621 77B TLX : 23023 PAX : 656 ^70 ' ) ’ 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEI60ER-' - 
AMMAN -JORDAN 




Merry Cftrisfmas 
& happy new year 
Et^6y own sp. menue 
on Christipas day 
^Jua^ 

Christinas, Carols 
played on the piano 

Tel 660093/4. 

Fax B23864 
Shmeisant-Near Babish 
Amman-Joroan 





Take away Is mralXeMe 

Site AMnb sewi 
Urn iAtminan Cmitmiial Ganw 

TeL' 861174 
fficeTastsd AhvsgxLpscd 


The first 8 best 
ChineseRestawent 
inJonfan 

IstCircte. Jabal Amman, near 

Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take ewee is avaBaMe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Mkhiight 

Tel. 63$^ 


Soft St Alcoholic ^ 

^ Taltc-Awav Service? 




One visit win make yOB 
a steady , we bdievein 


LARASALOHMID 




Hairdo, Washing by 
hot water and 
Arabic way, 
Manicure & 
Pedicure 

• and facials. 

Swelffeh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


V^iteble Cuisine Franpeise 
Live Entertainment 

685746 

Shmessani 


AWS 



\ I N N / 

Qe^laurant & Tapes 

.^mman. 3rd drcle 
Tri.61 


snniioiiAiG 

PfofessioaaJ Q^ity in 
1 Hour Service* 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* jvmmo phot9 

sdxm 30% larger 

* Fr«o aniargw 
meat 20 x 30 cm 


f IBE 
M; ATNDSFSESE 

emm 



TAIX OFTHETOWN 
NSCOTHEQUE 


I 


Daily Lunch 


Optn nIflMlir Fnn PS to UO AJl 

Soidqr Fmi440 P.H tosiH AJI 

TiMsctay CloMd 

Td c?5J: i FftX ; 6i777i- 
Middle hold - Shmebaai 



— Parole 

AaeJoun • JorJarr Sup<nMriri'Blj)G 


S 699-420 


Shmeeani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bauk. Phone; 604042 
Swefieb tel: S23891 



llAUtOTEL 


Arranan ■ T?i. eE5123 
P.0.B0X 9403 - Pax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAB07I JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatrlale&and 

BusInsttiBcn 


special Executive Lunchec 

Take away service 

availaoje 

I open Daily 12.30-3.i0 cr 
' 7.30-fl.?upr- 

1 After the Ph;ladelpi'.;c H' 

! 7o--raids £r<i cVrjL; 


•O'-' , 

Happy Hath 
At 

. Hue. drink 

each drink ■. • 

-6C6t4if. 







^ EXOTIG 




KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 

5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

"CALLHISHAM INTERNATOR^^ 161.^98180 / 698181 
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pvacuees take hard road to 
freedom from besieged Sarajevo 


SAR^EVO (R) — Hundreds 
of civilians evacuated from be- 
sieged Sarajevo endured a cold 
and uncomfortable night on 
Ihe road to ^edom Wednes- 
day. 

Having finJly won permis- 
sion from the airing parties 
io pass through the battle lines 
zround the Bosnian capital, 
the evacuees' Journey on a 
fleet of ramshackle coaches 
was held up by .- jel shortages 
and mechanical breakdowns. 

United Nations officials said 
about 1,000 women, ^fldren 
and elderly men had left 
Sarajevo and were beading 
either for Croatia or Serbia 
after their evacuation had bem 
delayed for months by haggling 
between Serb and Muslim au- 
thoiities. 

**Tbe convoy to Split (on 
Croatia's Adriatic coast) dis^ 
yered it didn't have enou gh 
gasoline and that it needed 
another bus to carry all the 
people,” said Ray Vi^lldnson, 
^kesm^ for the U.N. 
Commissioaer for f^fugees. 

Fuel and another bus even- 
tually materialised and the 16- 
bus convoy set off from the 
Serb-held district of Lukavica, 
its first staging post just outside 
Sarajevo, at 4:00 a.m. 
Wednesday morning, he said. 


The convoy was later re- 
ported to have suffered two-- 
more punctures en route, but 
was pressing on. 

'^Everyone spent an ex- 
tremely uncomfc^ble night 
huddled together on the bus 
for warmth,” Mr. Wilkinson 
added. 

Evacuees said they had been 
forced to leave Sarajevo be- 
cause they lacked food and 
electricity. 

One mother said: ‘Tm leav- 
ing Sarajevo only to save my 
children. The best place to live 
in the world is Sarajevo and 
I’m ^ng to come back as soon 
as die war is finished.'' 

As they left, Muslim author- 
ities in another besieged Bos- 
nian city, Mostar, issued an 
urgent appeal for food aid. fuel 
and me^'dne. 

The Muslim-controlled radio 
said late Tuesday that Mostar's 
55,000 trapped Muslims had 
not received any food for 20 
days, but the United Nations in 
Saiaievo denied the claim. 

Mr. Willdnson said that be- 
tween Dm. 1 and 16, there 
were four conv<^ to the Mus- 
lim and Cfoat sides.of Mostar, 
with tiie Muslims getting 257 
tonnes of food. 

There had been no convoys 


since ' Dec. 16 but one was 
scheduled for Wednesday with 
52 tonnes of flour and mixed 
ibodstu^. 

“The Nation is still very 
bad, but to suggest they (East 
Mostar) have not received any- 
thing for 20 days is not really 
true,” he said. 

The radio said people had 
started eating wild vegetables 
and grasses and indicate food 
poisoning was rampant in the 
eastern sector of the city, 
where, the ‘Muslim population 
is under siege by Croat forces. 

United Nations officials re- 
ported a decrease in the level 
of fighting around - Sarajevo 
Tuesday, ^though the casutdty 
count showed one dead and 13 
wounded on the Muslim side 
and one wounded in Serb terri- 
tory. 

Russian drivers ferrying 
diesel into Sarajevo Tuesday 
foced problems when a tanker 
in their convoy was hit by small 
arms fire near a front-line area 
on the approach to the city, 
said Mr. Willdnson. 

The tanker limped into 
Sarajevo leaking diesel fuel. 

In a cjty where electricity 
supplies are cut off more often 
than they are running, diesel is 
vital for keqxng generators at 
hospitals and the main bakery 


in operation. 

U.N. military officers in cen- 
tral Bosnia said fitting in the re- 
gion appeared to have abated 
since ^ristmas, when a holi- 
day ceasefire was ignored by 
ail sides, but the region re- 
mained tense with sporadic 
clashes between Muslims and 
Croats. 

”Neitiier side can get suffi- 
cient fwepower together to 
push through,” a U.N. spokes- 
man said. 

In Sarajevo, reports that 11 
Canadian peacekeepers in 
Bosnia were subjected to a 
mock execution by their &rb 
captors one week ago were 
dismissed as '^rious exag- 
^ration” by the United Na- 
tions Wednesday. 

.This was despite Canadian 
Defence Ministiy confirmation 
that its soldiers mul teen stood 
against a wall by Serte who 
then opened fire around them. 

Heavy fighting in Olovo and 
Teocak. northern Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, has claimed hun- 
dreds of lives, notably among 
Bosnian Serb forces over the' 
past weeks, informed sources 
in Sarajevo said Wednesday. 

The fitting pits Bosnian 
Serbs against mainly Muslim 
government forces. 



U«S* Ambassador-at-large Strobe Talbott (kft) answers jporr 
o^sts qnestHms fonowmg the annoancementof Us nooiiiation 
3S. deputy secretary of stiOe by Secr^ary of State Warren 
Christopher (AFP friioto) 

Talbott named No^ 2 offic^ 
at U.S. State Department 


LOS ANGELES (R) ^ In 
another move aimed at streng- 
tfaeniog Plresident Bill Qiotrai 
embattied foreign policy team, 
Russia expert Strobe Talbott 
was named Tuesday the. 
number-two man at the Stale 
Department. 

U.S. Secretary of St^ War- 
rm Christopher, choosing as 
his deputy a close friend of Mr. 
Clinton over career diplomats, 
gave Mr. Talbott, now 
ambassador-at-large and spe- 
cial adviser on Rmsia and the 
other newly independent 
states, a broad assignment 

Mr. Talbott, a 47-year-old 
former Time magazine bureau 
diief, will continue as chief 
U.S. poliqrmaker on Russia 
while taking on other, broader 
assignments, thus enbandng 
speculation he is being 
groomed to take over scxnectoy 
as secretary. 

Mr. Christopher interrupted 
his California vacation to 
anncnnce Mr. Talbot's 
nomination at a news confer- 
ence. It follows by a week the 
administratica's biggest fore- 
ign policy diange, dompung 
Les Aspin for rewed Admiral 
Bobby Ray Inman as defence 
secretory. 

Mr. Christopher also vowed 
that as the administration en- 
ters its second year he will *'not 
be diveitd” from such lar^r 
goals as fostering Russia's tran- 
sition to democra <7 by ”re- 
gional problems” like Bosnia 
have prompted intense cri- 
tidsm of U.S., and his, per- 
formance for most of 19S3. 

think he’s the best person 
for Che job,” the 68ryear-old 
Christopher said of Mr. Tal- 
bottt noting that he was coun- 
sefled by some to select a 
deputy of his own ^neration. 
!‘*My choice was quite de- 
Mbelrate».it is very durable to 
teve somebody of the presi- 
dent’s generation. ..someone 
who brings the vigour and 
dnVe, aggressiveness of 

^^ting Mr. Talbott has been 

architect of U.S. Rusaa 
^cy. Mr. Christopher sud: 

has guided us through a 

^!of challenges, and in the 

oKwess he has shown h^lf 
pfted diinicer 

aind manager.” 

:in an apparent »«««{« *? 
antercut suggestioitt that Nu. 
Talbott was imposed on him by 
Mr.' Qinton, Mr. Chn^her 

“I recommended him to 

the. president because I 
great confidence In bis ability. 


his affeirs, his integrity and his' 
diaracter.” 

Mr. Talbott, author of six 
books wto robmed with Mr. 
Qintiini when the two men 
were Rhode sdiolais at Oxford 
Univeiti^, has Icmg been seen 
as a risixig star in the adminis- 
tration. 

Htt new appointment, which 
must be co nfir med by the Sen- 
ate, catapults turn to an even 
Ugbei^mlDfile role. 

Mfr. Talbott is viewed as a 
better public speaker and a 
more Ufectfve. salesman for 
U.S. pUicy that Mr. Christ- 
opfaer, whose wooden style 
and pUtiic difference has 
Um less than a 
presence either in the Ui 
States or abroad. 

Mr. Talbott, standing with 
Mr. Christopher, said: 'Tielish 
tiM diance to broaden out a Ut 
and to be part of u4iat I see as 
die great adventure of die Un- 
ited States tiyii^ to lead the 
rest of the world in building a 
true post-cold war internation- 
al securi^'* stnictnre. 

A Russian sdiolar.wlule at 
Yale University befne his days 
at Oxford, Mr. Talbott has 
been an outqx>ken advocate of 
U.S. support for Rnsaan Prefi- 
dent Bo& Yeltsin and re for m 
forces. 

The strong showing of nltra- 
nationalists and Communists in 
this month’s Russian par- 
liamentary elections.makes aid 
harder to win ffom the U.S. 
ingress, but Mr. Talbott has 
argued such aid is more impor- 
tant than ever. 

Mr. Talbott replaces Qifton 
Wharton, the department's 
highest-raiildng black official, 
who reagned list month under 
pressure after months in which 
Mr. Qinton’s foreign pcilicy 
team came under intensecritic- 
ism for Bosnia. Somalia and 
Haiti. 

Samuel Lewis, the State De- 
partment’s director of polity 
planning and former ambassa- 
dor to IsimI, will retire next 
month. 

A 4()-yeu vetorkn of govein- 
ment service, Mr. Lewis said 
that he had “reached a conclu- 
sion a few weeks ago that 1 was 
worn down and after coming 
out of retirement, am going 
back to the harness again.” 

Mr. Lewis, 65, had retired 
from the State Department in 
1985 after an eight-year post- 
ing as ambassa&r to Israel, 
but returned last January to 
head the Policy Planning De- 

g artment at the request of 
ecretary of State Warren 
Qirisophter. 


Black Sea Fleet calls 
takeover a ‘provocation’ 


SEVASTOPOL (AFP) — The 
command of the disputed 
Black Sea Fleet described 
Wednesday a takeover by 
armed Ukrainian marines of 
two offices as a “provocation” 
and warned it was prepared to 
take measures to counter the 
move. 

In a statement released here, 
fleet spokesman Andrei 
Grachev and the head of en- 
gineerii^ Vyacheslav Kim said 
Ukrainian authorities were us- 
ing 'as a pretext to seize the 
offices the fact that the officers 
cf tile two units had pledged 
allegiance to Ukraine. 

“This IS a provocation aimed 

at disruptijng 

Ukrainian relations,” they 
said, adding: “We reserve the* 
ri^t to use atequate mea- 
sures to stabilise the situa- 
tion.” 

The statement came amid 
unconfirmed reports tiiat Fleet 
Commander Admiral Eduard 
Baltin was on holiday in Mos- 
cow and that his aide Vitaly 
Larionov, known for pro- 
Russian views, was in charge. 

Ukrainian marines armed 
witii sub-madiine guns seized 
Tuesday the offices of the 
fleet's Naval Engineering Ser- 


vices located in Odessa and 
Ismail and threatened to open 
fire if navy officers attempted 
to enter, according to a report 
from the ITAR-TASS news 
agency. 

The Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministiy however denied 
report and said tiiat the offices 
were “made subordinate to tlie 
Ukrainian Navy Command by 
agreement” with the Black Sea 
Fleet Command. 

Russia' and Ukraine have 
been at odds over control of 
tile Black Sea Fleet since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union 
but Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kravdiuk agreed in 
August IQ lease the powerfol 
'arnia^'tb -RaSsia.”*^ ' ‘ 

the decision has sparked 
discontent in the ranks of 
Ukrainian seamen and officials 
say privately that the agree- 
ment between Mr. Kravdiuk 
and Russian Preadent Boris 
Yeltsin feces major hurdles in 
its implementation. 

The port dty of Sevastopol 
has also been plagued te a 
series of murders to top fleet 
offidals induding the director 
of a military factory, Viktor 
Semionov, and the head of the 
press 'service- Andrei Lazebni- 
kov. 



Grachev wants force of 2.1 million 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian Defence Minister Pavel Grachev 
said Wednes^y he want^ the strength of the armed forces to 
be no lower thw 2.1 million men — 6(X),0(X) more than a final 
target app rove d ty tiie old parliament. He told a Moscow 
news crafeience be wo^ ask the newly-elected le^slature to 
shelve a jledaoo ^ the old Supreme Soviet to reduce the size 
of the armed forces Co a maximuffl of one per cent of the 
population — meaning about 1.5 million men. The old 
parliament, subsequently dissolved by President Boris Yeltsin, 
in mid-19^ approved a reduction of milhaiy manpower to 
about 1.5 minion by the year 2000. But Mr. Grachev said at 
die news oonfteence that this dedsion had proved to be flawed 
and ^ optimum levd for the aimed forces was now regarded 
as 2.1 mOfion men. 

China defends new birth law 

BEDING (R) — Qiina Wednesday defended a draft bill, 
wfaicb sparked an international forore when it was origmally 
aimtouim by the oflidal Xinhua News Agenty as eugenics 
law defigned to stop “inferior” bix^. Desmbhig die le^la- 
tion as a “draft natal and health care law,” a spokesman for 
the MBnistry .of I^bfic Health said: “The essence of China's 
btoter ttirto policy is totally different from the racist ’eugenics’ 
policy poraiM by A^lf Ifider during (German’s) Third 
Reia.” The purpose of Oiina's new law is “to give itiith to 
healffiy future generations. The essential content is heahh care 
for mcither and^ld,” &aid the spokesman, qQOted by JQnhua. 
The news .agency earlier this month said the “draft law on 
ragenics and b^th protection” called for abortions and 
sttoilisations “to avoid new Inrths of inferior quality and 
hei^ten the sandards of the whole population.” On Wednes- 
day, the spokesman disavowed Ac language, saying: 'The 
official En^ish translation of the new natal and health care law 
will not be finalised until the law is promulgated.” But the 
draft law would require certain couples to postpone marriage 
or take long-term contraceptive measures after marriage, toe 
^kesman said. 

Californians moving out 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — California’s population growtii 
was slower than the nation as a whole last yrar after more tiian 
•two decades of setting the pace, the census bureau said. With 
the state’s aerospace industry bard bit by a -cut in defence 
mmfing with the end of the cold war, many Caiifomians have 
decided to leave, heading to Washin^n, Oregon and 
Arizona, said Peter Morrison, a demographer with the Rand 
Corporation think tank in Santa Monica, California. “There 
are no longer rumours floating around elsewhere in the United 
Statto that you can come to Califoniia and get a good job,” 
said Mr. Morrison. About 95 per cent of those who move to 
California are immigrants ftom developing uations looking for 
work, and many are young people who will ^ve California a 
solid workforce for future growth, said Mr. Morrison. 
“They're more Hke unemployed college graduates than 
economic refugees,” said Mr. Morrison. 
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TEMPLE OF HEAVEN: Some of the 30,000 victors attendhig 
the inauguradon oC the Tian Tan (Tonple Of Heaven) Buddha 
gather at fte Di Tan (Temple on Earth) to watch the ceremony 
Wednesday. The Buddha, made of bronze and measnriiig 26.4 
metres in be^t, is the wmiiTs largest outdoor seated Buddha 
and took ten years to bidld (AFP photo) 


Taiwan rebuffs China 
over 4th round of talks 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan, in a 
rebuff to China^ said Weebes- 
day it was in no fanny to return 
to die negoti atin g table with 
Beijing over an unprecedented* 
spate of hijackiiigs. 

“Our two sides just held five 
days of talks in -Taipd, and 
there is no sign tiiat diey (Cl^ 
na) are ready to. diange ffieir 
po^ons. Thim is no need to 
us to hurry to hold the fou^ 
nnind of talks," said 'Veh 
Chin-Fong, vice diaiiwbman 
of the cabinet-level Mainland 
Affairs Cotmdl (MAC). 

She was a day after 

the lOdi ttijaiddng of a Chinese 
plane to Taiwan this year and 
the tinrd in as many weeks. 
^r-KaOTCoohg-IJtiiiValsd’tfViee 


chaiimao of the MAC, stud the 
matter would be takra up tty 
the semi-official Straits &- 
change Foundation (SEF]^ 
whidi' repre^ts the Taipei 
It in the talks with 


On Tuesday, the day of tiie 
latest .hijadung, Beijing’s 
equivalent to SEF, the Asso- 
datioD to Relations Across 
• the- Taiwan Strait (ARATS), 
reqnested by letter a fourth 
round of talks on hijaddngs 
and other issues. 

4 In a second letter Wednes- 
day ARATS Vice Chairman 
Tang Shobei invited SEF Vice 
Chairman Chiao Jen-Ho to 
. .meet lam to talks in Beijing in 


Bhutto 


arrives in 
N. Korea 

TOKYO (Agencies) — Pakis- 
tan Prime Nfinister Benazir 
Bhutto anfved iu North Ktra 
Wednesday and was welcomed 
by more 1(X),000 people 
along her route from tiie air- 
port into Pyongy^, official 
NortiLKorean media rqmrted. 

Baoneis at the abport proo- 
laimed: *‘Long live the 
Mentbhip and solidarity be- 
tween the peoples of Korea 
and Paldston,” said the Korean 
Central News Agency, moni- 
tored in Tokyo. 

Ms. Bhutto, arriving from 
China, was greeted at tiie air- 
port by Premier Itoig Song 
San, it added. 

Nortii Korea’s isolated Qm- 
munist goveniinent r^ulariy 
organises massive welcomes 
toleaders of nations it cona^ 
ers friendly. 

The nnclear programmes of 
both North Korea and Pakis- 
tan have stirred worries 
abroad. The United States has 
cut off aid to Fakiston, whidi is 
considered capable of buildfaig 
nudear weapons. It carrentiy 
is. negotiating with North 
Korea over that nation's refris- 
al to accept full international 
of its nudear feefli- 
ties.. . g 

In Beijing earlier, Ms. Bhut- 
to condemned U.S. sanctions 
on Beijing and Islamabad to 
alleged transfers sensitive 
misale technology as based on 
“erroneous information.” 

On'tiie last day of a three- 
day visit xo China, Ms. Bhutto- 
told reporters the United 
States should lift the economic 
smictitois imposed in August 
to China’s alleged sde of M- 
11 mtesfle tedmology to Pakis- 
ton in violation of tiie missfle 
technology control regime 
(MTCR). 

“China and Paldstsm have 
not vudated the parameters of 
the MTCR agreement.. .and 
we regret the inmosition of 
sanctions,” she said. “We hope 
the Unit^ States will review 
its stand on tto issue whidi has 
been based cm erroneous fovi 
fbnnati&n.” 


Bombs kill 5 in New York state 


buffalo. New York (R) — 
A man harbouring a grudge 
aga^ a western New York 
ftunily sent them six parcel 
bomte, killing five people late 
Tuesday, polire said. 

Four of the bombs went off 
while two were defused by 
authorities, one as it sat in the 
deliveiy van at the driver's 
home.' 

Police, who said the bomber 
“knew what he was doing,” 
released a composite drawing, 
tiiowing a man in his 50s with a 
moustache and glasses. They 
said the drawing was based on 
descriptions from people who 
had picked up the parages. 

Tte reason for the attacks 
was not known, but they said 
all the intended victims were 
members of the Buffelo-afea 
Fowler family. 

“We feel at this stage of the 
game it's somebody who has 
some ]Lype of vendetta or 


vengeance a^nst the famil]^," 
said New York State Polto 
Superintendent Thomas Con- 
stantine. 

A state police spokesman 
said that terrorist and political 
motives have been ruled out in 
the bombing campaign. 

The rash of bombings 
brought in investigators from 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac- 
co and Firearms and the Feder- 
al Bureau of Investigation as 
well as state and local police. 

Police said the bombs were 
located in toolboxes packed in 
cardbosud boxes measuring 12 
by 12 by 18 inches (30 by 30 by 
45 cms). 

The packages, most of which 
were delivei^ by private de- 
livery services, contained a re- 
turn address of the Liberty 
Iron and Meta^ Company of 
Erie, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Constantine said most 
of those killed were frxim the 


Fowler feqiily. 

Eleanor Fowler died at her 
home in West Valley, 40 miles 
(65 Ion) south of Buffalo. Mr. 
Constantine said that her son 
Jonathan was also telieved kil- 
led in the blast but was later . 
accounted for. The explosion 
started a fire that destroyed the 
house. 

Her husband Robert and 
another man died from a simi- 
lar. bomb at Armoured Motor 
Services of America Co. in 
Cheektowaga, just east of Buf- 
falo. Mr. Constantine said that 
Fowler was a pan owner in the 
company. Another unidenti- 
fied person was critically 
wounded. 

In Rochester, a bomb 
apparently intended for 
Eleanor Fowler's daughter 
Pamela went off in her apart- 
ment kitchen. She and her 
boyfriend were killed. 


Cat inherits 
$500,000 estate 

SEATTLE (R) — Tinker, an 
11-year-old Tarkisli >^ora 
cat, will live the rest of its days 
in feline Inxniy after inheriting 
an estate valued at about 
S^,000. Anna Morgan of 
Seattle, who died on May ^ at 
age 75, said in the will written 
tiiortly' before her death that 
her goti was “primaiily to pro- 
vide for the care and welfare of 
my cat 'linker, who is iny best 
friend and companion.” Ms. 
Moi^, a retirra d^^artment 
store clerk who never married, 
made no provision to her only 
immediate human survivor, a 
aster, Attom^ Charles 
Lonergan, who prepared ite 
will. Under terms of the will, 
iJfe. Morgan’s apartment is 
being maintained to use of tiie 
cat at a monthly rent of S385. 
In addition, a caretaker has 
been hfeed at a salary of $10 a 
^y to live in the apartment 
and feed and groom the cat 
The will also provides to 'link- 
er’s medical bills and to a 
monthly visit by the long- 
hair^ wftite .cat to a profes- 
sional groomer. After tinker's 
death, the will provides to the 
anim^'s burial in a pet cemet- 
ery, with tihe residual value of 
ffie estate to be given to die 
American Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals 
and two local diarities. 

Seles falls for 
man who tackled 
assailant 

FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP) — A (jerman newspaper 
has rqxnted that Monica Seles 
is developing .a relationship 
with the man who helped tack- 
le her assailant when the tennis 
star was stabbed on court in 
April. Bild Zeiting, Germany's 
largest selling newqraper, aid 
that 26-year-old studrat Car- 
sten k^essa and Seles “are 
.writing romantic letters (or 
fexes) to eadi other.” Bild also 
the two have held 
severe secret rendez-voos- to 
New York. “And at 'Christ- 
mas,” the newsqza^r added, 
“he sent her a ring..^ this 
love?” Malessa jumpra on the 
bade of Guenier Parcbe after 
Seles, was stabbed in the- back-. 
„,<forig&.a ehaMcover 
tpuro^ent m^ambbaT^oA 
A^ 30. Malessa, who later 


Zhirinovsky barred from Bulgaria, Germany 


SOFIA (AFP) — Russian 
ultra-nationalist leader Vladi- 
mir Zhirinovsky became an in- 
ternational panah Wednesday, 
after being ordered to leave 
Bulgaria and ah entry 
visa from Germany refused. 

In AustraJia. Jewish groups 
outraged by the far-right 
Libert Democratic leader's 
stance on anti-semitism have 
also called for him to be denied 
entty after learning he planned 
a visit. 

At 1130 GMT Wednesday 
he was still blocked at Sofia 
Airport by fog. but intended to 
fly directly t^ck to Russia at 
the end of a tumultuous five- 
day European- tour. 

The outspoken politician 
was given 24 hours to leave 
Tuesday for “insulting” Presi- 
dent 2helio Zheley and 'in- 
admissible interferente in the 
domestic affairs of a sovereign 
state." which the Interior 
Ministry said “could compli- 
cate relations between Bul^r- 
ia and its neighbours.” 

In response Mr. Zhirinovsky 
announced his intention to give 
a press conference “before 
hundreds of European journal- 
ists” in Berlin the following 
day. 

But in Bonn Wednesday, a 
German Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Foreign Minis- 
ter Klaus Kinkel had instructed 
the German embassy in Sofia 
not to grant him a visa on the 
grounds that the visit could be 
“damaging” for the country’s 
interests. 

Mr. Zftirinovsky had applied 
for a visa valid for 18 dap for 


himself and the seven people 
accompanying him. 

On Tuesday the ' German 
opposition Social Democratic 
Party appealed to the govern- 
ment not to grant him a visa 
because in so doing it would be 
“guilty of bringing into curren- 
cy internationu right-wing ex- 
tremism." 

Speaking at Sofia Airport 
Wednesday morning, one of 
Mr. Zhirinovsky's closest 
aides. Valentin Minakov, told 
AFP that his leader was taking 
his expulsion “calmly.” 

The Bulgarian authorities 
apparently took exception -to 
him suggesting that Mr. Zheiev 
step dowp and hand over to a 
Zhirinovsky aide. Bulgarian- 
born -Svetoslav Stoilov, in an 
interview with the Bulgarian 
•News A^ncy (BTA), whidi 
Mr. Zhinnovsky later denied.- 

Other inflammatory remarks 
induded saying Romania was 
“an artifidal state” made up of 
“Italian gypsies” and warning 
that Turkey was out to con- 
.quer Bulgaria and the Cau- 
casus. 

The ultra-nationalist leader, 
whose Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty made a strong showing in 
Russian elections on Dec. 12. 
stands for the reannexation of 
former Soviet republics and 
campaigned on a strongly anti- 
Semitic platform. 

When Mr. Zhirinovsky vi- 
sited Germany briefly before 
Christmas, be dropped out of 
giving an interview with the 
television station RTL in Col- 
ogne after a wave of protests 
and travelled to Munich to 


meet Gerhard Frey. leader of 
the far-right German People's 
Union. 

In Sydney, the Zionist Fed- 
eration of Australia has called 
for the government to ban . Mr. 
Zhirinovsky - after Jearning he 
took a visitor's risa application 
form from the Australian 
embassy in Moscow on Dec. 
23. It is believed he wants to 
visit his niece, who lives iri*1 
Sydney. 

In Moscow the Russian lead- 
ership remained silent on the 
expulsion from Bulgaria whidi 
ended a week-long tour that 
the Kremlin increasingly 
appeared at pains to ignore. 

The press service of the Rus- 
sian Foreign Nfinistry said it 
bad not issued a protest over 
the expulsion. 

The Kremlin press office 
said it had “no comment” on 
what was effectively Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky's first visit abroad 
tince tus eleaion to the new 
pariiament. 

Meanwhile, the authorita- 
tive newspaper Izvestia com- 
mented that President Boris 
Yeltsin should speak out 
against Mr. Zhirinovsky, re- 
porting.thac the Kremlin was at 
pains' to dedde if it should 
“stoop to Zhirinovsky's level” 
Ity engaging in a war of words. 

In its rating of the 100 most 
popular poliudans in Russia 
published Wednesday, the re- 
S|teCKd -newspaper Nezavissi- 
maya Gazeta granted Mr. 
Zhirinovsky second place be- 
hind Boris Yeltan. confirming 
his climb from political outcasr 
to near super-star status. 


testified at Parcbe’s trial, had 
beea-faired as a te4>er during, 
the tonrnaihent. But the bud- 
ding romance, BiJd said, has 
made Carste-n unhappy. “A 
■proper love relationship js 
barety posable. Mooi is amply 
too far away,” Bild quoted 
him as saying. 

Russian skater 
caught wSth his 
trousers down 

MOSCOW (R) — IHgore ska- 
ter Va£m Naumov duced his 
way into the comedy.-shows 
Tuesday when he lost b& trous- 
ers in an exibstion performance 
on the final day of the Russian 
Figure Skating Cbampionsbips 
in Sl PeteiaMirg. Naamov, 
triio took tiurd place in the 
championship with pairs part- 
ner Eveenia Shishkova, com- 
pleted ^ routine with his 
black trousers round his knees. 
His underpants, on disjtiay to a 
delighted aurfience, were red 
satin, with large black polka 
dots. 

2 new suits 
filed against 
Michael Jackson 

LOS -ANGELES (R) — Fop 
supeiistar Michael Jackson, 
embroiled in sex molestoticm 
and drug addiction scandals, 
was sued Tuesday to S20 mil , 
lion over the «>ncellaTion of his 
world concert tonr. Jackson, 
who cancelled his Dangerous 
tour ill November after 
announcing he was a dd icted to 
painkfliing drugs, has been ac> 
cused of molesting a 13-year- 
old bcty. He was sued in Super- 
ior Court by Mama Concerts 
Rau Gmbh, the tour’s promo- 
ters. The singer, who is known 
for contributing millions of 
dollats to difld^’s charities, 
has also been sued by the 
Children’s Peace Foundation, 
it was learned Tuesday. The 
foundation, in a sui^ filed on 
Dec. 13 in Superior Court, 
cZaimed Jackson had 
in a “pervasive pattern of 
fraud” in his business 
an^d {Hodnet representation. 
The suits added to the woes of 
the 35-year-oW ^pcistar who, 
m addition to being sued by the 
p-year-old in dvil court, ^ 
ra^ a suit by five former 
bodyguards who claim they 
were fired because they knew 
too much about his “nighttime 
wsitt with boys." Howard 
weitzman, one of Jackson’s 
attorneys, said he could not 
commit on the new aiits be- 
«use he had not seen fliem. “I 
Mve no idea what the allcga- 
are. I thiiifc I shOTW 
antfl I see 

them, be said. 
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Small boats 
weather 
storm 
to lead 
Hobart 

SYDNEY (R) — Id amazing 
displays of seamanship , some of 
the smallest yachts in the 
Sydney-to-Hobart Race were 
leading the Fleet Wednescky 
after pounding seas and gals 
forced almost two-thirds of the 
lOS boats to retire. 

The 14.3-metre (47-fbot) 
Ninety Seven emerged a dear 
lace leader among foe remain- 
ing 38 boats late in foe day and 
was expected to finish the 630- 
mile race late Thnrsday morn- 
ing. 

If foe slo^ crosses the line 
first, she will be foe smallest 
yacht in foe race's 49-year his- 
tory to take line honours, race 
ofndals said. 

In second place 14 miles 
astern was foe 12.2-metre (40- 
foot) yacht Cuckoo’s Nest, 
skippered by Australia’s win- 
ning America's Cup tactidan 
Hngh Trehane. 

Wild Thing* was third, fol- 
lowed by Hartz Mineral Wa- 
ters and Sword of Orion. 

“Eveiyone said fois would 
be a race for the big boats 
because of the heavy seas and 
strong winds, but foe smaller 
boats have proved foe pundits 
wrong,” a race offidd said. 

‘^is has been a remarkable 
performance by Ninety Seven 
and an even more amazing 
achievement by Cuckoo’s 
NeA. It's virtnally unheard of 
for a yacht that size to be 
wher e it is. 

Eariier in the day. race offi- 
cials were confused about 
vfoich boat was leading when 
pocket maxi Bobsled radioed 
her position as sixth. Organis- 
ers expected her to be first 
a^r race leader Brindabella 
retired overnight. 

But foe latest offidal race 
report placed Bobsled, steered 
1^ French America’s Ciip skip- 
pi^ Yves Pajot, eighth. 

Late on Tuesday night, race 
favourite Brindalmlla, which 
had lead from foe start, was 
forced to retire with structural 
bow damage and sheltered in 
the lee of FHnders Island. 

.Owner Geprge< Snow.-said 
foe 22.9 metre (75-foot) yacht 
had hit a submerged object 
left a go uge i n the bow. 

“At foe end of the day, the 
sea is a tough taskmaster,” 
Snow said. “There was a 
strong southerly sea a^nst a 
norhern pattern — you just foil 
off the back of foe waves. 

"Tt's boat-breaking water 
and the hardest sea to sril 
against. It's the toughest race 
I've done.” 

The savage conditions sank 
two boats and swept one skip- 
per overbo^. He survived for 
six hours in foe wild seas be- 
fore being rescued. In 1984 bad 
weather led to a crew mem- 
ber's death when he was 
washed overboard and 104 
boats retired from foe fleet of 
150. 



TEST JUMP: A view throng iddes a ski year’s Four Jump tonr starting Tbnrsday (AFP 
junqicr perfonnh^ Us first trainii^ jump in -photo) 

Obtfstdorf, Gaminy, in preparation for this 


Mud halts race to African desert 


PARIS (AFP) — Bad weather 
brought the Paris-Dakar Rally 
to a hai, ?n only its second day 
with competitors getting bog- 
ged down in mud. 

None of the motorcycles 
started the 8.5km second spe- 
cial stage at Viiienave D'Or- 
nonnear Bordeaux Wednes- 
day. The car race was stopped 
after 38 of foe 95 cars had 
made an attempt on a stor- 
tened 4.Skm course. 

Torrential rain over foe past 
10 days turned the course into 
axle deep mud. Flooded lakes 
on the route had also spilled 
over on to foe tracks. “It was 


like driving in a quagmire," 
said German Mitsubishi driver 
Erwin Weber. 

Most of foe cars have been 
prepared for the North African 
desert and most drivers com- 
plained that humidity inside 
their cars was the worst prob- 
lem. Windows got Steamed up 
so none could see where they 
were driving. 

Of the cars to finish, Frenh- 
man Claude Arnoux, in a bug- ' 
gy that be desgned, was fastest 
in seven minutes 42sec. 

Bruno Saby, who led after 
the first stage, was first onto 
foe muddy roads in his Mitsu- 


bishi and could only manage 
ei^fo fastest. 

Organisrs planned to award 
a time to all the competitors 
who did not start which would 
be used for the overall rank- 
ings. 

The rally headed for Grena- 
da in Spain where two spedal 
stages will be held Thursday. 

Frendiman Pierre Lartigue, 
second in the stage, took the 
overall lead from Saby. 

The organisers decided to 
award all cars finishing after 
20tbtbe same time of 13 mi- 
nutes 12sec wbidi would be 
used for the overall standings. 


Giilko, Anand head chess tournament 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Amer- 
ican grandmaster Boris Gulko 
squeezed into joint first place 
in foe Profesrional Qiess Asso- 
ciation fPCA) tournament in 
Groningen nlien he beat 20* 
year-old Russian Sergei 
TWiakov in Tuesday’s liinfo 
round. 

Tlie American shares the 
lead in the 230,000 competition 
with Indian's Viswanathan 
Anand, the world number 
foree. 

Anand, 24, unleashed the 
feared l^ov attack on foe 
Caro-Kann defence against 
Michael Adams of Britain, but 
despite his attacking prowess 
mana^ only'% draw. 

Tlte 46-year-old Gulko, 


playing the black pieces agidnst 
Tiviakov, chose a Sicilian de- 
fence and after a poritional 
struggle found himself with the 
advantage of a bishop against 
three pawns in a complex en- 
dgame. 

The Russian's king was out- 
manoeuvred and he resigned 
on move 61. 

Eighteen-year-old Russian 
star Vladimir Kramnik beat 
Grigory Kaidanov of the Un- 
ited States to stay in joint third 
place, half a point behind the 
leaders. 

American Gata Kamskjr, 
also 18, is level with Kramnik 
after beating Evgeny Bareev of 
.Ru^a, 

•The* (jroningen Tourua* 


meat, played to find a challen- 
ger for the unofficial PCA 
world chess champion Garry 
Kasparov, allowes seven play- 
ers to qualify for foe next stage 
of foe championship. 

Anand, behind only Ka^;^- 
ov and offidal world champion 
Anatoly Karpov in the world 
rankings, remains a favourite 
for the- 40,000 first prize. 

The PCA qualifying tourna- 
ment features 54 of the world's 
best grandmasters in an eleven 
round tournament which con- 
dudes on Dec. 30. The fii^ 
seven in Groningen will qualify 
for the final stages of. the un- 
^;3tcUl^BC:A ^orld..Cham- 
pionship (^e. 


Trinkl pips Girardelli in downhill skiing 


BORMIO, Italy (AFP) — 
Hannes Trinkl of Austria pro* 
duced his second shock Alpine 
World Cup win in a week at 
foe Bormio men's downhill 
Wednesday. 

Without'a victory before this 
season, the 25-year-old won 
foe Italian, dov^ill in Imin 
SS.76sec for his new upset. 
Five-time World Cup winner 
Marc Girardelli or Luxem- 
bourg was second 0.28sec be- 
hind. Tommy Moe of America 
cldmed his second third place 
of foe season in Imin 56.^sec. 

At Lech Am Arlbeig, Au- 
stria last week, Trinkle won a 
super giant slalom radng from 
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APPEARANCES ARE DECEPTIVE 


Bodi vulnerable. North deab. 
NORTH 

* AS 
9 J75 

0 AE74 
*8662 

WEST EAST 

*8642 *7 

7KQ10 6 9A84S2 

0 Q 10 6 OJ 862 

*KJ *Q109 

SOUTH 

* K Q J 10 9 6 
79 

093 
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Tbe biddiiiff 

iCsnh East Sooth West 

1 0 Paaa 1 * Pass 

1 NT Paaa • 4 * Paaa 

Pass Pass 

Opening King of 7 

Poesesrion of a long, atrong 

tzumpBuitconveySaBeneeofinrin- 

•obilify on many bridge players. But 
Btrange banien at the table 
andi if you get your priorities in the 
wioiig order, even the most iiupt^- 
neble hddii^ can be ground to dust. 
XBStlm <il» nfan nnwiinw 


bid -facing a partaer who 
S d u ti i knew exactly where tbe band 
sbould be played once North had 


shown a balanced nunifiuim open- 
ing bid. Hie final contract was 
reached ria the moet direct route. 

West led the king of beaxte and. in 
response to an micouragiiig ei^t 
from Ebat, continued with a knr 
heart to ace, declarer ruffing. 
When East discarded a heart cm the 
eecemd round of tnmqw, dedarer 
abandoned that suit and started on- 
Matring the ace and continu- 
'ing with a diib. West won and forced 
dadarer with the queen of hearts. 
Sooth bad no option now except to 
draw the last two tzun^ before ex- 
iting with a chib, setting tqi a long 
card in that suit, but the defiendeia 
were abk to cash a heart for down 
one. 

The 4-1 trump q>Iit was a little 
unlucky, bat the dtoade could have 
been avoided had South been pre- 
pared for tbe probtem. To praitect 
against rqieatied forces, derlar er 
must set 19 the tide suit before 
drawing tiniiq». After ruffing the' 
first heart, dedarer diould immedi- 
ately play the ace and another dob. 

Soi^ can ruff the heart return end 
force out the last chib. The defend- 
isrs are halpleaa— another heart lead 
niSl be ruffed on the table. No mat- 
ter what the defense does dedarer 
has the rest of the tricks. 


Slst start position. 

This time he was second 
down foe slope and everyone.' 
knew his was the time to beat. 

Trinkl is now a strong but 
surprising contender for a 
place in foe four man Austrian 
team to go to the Lillehammer 
Winter Olympics in Febnuuy. 
Before his victory in Lech, 
Trinkl had only two third 
places Iasi season to his credit. 

Only Gunther Mader in foe 
rest of the team can match his 
two World Cup victories this 
season. Mader finished 
seventh to take first place in 
the overall rankings from Nor- 
way's Kjetil-Andre Aamodt. 
Mader is now six points ahead 
of Aamodt on 485. 


Another Austrian star, Pat- 
rick Ortlieb, who won foe Val 
Gardena downhill and had 
started as one of Wednesday’s 
favourites, was 0.74sec off 
Trinl's time and finished fiffo. 

Girardelli, returning to foe 
piste where he decided in 19^ 
to race for Luxmbouig instead 
of Austria, looked as though 
he might challenge Trinkl. 

The 30-year-old World Cup 
champion, who has yet to win a 
race this season, was twice 
second fastest in trmning. He 
was 0.30sec off foe pace at tbe 
first time check and just 
O.I2sec behind at the final time 
gate. Though be could not 
keep up the pace, Girardelli 
still got his best petition 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHAINA 

Three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting room, iuxurious fumi- 
hjre, in a modem and new building, with telephone and 
independent centra headng. suitable for a dipjomat. 
ie Mercedes 300 S.L model 1966, duty unpaid for sale 

Cali tel.: 820259, 826493 



Chelsea's dismal run ends 
with shock win over Newcastle 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Mark Stein g^ Chelsea foe 
one pre^nt they badly wanted 
for Christinas when his lltb- 
minute goal brought them a 
shock 1-0 victory over in-form 
Newcastle in foe English Pre- 
mier Leag;ue. 

Stein’s goal gave Chelsea 
tiieir first win in 12 league 
matdies since Sept 25 and 
brought to an end one of foe 
worst runs in tiieir recent his- 
tory which bad seen them take 
just two points from a posable 
33 and slip from sixth to one- 
from-bottom in foe 22-club di- 
vition. The win lifted them to 
19fo place. 

Fifth-placed Newcastle had 
lost only one of foeir pravious 
nine matdies and failed to 
score for the first time since the 
opening day of foe season 
when they lost 1-0 to Tot- 
tenham. 

Tottenham’s season has had 
more downs than ups since 
then but Spurs brightened foeir 
Christmas holiday vrifo a 3-1 
win over West Ham who de- 
lighted the home fans after 
only 11 minutes when Matt 
Holmes scored. 

But Spurs recovered with 
goals from Jason Do^ll, 
Micky Hazard and Darren 
An^rton for only their second 
win in 13 league starts. 

- The two other Premier 
Keague matdies jtiayed Tues- 
day bofo ended in draws. 

Liverpool drew for foe fifth 
successive match when they 
were held 1-1 at Anfield 
their bogey team Wimbledon, 


while in an early relegation 
battle Manchester Gty and 
Southampton drew 1-1 at 
Maine Road. 

The match between Coven- 
try and Ipswich was postponed 
because of snow. 

Oelsea's victory followed 
foeir disnal 3-1 defeat at fel- 
low stniggiers Southampton 
Monday when Stein scored his 
fiist gc^ for tbe dub since his 
1.5 million pounds (2.26 mil- 
lion) move from stock in Octo- 
ber. 

After CDielsea's poqrshow at 
Southampton managm Glenn 
Hoddiemade three dianges, 
bringing in Erlarid Johnsen, 
Andy Dow an^ Neil Shipper- 
ley for Garedi Hall, Jakob 
Kjeldbjerg and David Hopkin. 

The move seemed to work 
— even> though Newcastle 
dominated for long periods 
and Andy Cole was only an 
inch away from hi$ 26fo gc^ of 
foe season late .in foe game. 

. Chelsea's London rivals Tot- 
‘tenham have alw strug^ed fois 
season, especially following in- 
juries to s^er Teddy Shering- 
ham and captain Gary Mab- 
butt. 

But, orchestrated by 33- 
year-old midfielder haz^ in 
his second sp^ at Spi^, they 
played some enteiprising soc- 
cer against West Ham and rec- 
over^ well from Monday's 3-1 
borne defeat by Noiwidi. 

Hazard's artistpr, accurate 
passing and appetite wrendied 
the match from West Ham’s 
grasp and Tottenham could 
have won by an even more 


cooNindng score if substitute 
Sol CampbeO Jiad not tapped 
his foot wBe^from eight metres 
out near the end. 

LivqF^i’s recent poor run 
continued against Wimbledon, 
ufoo knocked them out of the 
League Cap on penalties on 
;Dcc. 14. 

John Fashanu’s first goal 
since he scored gainst cham- 
pions Manchester United on 
Nov. 22, wiped out teammate 
John Scales’s own goal after 27 
minutes which had given foe 
Anfield side foe lead. 

Liverpool made a last ditch 
attempt to steal the points but 
could find no way through, 
mainly thanks to some fine 
work by Dutch goalkeeper 
Hans Segers.- 

The V^bledon goalkeeper 
made flying saves to deny Fow- 
ler twice and maintained man- 
ager Joe Kbinear’s record of 
never losing to once-might 
Liverpool in seven matches as 
Wimble^n manager. 

Tuesday’s matches had no 
bearing on foe top of tbe table 
where Mandiester United are 
13 points clear of foeir nearest 
diaflengers Leeds. 

Meanwhile, Everton's play- 
ers and fens want a decision on 
the En^fo premieiship club's 
takeover tussle before their 
season turns into a relegation 
battle. 

The supporters demons- 
trated their anger with jeers at 
foe directors' box following 
Monday night’s 2-^ home de- 
feat by Sheffield Wednesday 
and the players have joined the 


bandwagon. 

Winger Peter Bea^e sad 
foe players were finding it in- 
creasinly difficult to ignore the 
speculation. 

“We want it resolved as soon 
as postible,” he said. “Were 
all under contract to the club 
and we all give it 1(X) per cent, 
but foe sooner fois is resolved 
the better for us.” 

Caretaker boss Jimmy Gab- 
riel has not seen Eveiton score 
a goal since manager Howard 
Kendall resigned on Dec. 4. 

But foe managerial situation 
seems unlikely to be resolved 
.until foe board decides who is 
toi take over the club and 
inject foe cash Everton so de- 
sperately need to buy new 
players. 

Striker Tony Cone said: 
“We need a manager as soon 
as possible. "We’re like a ship 
in the Atlantic floating without 
a captain. If Jimmy Gabriel is 
to .have the job for a few 
weeks, he should be told.” 

However, the Goodison 
board have decided they re- 
quire further clarification of 
foe rival offers from showbusi- 
ness impressario Bill Ken- 
wright's ronsortium and Tran- 
mere chairman Peter Johnson 
before they make an 
announcement. 

Kenwxight said: “There are 
a few more facts the board 
need to know andthey’re going 
to' find out those facts and 
consider them further. 

“There are questions to be 
sorted out, but I want to get 
started and it will be me. 


FOR RENT IN SHMEISANl . 

Fully furnished ground fkx>r apartment,.Centraliy heated, with 
weU-kept lawn, covered garden, of one/two bedrooms and 
accessories. Clean, cozy and quiet. Telephone is included. 

Please call Sami at 665804 all day. Long and short 
term rents are accepted. 


FOR RENT 


A luxuriously furnished house, consisting of 3 
bedrooms, dining room and a small dining 
room, living room with a store-room, 3 spa- 
cious salons, 3 bathrooms. Fully furnished 
and having electric appliances. With separate 
central heating and telephone. 

Lo cation: S hmeisani. 

Call Tel.: 614606 (morning Telj: 649200 (afteHibon)^ 


M Dalai EstabUshment 

Offers foe largest and widest assortment of perfumes 
and embroidery. 

There is no need to look for the best and most 
competitive prices in Jordan. 

Our address: Al Dalai Eslablishment, 
Forte Grand Hotel 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT— 

One bedroom, one dining and sitting room, complete 
kitchen and bathroom, with central heating, colour T.V. 
separate telephone and washing machine. Near 
AFIAMEX. 

For further d^ils,. please call tel. 680131 




For STOP For 

Rent Rent 

Luxurious furnished apartment 
(BRAND NEW) 

Location; Fifth Circle. 

Rrst Floor, with a private garage* Fully furnished 
(brand new) *Three bedrooms* All carpeted* 
Three bathrooms* Two living rooms* one sitting 
room* Central heating * Three entrances, 
glassed-in varanda * With a telephone as well. 

"Price is negotiable" 

For more information please call: 
669484* 678617* 824328 


SOUNDS 9 SIGHTS 

of happiness 

Hear them & see them! 

Wear your birthstone fronr 

AJANl 




^ JEWOURS 

Amra Hotel - Amman. 


David Roberts / W.H. Bartlett 

Exhibition and sale of 19th century 
origiiial lithographs of the Holy Land, 
Jordan, Petra, l4ebanon, and Egypt. 

Also Unique views of New York, 
Albany, Boston, and St. Petersburg. 

Marriott Hotel - Thursday 
December 30 at 11:00 a.m. 



The Jordanian Economic and Social Organisation 
For Retired Servicemen announces its decision to 
buy 450 dairy heifers Friesian or Holstein Friesian. 
German origin only. 

Those interested in bidding for this tender should 
contact the organisation at its premises in Al 
Mouqabaleen/Amman. 

Copy of the tender JD200 non-refundable and by 
sealed envelope. 

The deadline for opening tenders is 10 hrs, 
Saturday 8/1/94. 

For more information, please contact tel. 
792125-792151-792152. 

Head of Tenders Committee. 



31-12-94 
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CONCORD ‘1* 

SOMMERSBY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30 

CONCORD *2* 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 4:45, 6:30 

Hi America Flay, 8:30 


Gncma 


Td.: 699238 


Ahmad Zaki and Mahmoud Hamideh 

ALBASHA 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15.5:00. 6:30.8:30. 10:30 

daily at 11:00 a.m. 

HOME ALONE 


CuieiiM 


Td.; 634144 


Demy Moore ... in 
THEBUKHER’SmFE 

Straws; 11-30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. Hk30 

Special shew for children on 
Thu.. Fri.. ^L. Sun. at 11:00 am. 

NINJA DRAGONS 


67SS71 

HM Al HMidal T l ii aft e 


presents a play entitled: 

ALIlm Huron 

A popular polltica) cornedy 
Actors: Abeer issd, Daoud Jalajel. Has- 
san Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 6:15 
Ticketa are sold all day 


Nabii ;& HisFiarffs 

AHtAM TWBA-ntB 


The politicat comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT/ 


^ Daily 8:36 pjn. 

The theatre ctosea Saturda/ 
and Sunday. / 
^ ^ErtgUsh ^ysopsfs avaOabfe '' 
The Theatre win be dosed fhmi'lJec. 

unto further notice. 
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NEWS iw BRIEF | Isracl continues to grab W. Bank land 


Qatari Official thanks Saddam foNiospItallty 

— The Qatari army's dqiuty chief-of- 
^af:. Sheikh Mohamad Ben FiAd Mottemoiad A1 
has thanked President Saddam Huss^Iot the 


.... j - — — uiv \/auui rwi«KU 

»vL;njstry dcscnbed a week later as a “private viat”- But' 
inicjmed sources in the region said the Foreign Minist^s 
sjiisnxnt Mowed strong protests by Kuwait, which Ba^. 
dss s forces occupied for seiwn months before Mng ousted by • 
a U.S.-led coalition in February 1991. Kuwait had threatened 
^^£oycott Qatar during the 14th. Gulf Oxjperation Council 
summit last week in Riyadh. 5Shench Mohammad, a 
iT.&7:ber of Qatar's ruling family, said in his message to 
Pr>'j:sident Saddam that he thouAt of Iraq as his “second 
iicrr.s,” INA said. 

Ltridmine kills Turkish troops 

.4?%-£vARA (R) — Twelve Turkish gendarme commandos 
£7e killed when their vehicle struck a landndne believed to 
k-'.e been planted by rebel Kurds in sontheast Turkey,, 
.'^ii'.ttolian news agency reported on Wednesday. It said ^ 
e.'cpioslon occurred on Tuesday night near the idUage of 
hj.a\uz in the southeastern province of Mardin. In a separate 
IccfJent, security sources said gunmen killed a teadier w the 
scuth^lem dty of Diyarbakir on Wednesday. The rdiids . 
sicv^ in the past targetted teachers as part of tb^ campaign 
zzi'.zzt the state-tun education system in the region. 

8!): 9ikh Abdul Rahman has new lawyer 

>3V/ YORK (R) — Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, die cleric 
charged in the alleged bombing conspiracy to Mow im 
Nsv/ York buildings, has diosen a new lawyer to defend mm at 
r.U upooming trial, an aide said Tuesday. The cOQXt-^)poinied 
attorney, Ridiard Jasper, was selected by Shmkh Abdul 
R^:^slnan after a lengdry interview prottss, ss^ Ahmad Sattar, 
an aide and translator for the cferic. One of the sbeflch’s 
former iauTers, hfidiael Warren, a Muslim, will also represent 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman,' Mr. Sattar said. Mr.. Warren bad 
ne^aated Sheikh Abdid Rahman's surrender to immlgntion 
autiioritiss last July. 

Belgian couple found murdered In Algeiki 

ALGIERS (AFP) — An Algerian-Bdpan couple were fmmd 
(Tiurdered Wednesday at their home in Bomra, sondieait of 
die Algerian capital, Algerian security services said. No odicr 
deiails were immediately avmlaUe. Ihe Belgian qranae, 
believed to be the wife, was the 24th foreipier murdered in 
.Algeria since Sept. 21 aiKl die ITrii sinoe an ultimatum by 
MuS'im fcndameotalists waramg foreigners to leave die 
coiiaoy or face death ex|Mted Not. 30. The wave of killings 
c&»e amid a Muslim fiindameiitalist caiiqM^gn laundied after 
a government cramdown on Islamic militanla. 

isrsei suspends tank commander 

T£L AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli army sm^pended on 
V«'ednesday a tank commander «Ao mistakenly c^Mmed fire In 
southern Lebanon killing a Norwegian U.N. oftioer. militaiy 
oiricials said. Northern region commanding ofiSoer Genend 
Yitzhak Mordeebai ordered the man to be suspended during 
an inqu^ into the indict in the occupied zone. A second 
Kerwq^an serving in the United Nations Interior Force Bi. 
Lebanon was wounded in Monday's inddent which led to an 
ccndal pretest by tiie Norwegian govemmenL 

S tdlled In Afghan dashes 

M/iBUL (AFP) Eight peofde were killed and 12 injured in 
^'‘iT.battles between troops loyal to Piinie hfinister GnUmdilu 
i iiouuuakyaf and an Uzbek militia force over the kidnapping of 
£ woman, mtnesses said here Wednesday. The ab dnrt ed 
'T.'?rr: 80 , a government employee, also died when Mr. Hek- 
-:3£r;ar's Heri>-e-Islasni tro^ tried to rescue her, they said. 
Teis inddent on Monday triggered fierce fitting in several 
I*sb:u districts caiznng the casualties. The witnesses ^aid the 
^;oman, inhose name was not tfisdosed, was ahdocled by two 
soldiers belonging to Uzbek General Abdul RaAid Dorinm'a 
Jumbish-e-Miffi. The serfdiers, waited at Karte Nan bus 
station, fordbly abducted her and were pursued by members 
cf Hezb-e-Islami. Both the solcfiers and the woman were 
hfiied, a colleague of the woman said. 

Mlued bisifs Lebanon Monday 

BEIRUT (AP) — Foreign Secretary Doug^ Hurt is 'due to 
ma'fs a four-hour visit to Beirut Jan. 3, Lebanese foreign 
Ivn.ilstry sources said Wednesday. He will become the first 
Britisii fbrei^ secretary to visit Lebanon since its IS-yeardyiJ 
wer erupted in 1975, the sources said. They said Mr. Hurd wfll 
errivs at Beirut aiiport direedy from London at 7 p.m. (17Q0 
Glvi \ ) Monday. He flies back at U p.m. (2100 GMQ, the 
said. Mr. Hurd will hold talks with bis Lebanese 
ccur^isrpart Paris Bouez and oth^ government leaders on the 
Eastr peace oegotiatioiu, the sources said. 

Archbishop Carey cancels Khartoum visit 

LOI\’DON (AFP) — The archbishop of Canterbnny, Geoige 
Cers}', has cancelled a visit to the Sudanese c^tal Khartoum 
but plans to go to the south of the country to show support for 
its Kristian minority, ^ church qx>kesman said here Wednes- 
day. The ruling junta had not allowed the archbishop to visit as 
a guest of the ^urch in Sudan and to have aocep^ die official 
mritaticn of President Omar Hasan A1 Bashir woidd have 
restricted his movements, the ^kesman told the BBC 
Ar^bishop Carey wanted to meet Anglican Bishop Peter 
Eibsrsh, who was flowed in public in July after an Islamic 
court convicted him of adulte^. The sentence was a “partico- 
larlv humiliating act,” Arcfabi^^ Car^ said at the time. He 
was due in the Kenyan <apital Nairobi later on Wednesday, 
planning to go to southern Sudan. 

Floodwaters threaten Normandy capital 

PARIS (R) The Seine River, swollen by floodwaters that 

devastated regions upstream In northern and eastern France, 
is elected to overflow' its banks in the dty of Rouen 
Wednesday, government ofRcUOs said. Anthorities in Rouen, 
caortal of the Normandy region northwest of Paris, said the 
river would rise above its alert level of nine metres (30 feet) 
and water might roach nearby buildings at the end of the week. 
Ucstream in Paris, the river's .level was again rising after 
cattinR off parts of the riverfront expressway at the weekend. 
Visitors cold-shouldered the French capital’s tourist boats, 
which have been forced to cut because only smaller vessels 
could pass safely under bridges, an operation said. 

Troops capture Khmer Rouge bades 

^J'rlNOM PENH (AFP) — Government forces have recap- 
-red maior Khmer Rouge bases in central Cl^bodia and are 
mv advancing on the radical faction’s headquarters for all 
opt-atjons in north and central Cambodia, an internal military 
'repot said Wednesday. Government troops Tuesday overran 
♦he Rjmer Rouge bases at Kraya and Sokream, which were 
I tiken if a government offensive in August but were then lort 
wien iht suerrillas mounted a large-scale counter-attack, the 
rcpvK^d Minister of Defence Tea Banh acknowledged that 
thegoSmment troops had taken Kraya and Sokream, as well 
as two %r Ullages which had also been lost to the Klwer 
Rouge. He^frired. however, to comment on the military 
i-epcrt '5 as^on that government troOf» were dosing in on 
Anfon^VengVar the Thai border in Stem Reap province. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — Palestinian re- 
searobers have accused Israel 
of gr^tring more land in the 
occujned West Bank rince its 
peace accord with the destine 
Liberation Organisation in an 
attempt to establish facts on 
die ground. 

Kfaader Shuqairat, director 
of the Jerusalem-based Land 
and Water Establishment, said 
Israeli authorities in the West 
Bank have declared privately- 
owned Arab land a nature re- 
serve. 

.. **Our reasearchers and legal 
e^rts can hardly cope with 
the voomplaints of land con- 
fiscations or incursioiis by Jew- 
ish setters,” Mr. Shuqairat 
told Reuters. 

“I belim the Isrealis are 


trying to create new facts on 
the ground while die negotia- 
tions go on," he said. 

Israel denied the accusa^ 
tions. 

Mr. Shuqairat said the 
Israeli government and Jewish 
settlers in the occupied terri- 
tories have confiscated about 
5,000 acres of iwd sinoe Israel 
and the PLO signed a Sept. 13 
dedaration of prindples on 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Shuqairat said die dec- 
laration of the nature reserve 
in West Bank land just outside 
Jerusalem was a dassic Israeli 
method for taking land for its 
own uses. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Israeli militaiy government's 
dvil sdministration in the West 


Bank said there were no con- 
fiscation orders issu^ against 
the land. 

“This is a continnation of the 
planning process which started 
in the past, long before the 
declaration of prindples.’' said 
Elise Shizar. 

said the plans do not 
deprive land owners of their 
tide bat require them to coor- 
dinate use with military au- 
thorities. 

Palestinians said Israel in the 
past has used such methods to 
take over Palestinian land 
whidi was eventually used by 
Jewish settlers. 

Palestinian lawyer Ibrahim 
A1 Baighuthi. a legal expert 
son land confiscations, repre- 
sents die landowners from four 
Arab villages north of Jeni- 


salem appealing against the 
military government's decision 
to turn 1,500 acres of their land 
into a national park. 

“Since the confiscation 
orders were made after the 
Sept. 13 (peace accord), it can 
only be dassified as political 
confiscations,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

Hie land belonging to the 
villages of Nabi Simwail, Deit 
Majraa, Bir Nabala and A1 
Jeeb connects the Jewish set- 
tlement of another settlement 
further north called Givat 
Zeec. 

Mr. Bargbouth, said he be- 
lieved die land would be used 
to expand the boundaries of 
Jerusalem to the north to to 
incoipoTate Givat Zeev under 
what is known as the greater 


Jerusalem area plan. 

Since it occupied the West 
Bank in 1967, Israel has dosed 
off or confiscated about 60 per 
cent of the land. 


MDitant protest 

Israeli Likud bloc leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu on Tues- 
day took part in a banned 
demonstration grouping 
dozens of ri^t-wing militants 
near the Palestinian peace de- 
legatison’s East Jerusalem 
he^narters. 

“Here at Orient House the 
building blocks for a future 
Palestinian state, the creation 
of which we oppose, are being 
laid,” Mr. Netanyahu told re- 
porters. 




Gaza Fateh leaders urge 
Arafat to end ‘cronyism’ 


MbbIc^mI bnDdozers at work oo Satmtlay tear- 
feg down an *iUegal*’ vegetaUe market in Ras 
Al *Ain (lUs photo was made avaBaUe to the 


Jordan Thoes by one of the vmdofs who 
Iterated a stal^ in the mariiet) 


Mimicipality dismantles ^illegal’ 
Ras Al ^Ain vegetable market 


By Aymnn Al S^afiadi 
Jotdan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 100 pe^ 
pie Wednesday st^ed a sit-in 
in fremt of parliament building 
to protest die demolition of a 
vegetable market in eastern 
Amman by the Amman Muni- 
cipality on Saturday. 
r-'HltiptP^S^rs.-inost of them 
'yeget^Ie vendors, raised ban-, 
ners demanding that deputies 
correct the injustice tl^ daim 
die miundp^ty inflicted on 
diem by demol^hing the mar- 
ket The daimed 5,000 people 
were deprived of their c^y 
source of mcome ^riien the 
munidpality sent its bulldozers 
to put down the zink-and- 
medd-roofed market Saturday 
morning. 

the deputies feed our 
dnldren,” said one of the pro- 
testers who added diat he and 
bb neariy 140 colleagues were 
ready .to go oo with dieir sit4n 
until they are allowed to return 
to their market, located in Ras 
Al *Ain area oppodte the cen- 
tral v^etable market. 

Market owner Sbebdeh Al 
Shiiweild claims the munidpal- 
ity demolished the market 
without previous wanting but 
Amman Mayor Mamdoidi Al 
Abbadi told die Jordan Times 
the municipality bad twice 
warned Mr. Shuweiki that the 
market bad to be dismanded 
because it was operating with- 
out. a licence and violated 
munidpality regulations. 

Mr. Abt^di rejected claims' 


that the munidpality's action 
deprh^ the ve^table vendors 
of tiidr income saying they can 
go on with their bui^iess at a 
well-organised market bnih by 
the munidpality of^josite the 
central vegetable market. 

He said the munidpality 
built this market in September 
.to solve ^e probletn .of street 
vendors ‘ w'ho erected their 
stalls there at a monthly rent of 
JDUX^JDiaO each. 

Some of the vendors who 
talked to the Jordan Times, 
however, said they would not 
be able to pay the rent deman- 
ded by the Munidpality as it is 
two to three time higher than 
the JD 50 they cuirendy pay. 
But Dr. Abbadi said be had 
already issued instructions that 
the rent be lowered by up to 50 
per cent. The market, be said, 
can accommodate all the ven- 
dois. _ 

Even though Mr. ShuweDd 
claims he started buflding his 
market in May and made it 
operational in August, Dr. 
Abbadi asserts die vendors did 
' not start selling there vdien 
Mr. Shuweiki lowered the 
rent. 

Mr. Shnweild said he de- 
cided to build the market at the 
request of former Amman 
Mayor Mohammed Al Basheer 
to solve the problem of street 
vendors. He said the munici- 
.p^ty provided the market 
'with garbage containers and 
the director of the Ras Al ‘Ain 
area helped design iL 


But Mr. Bashir told the Jor- 
dan Times he made no such 
request to Mr. Shuweiki. 

' k “I do not know of this mar- 
Ifet. 1 did not approve it/’ said 
Nfr. Basfiir, ad^g die munici- 
pality would have issued a li- 
cence for the market bad it 
request^ or approved iL 

. Ml be 

plied for a licence in NovembOT j 
but Mayor Abbadi. smd die ' 
munidpwty would not license 
the market because it did not 
comply with building regula- 
tions and its location, near a 
traific light, is dangerous. He 
also said vegetables used to be 
smugged into the market be- 
fore tax was collmed on them. 

Mr. Sbuweiki, v^o said he 
would sue the municipality, 
blamed Dr. Abbadi for not 
gmng him time to dismande 
the market. But Dr. Abbadi 
said Mr. Shuweiki was given 
three months before the Muni- 
dpality sent bulldozers to des- 


V apauiy 

it. 

•*T asl 


•*T asked (Dr. Abbadi) for 
six hours to dismantle the mar- 
ket when he sent tiie toUdoz- 
ers but he refrised to give me 
'that time/' said Mr. ShnweDd. 

“1 gave him thrre months,” 
responded Dr. Abbadi. 

Dr. Abbadi said many of the 
vendors who used to operate 
from Mr. Sfaupreiki'.s ma^t 
met with him>Ttiesday and 
agreed to resuirMs their busi- 
ness from the municipality 
market. “They wCre happy 
with the solution, " oe said. 


TUNIS (Agendes) — Palesti- 
nian leaders from the occupied 
territories are caiUng on Yasser 
/^nfrit to Stop his “cronyism” 
and “favouritism'' in Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) appointments, offidals 
said. 

The appeal was made in a 
letter to the PLO chairman 
sent by key figures in the Gaza 
Strip section of the PLO's lead- 
ing Fateh movement, smd the 
PLO officials. 

They said the sieiiatories in- 
duded 31-year-old Sami Abu 
Samhadanah, one of several 
leaders of the six-year-old 
Palestinian upriring who res- 
igned Monday. 

The resignations were meant 
to protest Mr. Arafat’s choice 
of older bureaucrats from out- 
ride the territories for top jobs 
in agenr^ being formed under 
Palestinian self-rule. 

The dissent has raised 
doubts about Mr. Arafet's abQ- 
ity to control Gaza, whidi bore 
the brunt of tiie Palestinian 
rebellion against Israeli nfle. 

The Palestinians are being 
given control of Gaza and the 
West Bmdc town of Jeridio 
under the terms of the Israel- 
PLO accord rigned Sept. 13 in 
Wariimgton. 

The letter warned that the 
PLO was loring ground to 
Muslim fundamentalists in 
Gaza because of “die de- 
terioration of the movemeoz.'' 

Vi^out setting any ultima- 
tum, the letter told Arafat 
that he must reform the move- 
ment, described as “afflicted 
by corruption and disorganisa- 
tion.” 

“Gaza is snftering because 
of your negligence and your 
disregard of its demands.... 

“The course of cronyism, 
fevouritism and exduding ex- 
perts from the dedsion-maknig 
process should be stopped,” 
ti^ letter said. 

The oftidals said the protest 
was a respoiM to Mr. Arafat's 
recent appomtment of Zakar- 
iya Al A^a as Fateh chief in 
Gaza. Mr. A^gfaa is a dose 
assodate of Mr. Arafat -and a 
former n^otiator in the talks 
with Israel. 

The Gaza leaders also ob- 
jected to a reported PLO 
agreement with Israel over the 
surrender of wanted activists to 
the Israeli authorities before 
die start of self-rule. 

The agreement is believed to 
have been reached by Israel's 
deputy chief of staff, Amnon 
Shahak, and two Tunis-based 
Fateh offidals at secret tails in 
Rome last weekend. 


Mr. Arafat has asked Mr. 
Abu Samhadanah and his 
associates to witiidraw their 
resignations, promiring to con- 
sider their grievances, the offi- 
dal said. 

“The resignations were just 
and logical and there is com- 
prehension about their mo- 
tive,” Jibril Al Rajub ' told 
Reuters at the PLO headquar- 
ters in Tonis. 

He added: “I believe those 
who resigned riiould reconsid- 
er their standings aad (return) 
to the struggle through ^ 
organisation and their leading 
positions.” 

•The four men udio resigned 
last week are Mr. Abu Samha- 
danah, his deputy Tawfik Abu 
Khusa, who is a Fateh delegate 
to the intifada command, Jam- 
al Al Dik, a senior West Bank 
Fateh leader, and Zakharia 
Talmas, head of the Gaza 
Ai^ Journalists Association. 

Rajub, a West Bank 
intifeda leader who was once 
jriled by Israel, said theii com- 
plaints would be conridered. 
He agreed activists should be 
pven prcHnineiit roles in the 
organisatison. 

“Those who suffered cannot 
be sacrificed for a band of 
opporturusts who disappeared 
the day men were dearly 
needed,” Mr. Rajub said. 

But he added that in the 
present delicate situation all 
Palestinians sho^<f fatiy round- 
Mr. Arafat. 

Haidar Abdul Shafi, a Gaza 
physiciaii.wbo headed the PLO 
negotiating team in Washing- 
ton, said Wednesday PLO , 
negotiators lacked clear guide- j 
lin^ for talks with Israel and 
that Mr. Arafat made dearies 
witiiout listening to adrice. 

“I am bopefui tiiat Arafet 
will listen to us because we 
would help negotiators to be 
much more prepared and not 
take hasty decisions. That’s 
wtty we have a lot of troubles 
in the negotiations,'' he told 
the Associated Press in occu- 
pied Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat has not discussed 
key issues wtb local leaders, 
such as the size of the auton- 
omy enclave to the created 
around Jericho, Dr. Abdul 
Shafi complained. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, who has 
not supported the Israel-PLO 
accord is forming a seven- 
member dele^’on of PLO 
offidals from inside and out- 
ride the occupied lands to meet 
Mr. Arafet. 

The call for more democraty 
was supported by 120 main- 
stream poiitidans from Fateh 


Tragmatists’ expected to win lAF leadership 


AMMAN — “Pragmatists” 
of , tiie Islamic Action Front 
. (lAF) are expected to win 
most of the seats on the 
party’s executive council in 
Friday’s elections, LAF insid- 
ers predicted. 

Coming a week after the 
election of a 120-member 
Majlis Al Shura, Friday's 
elections are expected to wit- 
ness the reelection of at least 
half of the coondi's 17 cur- 
rent members as well as some 
more “disdplined” members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

The resolution to indude 
members of the dedrion- 
making brandi of the Muslim 
Borth^ood came about af- 
ter six acting executive coun- 
cil. members broke disdplin- 
ary rules of the party by 
rerigning after an inter-party 
dispute last week. 

“This really made the 
cadre of the Muslim Brother- 
h^, widch played a low 
profile ni the lAF up until 
recently, reassess the situa- 
tion/’ a veteran Brother- 
hood insider. 

The lAF is the political 
branch of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and while 
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Brotherhood membership is 
not a pre-requisite for lAF 
membmhip, most lAF mem- 
bers are Brotherhood mem- 
bers as well. 

“The lack of disdplinc 
among some LAF members 
has given the impression 
within the Brotherhood that 
the lAF cannot survive with- 
out the disdpline from some 
of the more politically astute 
and disdpHned Brotherhood 
members,” said the insider. 

The differences between 
the “doves” and the “hawks” 
within the lAF and the 
Brotherhood rest on two 
issues, — party disdpline and 
the application of Islamic 
teaching. 

The so-called doves believe 
in absolute party dis^line 
without any public dissent 
and more pragf^tic applica- 
tion of Islamic teachings 
which do not compromise 
prindples but reassess the 
means by which the prind- 
ples can be fulfilled. 

The “hawks” are more 
hard line vis-a-vis Islamic 
teachings in the sense that 
they refrzse the issues of com- 
promise and reject pragmatic 


political action. Many hawks, 
including former Brother^ 
‘hood spokesman Ziad Atm 
Ghanimeh, have g<m public 
with internal lAF disputes on 
these issues and created 
havoc within the movement. 

A majority of lAF mem-* 
beis, estimated by the party 
at between 3,000 and 5,000, 
supports the pragmatic 
branch sinoe if has enabled 
the lAF to act as a legal 
political party and has en- 
abled the group to enter the 
hipest ranks of the govern- 
ment. 

“Ibe idea is to chan^ sod- 
ety slowly and from uithin, 
not to o{^K3$e it and dose the 
doors to co-existenoe/* said 
one of the senior ideologues 
of the movbement. 

Dr. Ishaq Farhan is ex- 
pected to be reelected as lAF 
secretary general in Friday’s 
elections while Majlis Al 
Shura members Dr. Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat, Dr. Abdullah 
Akaileh, Dr. Bassam 
Amoush, and deputies Ham- 
mam Said, Ham^ Mansour 
and Dr. Mohammad Owaida 
are expected to be elected 
members. 


Abu Ghanimeh erred by going public 

AMMAN — The Muslim Brotherhood's expulsoo last week of its 
former spokesman Ziad Abu Ghanimeh wnadeed a high point in the 
changiuB ethos of the best*or^mi^ p^iticai movement in the 
Kin^om. ^ 

Mr. Abu Ghanimeh, who has been a Brotberbood member for 45 of 
his 60 years, was expelled from the Muslim BnKherhood Society three 
months in a dispute over new membership and the partidpation of the 
Tslamic Action Front (lAF) in the Nov. 8 legUative eleetioiis. 

Mr. Abu Ghanimeh, a long-time critic of pragmatic attitudes within 
the Broiberood and the lAF, the political wing of the movement, had 
called for a boycott of the elections after the one-person, one-vote 
voting formula was introduced into the election law. 

Mr. Abu Ghanimeh, who held a seat on the lAFs 17-member 
executive council and 120-seat Majlis Al Shura before resigning last- 
week. said that the lAF should not join any governincnt that u not 
Islamic and voeaJly o|^)osed lAF dedsiODS to “aceonmodate the 
. peace process.'* 

JAF leaders insisr that Mr. Abu Gbaziinieli was neither a ^‘radical 
thinker” nor a leader within the movement. 

“Ziad Abu Ghanimeh is just an individualist.” lAF Secretary- 
General Ish^ Al Farhan said at a press conference last mek. 

Other critics of Mr. Abu Chanimdi contend that the administrator 
at the Islamic Hospital in Amman was polUi^y motivated in Ids 
actions. “He wanted n> run for a seat in Parliament and he did not 
have enough suf^rt from the Brotherhood or the lAF, and thus he 
used exposure as a sort of blackmail,” said one lAF activist. 

But not an lAF members agree with the critics. After a shouting 
match about the inclusion of 300 new members mto the lAF. five 
members of the executive council of the lAF jouied Mr. Abu 
Ghanimeh in a protest re^nation. 

Hammam Said, Ahmad Ifofahi and Qandeel Shaker were among 
them. While all of the resignees except Mr. Abu Cbanhneh have rince 
rejoined, they say they did not side with Mr. Abu Ghanimeh few the 
sake of opposition. 

“There are fundamental differences to poUtieai approaches within 
die lAF. But most opponents to the existing leadei^p apmnacb tiy 
to resolve these difTercDCes withtiut ever going public, iiad Abu 
Ghanimeh erred not by voicing his opnion bat by gring public,*' 
expiaioed one of those who bad joined Mr. Ate Ghamnieh in 
resigning. 


Japanese desert 
Tokyo' for New York 

TOKYO OR) — Japan began 
to shut up ^op for New York 
Wednesday as Tokyo iradepte 
left for the conntiyride In their 
thousands, packing ' bullet 
trains and - leaving normally 
crammed rush-hour subways 
half empty. But travel author- 
ities said the flight from the 
cafntal was less frenzied than 
usual, with the worst economic 
downturn for two decades 
keeping many people home. 
Seats on domestic flights were 
all taken but a flood of last 
minnte cancellation meant 
many waiting-Ust passengers 
could fly. With most com- 
panies nnishing the year's 
work Tuesday, business dis- 
tricts in do wn to w n Tokyo be- 
gan to take on their familiar 
New Year ghost-town appev- 
ance. But opei>-air markets 
were thronged with shoppers 
snapfring up seasonal deltcames 
of crab, squid, rice cakes ar.d 
fish eggs. They were also 
stocking upon supplies for a 
five-day break that wfll see 
most of the, nation's stores pull 
I down their shutters. Th04^ 
fewer Jtqianbse are travelling 
domesti^y, a record number 
were going abroad this holiday 
season, anting to the Japan 
Travel Burdau. A total of 
600,000 travellers was antici- 
pate between Dec. 22 and 
Jan. 9, a rise Of 14 per cent on 
last year whidi travel agencies 
attribute to the yen. 

Roger Cilnton 
planstowed . . 
‘someday soon^ 

HOT SPRINGS, Ark. (AP) — 
Ro^ Qinton says be ^ans to 
marry “soon, someday soon,” 
but the l^te House says the 
presidents brother has iio hn- 
minent wedc^g plans. Roger 
Qinton and his girlfriend, Mol- 
ly Martin , of Dallas, were 
among the. Clinton, family 
members who flew here-on Air 
Force One' on Monday after 
spending Christmas at the 
^he House. Asked by repor- 
ters at the. airport about 
ruumgm of Ibe wedding ^ 
week, tie said, “1 have nothing 
to say to you, .twddy.” Hoov- 
er, in off-camera remarlo 'to 
kN^ televirion reporters Mon- 
day, be said he would be st- 
ring married “soon, someday 
soon,” but be gave no date. 
White House spokesman Jeff 
Eller insisted repeatedly Mon- 
day that the president's 
brother had no imminent wed- 
ding plans. Hie couple left the 
presidential entounge and was 
last seen with the first .family - 
Monday ni^L 

Wales’s daughter 
todancewith 
French ballet ' 

PARIS (AP) — The 15-year- 
old dau^ter of Polish leader- 
Lech Walesa will dance the 
title role in La Gitana when the 
Ballet De Naiicy Et De Lor- 
raine performs .in Warsaw on 
New Year's Eve. Madga Wale- 
sa will dance the role ^ Loret- 
ta, kidnapped at the age of 14 
by gypsies and viiio returns 
home to be reunited with lov^ 
ones 10 years later.- 'The 
three-act ballet was created in 
1838 by Philippe Tagloni. T^ 
.new production, bud^' by 
nerre Lacotte, t^oreograpber 
and artistic director of tiie 
French cqrapany, will remain 
faithful to the ^le and tenor 
of the original 19th century 
r ballet. Lacotte is expected to 
meet Walesa after the per- 
formance, the ballet comp an y 
said. 

Diana gives up 
her bodyguards ' 

LONDON (R) — Princess Di- 
ana has struck another blow 
for persona! freedom by di$> 
‘pensmg with her official body- 
guards, a British newsoaner 
reported Wednesday. “At her 
own request, she will no longer 
be guarded round the cio^ 
Out sboi^ng, visiting friends 
or just taking a drive the 
pnnress plans to go it alone ” 
Jc Today tabloid said in 'a 
front-p^ story. It quoted- an* 
unidentified royal souri»'as 
saying: “She wants to be able 

background, 
we has bad no private life for 
13 yeais. “Freedom-from 
having every move watched 

princess ” 

2^y said Princess Diana had 
oeen forced to accept armed 
her current visit 
to Washington after U s 
security chiefs and BriiiS; 
embassy offidals insisted the 
streets of the American capital 
were too ctengerous. PriS 
^ana and her husband PiSJ 
Charles separated a year. ago. 









